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Lesson components
Each lesson includes the following components:

Part 1

Aim

To activate knowledge, generate interest, and build 
language and concepts relevant to the Bible text.

Lesson stages

" Activate knowledge

Introduce the topic, find out what your students already 
know, and build language.

# Focus on language

Provide input related to the topic and focus on a specific 
aspect of language to help students improve and refine 
their skills.

$ Undertake speaking tasks

Encourage students to talk with each other, practise new 
language, share personally on the topic, and build their 
confidence.

! Lead into Bible

Read a short statement that links Part 1 to the Bible time 
that follows in Part 2.
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Part 2

Aim

To introduce Jesus through reading, unpacking and 
discussing a paraphrased Bible text from Luke’s Gospel.

Lesson stages

% Review previous lessons

Briefly review previous stories by displaying the Story 
sketches on pages 5–15. Prompt students to summarise 
the narratives before you re-read the Summary statements 
on pages 16–26, pointing to the corresponding sketches.

Notes:
 ! Lesson 1 does not contain this section. Instead, the 

section is called Introduce Luke.
 ! Lessons 6 and 10 describe a matching activity that 

can be done in this part of the lesson. You can also 
use this activity when you review the stories in other 
lessons if you wish.

# Predict content

Help students to anticipate the language and content in 
the text, and find out what they know.

! Read and comprehend

Introduce students to the text and allow them to listen and 
read it several times. They will interact with it and retell the 
narrative through a variety of activities.

Lesson components
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& Invite curiosity

Invite and answer students’ questions about the language 
and the content of the text.

$ An important question

Ask one broad question about the text.

' Summary statement

Read this simplified version of the lesson’s ‘big idea’ to your 
students to end the lesson.

(Note: Each lesson’s ‘big idea’ is stated on the lesson’s title 
page to orient you to the main message of the Bible text.)

Lesson components

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



4

Teaching tips
 ! When defining new words, always ask students to try 

to define words before you do it, and practise new 
words in new sentences.

 ! After students have worked in pairs, ask each  
student to share their partner’s answers.

 ! Give instructions clearly by modelling, repeating, 
and writing them down. This is especially important 
for new and multi-step activities.

 ! Make sure you allow enough time for most of your 
students to complete an activity before moving on.

 ! If you are asking students a question (e.g. ‘What is 
the past tense of …’) and the answer that a student 
gives is incorrect, ask ‘What do others think?’  
before you give the correct answer. If no-one gives 
the correct answer, prompt (e.g. slowly write the 
beginning of the word on the board). Always try to 
draw students out before you give the answer.

 ! Always encourage collaboration when students are 
completing worksheets.

 ! Refer to the Glossary on page 28 for simple  
definitions of words in the Bible texts.

 ! Directions to teachers are given in bold type.
 ! Words that the teacher is to say out loud are  

generally enclosed in single quotation marks.
 ! Words to be written on the board are generally in 

italic type.
 ! Answers to questions are generally in bold italic 

type.

Equipment for each lesson

 ! Whiteboard and markers
 ! Large table for displaying resources

Lesson plan overview
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5Story sketches set

Lesson 1 Lesson 2

Lesson 3 Lesson 4

Lesson 5 Lesson 6

Lesson 7 Lesson 8

Lesson 9 Lesson 10
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6Story sketches – Lesson 1
Part 2. A message for Mary – Luke 1:26–38
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Story sketches – Lesson 2
Part 2. Mary’s news – Luke 1:39–56

7
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8Story sketches – Lesson 3
Part 2. The birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1–7
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Story sketches – Lesson 4
Part 2. Shepherds hear good news – Luke 2:8–20

9
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10Story sketches – Lesson 5
Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet God’s king – Luke 2:22–40
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Story sketches – Lesson 6
Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus – Luke 2:41–52

11
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12Story sketches – Lesson 7
Part 2. Jesus has authority over an evil spirit – Luke 4:31–37
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Story sketches – Lesson 8
Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43

13
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14Story sketches – Lesson 9
Part 2. Jesus heals a man with leprosy – Luke 5:12–15
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Story sketches – Lesson 10
Part 2. Jesus heals and forgives a paralysed man – Luke 5:17–26

15
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16    Summary statements set

1.

