
Lesson 9:
The Two Builders     
BIG IDEA

Jesus says that those who listen to his message 
and do what it says will be safe when he returns to 
judge.
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 Matthew 7:24-27 (paraphrase)

Jesus said, ‘Some people listen to my message 
and obey it. They are like a wise man who built his 
house on rock. A storm came with heavy rain and 
wind, and the rivers rose up. The house did not 
fall because the man had built it on rock. 

Other people listen to my message but do not 
obey it. They are like a fool who built his house on 
sand. A storm came with heavy rain and wind, and 
the rivers rose up. The house fell down. The storm 
destroyed it completely.’  
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 Teacher Preparation
Read Scripture

 f John 15:9-14 in your Bible
 f John 15:9-14 paraphrase (on page 97)

Read Meet Jesus Book
 f Chapter 9 – The Two Builders

Print Resources
 f APPENDIX 9.1 - Print (on card if possible) 1 set for 

the whole group.
 f APPENDIX 9.2 - Print 1 for each pair of students.  

Cut in half. There are 2 sets per page.
 f APPENDIX 1.5 - Reuse print from lesson one. 

Other Equipment
 f Whiteboard / table
 f Whiteboard markers
 f TV / projector / laptop to watch: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlPMld7ScU0
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 Activate Prior Knowledge  
      and Build Vocabulary

APPENDIX 9.1 - Print (on card if possible) 1 set for the 
whole group.

Ask, ‘What do you know about building a house?’ 
Brainstorm collective knowledge.

Show two pictures. 
 
Guide students to make comparisons between them – if 
necessary, prompt by asking:

 f ‘Where are they built?’;
 f ‘What has happened?’; and
 f ‘Why has this house been destroyed?’.  

Draw out vocabulary - rock, storm, rain, wind, house, sand, 
destroyed.

Watch this silent clip.

Ask learners to retell the story – this can be done by one 
learner, in pairs or collaboratively.

Pre-teach relevant vocabulary

Obey: to do what someone has said (in this case, God)
Fool: not wise
Destroy: to damage something completely

 Predict the Content
Write, ‘Jesus tells a story about a good builder and a bad 
builder’ on the board. 

Ask, ‘What do you think he might say?’
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WATCH CLIP
Click here
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 Read and Comprehend
Depending on the level of your students you might:

 f Read the passage of scripture to them; 
 f Direct them to read the passage of scripture in 

English; 
 f Direct them to read the passage of scripture in their 

heart language; or
 f Read the passage of scripture later in the lesson.

 Activities
Activity 1: Sequencing strips

APPENDIX 9.2 - Print 1 set for each pair of students. 
Cut in half. There are 2 sets per page.

Shuffle and give out one set of story strips to pairs of 
students. Students read and order the story.

As teacher or helper reads out the passage, students follow 
along and check their sequence to confirm it is correct.

Invite a confident student to read the story

Take away the strips. In pairs, students retell the story in 
their own words.

 Invite Curiosity

APPENDIX 1.5 - Reuse print from lesson one.

Place the ? on the table and ask:

 f Are there any new words?’
 f What questions might someone have about this text? 
 f What comments might someone have about the text?
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OWN HEART LANGUAGE
Depending on the level of your 
students, you might like to invite 
them to read the passage in their 
heart language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.

http://bible.com
http://biblegateway.com
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 An Important Question 
Say, ‘Jesus told stories to teach people about God.’

Ask, ‘What can we learn from the builder in this story 
about listening to Jesus?’

 Concluding Statement
Jesus says that people who listen to his message and do 
what it says will be safe when he returns to judge. 
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ACTIVITY 1: Print 1 set for each pair of students. 
Cut in half. There are 2 sets per page.9.2 Appendix
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Jesus said, ‘Some people listen to my message and obey it. 

They are like a wise man who built his house on rock. 

A storm came with heavy rain and wind, and the rivers rose up.

The house did not fall because the man had built it on rock. 

Other people listen to my message but do not obey it.

They are like a fool who built his house on sand.

A storm came with heavy rain and wind, and the rivers rose up.

The house fell down. The storm destroyed it completely.’  

Jesus said, ‘Some people listen to my message and obey it. 

They are like a wise man who built his house on rock. 

A storm came with heavy rain and wind, and the rivers rose up.

The house did not fall because the man had built it on rock. 

Other people listen to my message but do not obey it.

They are like a fool who built his house on sand.

A storm came with heavy rain and wind, and the rivers rose up.

The house fell down. The storm destroyed it completely.’  
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