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Lesson 7:
The Pharisee and
the Tax Collector
BIG IDEA

God rejects people who think they are better
than other people but accepts people who know
they fail and need his forgiveness.
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 Luke 18:9-14 (paraphrase)
Jesus told this story to people who thought they
were better than others:
‘One day two men went into God’s house to pray.
One man carefully followed the religious laws. He
stood alone and prayed, “Thank you God that I
am good. Thank you that I am not a sinner like
other people. Thank you that I am not like this
man who collects taxes.”
The other man did not follow the religious laws.
He stood alone and would not look towards heaven. He prayed, “I am a sinner. Please God, forgive
me.”’
Jesus said, ‘The man who knew he was a sinner,
was acceptable to God. The man who thought he
was good was not acceptable to God.’
Some people think they are better than others
but God will bring them down low. Other people
know that they are not better than others. They
know that they need God’s forgiveness. God will
lift those people up.’
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 Teacher Preparation
Read Scripture
f

Luke 18:9-14 in your Bible

f

Luke 18:9-14 paraphrase (on page 79)

Read Meet Jesus Book
f

Chapter 7 – The Pharisee and the Tax Collector

Print Resources
f

APPENDIX 7.1 - Print 1 for the whole group.

f

APPENDIX 7.2 - Print 1 for each pair of students.
Cut in half.

f

APPENDIX 1.5 - Reuse print from lesson one.

Other Equipment
f

Whiteboard / table

f

Whiteboard markers

f

TV / projector / laptop to watch:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ufe6zouTq8g
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Activate Prior Knowledge
and Build Vocabulary
APPENDIX 7.1 – Print 1 for the whole group.

Display pictures.
f

Ask, ‘What do you see?’

f

Ask, ‘What do you think about these people?’

(you could use the eye and thinker icons from lesson 2 here)

Pre-teach relevant vocabulary
religious laws: the rules that God had given people to obey
Sinner: someone who does wrong things (everyone is a
sinner)
Acceptable: approved (by God)

 Predict the Content
Say, ‘In this video, two men are going to pray.’
WATCH VIDEO
Click here

Show Parable of the Pharisee and Tax Collector clip
(set to music/no words)
Ask, ‘What do you think this clip is about?’
Invite responses and brainstorm on the board.
Write, ‘Who does God accept?’ on the board and invite
responses.
Accept responses. Re-formulate what you hear into correct
English and write it on the board.

OWN HEART LANGUAGE
Depending on the level of your
students, you might like to invite
them to read the passage in their
heart language.
Visit bible.com or
biblegateway.com to find a
number of international
translations.

 Read and Comprehend
Depending on the level of your students you might:
f

Read the passage of scripture to them;

f

Direct them to read the passage of scripture in
English;

f

Direct them to read the passage of scripture in their
heart language; or

f

Read the passage of scripture later in the lesson.
Intermediate
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 Activities
Activity 1: Information gap activity
APPENDIX 7.2 - Print 1 for each pair of students.
Half of the students receive copy A, half copy B of the
text (appendix 7.2). In pairs students read the completed
section of their text to their partner. In this way students
fill in the gaps. Demonstrate this by mime and modelling.
Teacher or helper reads the paraphrased text. Students
read along and check their gap fill activity.
Clarify vocabulary and language with students afterwards.

 Invite Curiosity
APPENDIX 1.5 - Reuse print from lesson one.
Place the ? on the table and ask:
f

Are there any new words?’

f

What questions might someone have about this text?

f

What comments might someone have about the text?

 An Important Question
Ask, ‘What does Jesus say about who God accepts?’

 Concluding Statement
God rejects people who think they are better than other
people.
God accepts people who know they fail and need his
forgiveness.
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Print 1 set of pictures per group.
Place the picture on the table.
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ACTIVITY 1: Print 1 set for each pair.
Cut into parts A & B.

Student A
Jesus told this __________________ to people who thought they were better than others:

A

‘One day two men went into God’s house to _____________________.
One man carefully followed the religious laws. He stood _________________________ and
prayed, “Thank you God that I am_____________________. Thank you that I am not a
____________________ like other people.
Thank you, God that I am not like this man who collects taxes.”
The other man did not follow the religious laws. He stood alone and would not look towards
heaven. He prayed, “I am a sinner. Please God, forgive me.”’
Jesus said, ‘The man who knew he was a sinner, was acceptable to God. The man who
thought he was good was not acceptable to God.
Some people think they are better than others but God will bring them down low.
Other people know that they are not better than others. They know that they need God’s
forgiveness. God will lift those people up.’

B

Student B
Jesus told this story to people who thought they were better than others:
‘One day two men went into God’s house to pray.
One man carefully followed the religious laws. He stood alone and prayed, “Thank you God
that I am good. Thank you that I am not a sinner like other people. Thank you that I am not
like this man who collects taxes.”
The other man did not follow the religious laws. He stood alone and would not look
towards____________________.
He prayed, “I am a sinner. Please God __________________ me.”’
Jesus said, ‘The man who knew he was a sinner, was ___________________ to God. The
man who thought he was good was not ____________________________ to God.
Some people think they are better than others but God will bring them down low.
Other people know that they are not better than others. They know that they need God’s
forgiveness. God will lift those people up.’
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