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

God told Mary that she would give birth to his  
promised king who would rule forever.

Elizabeth and Mary believed and rejoiced in the  
promised saviour.

Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the town of his ancestor 
King David.

The angels told the shepherds that the saviour and king 
had been born. After they saw Jesus, they praised God 
and told everyone.

After waiting a long time, Simeon and Anna saw that baby 
Jesus was God’s promised king. They praised God and 
told many people.

As a child, Jesus amazed people with his understanding 
about God and his need to be with God his father.

The evil spirits know Jesus, and his words have authority 
over them.

Jesus was sent by God. He heals people to show that he 
has authority as God’s king.

A priest could say that someone was clean. Jesus can heal 
and make someone clean.

Jesus healed a paralysed man to show that he can also 
forgive sins.
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Summary statements – Lesson 1
Part 2. A message for Mary – Luke 1:26–38
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18Summary statements – Lesson 2
Part 2. Mary’s news – Luke 1:39–56
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Summary statements – Lesson 3
Part 2. The birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1–7

Je
su

s w
as

 b
or

n 
in

 
Be

th
le

he
m

, t
he

 to
w

n 
of

 h
is 

an
ce

st
or

 K
in

g 
D

av
id

.

19

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



20Summary statements – Lesson 4
Part 2. Shepherds hear good news – Luke 2:8–20
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Summary statements – Lesson 5
Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet God’s king – Luke 2:22–40
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22Summary statements – Lesson 6
Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus – Luke 2:41–52
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Summary statements – Lesson 7
Part 2. Jesus has authority over an evil spirit – Luke 4:31–37
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24Summary statements – Lesson 8
Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43
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Summary statements – Lesson 9
Part 2. Jesus heals a man with leprosy – Luke 5:12–15
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26Summary statements – Lesson 10
Part 2. Jesus heals and forgives a paralysed man – Luke 5:17–26
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Phrases for discussion 

Expressing your opinion 

 ! Personally, I think …
 ! Personally, I feel …
 ! I tend to think that …
 ! In my opinion …
 ! In my view …

Disagreeing 

 ! I disagree …
 ! I can’t agree with that because …
 ! I’m not sure I agree …
 ! I don’t (really) think …
 ! I think you have a good point but …

Expressing your opinion 

 ! I agree …
 ! I think you’re right …
 ! I think you have a point …

27
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Glossary
angel 

authority 

census 

evil spirit 

faith 

glory 

God’s kingdom 

God’s Spirit 

heal 

Holy Spirit

honour 

Jewish leaders 

Messiah 

praise 

promise 

prophet 

salvation 

saviour  

sin(s) 

a messenger (heavenly being) sent from 
God

power to command or act  
(Jesus speaking as God)

an official count of a population, which 
usually records details about people

an unseen being from the devil

trust; confidence (in Jesus)

praise; honour

where God rules; where God is in charge

the Spirit of God, sent to people

to make the sick well

the Spirit of God, sent to people

to recognise someone’s worth

the people who taught the Jewish people 
about following God, and thought God 
approved of them because they followed 
strict rules

God’s promised king who would rule 
forever

give thanks to; recognise

a declaration that someone will do  
something, or that something will happen

a person who speaks a message from God

being saved from the consequences of 
sin (death)

a rescuer; someone who rescues

disobeying or ignoring God and doing 
what is wrong

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



PowerPoint resources
A PowerPoint presentation has been produced to  
accompany these lessons. The slides can be used alongside 
the lessons in this book to provide alternatives to handouts 
and board activities. You do not have to use this  
PowerPoint presentation. It is an additional resource for 
those who would like to use it.

Some of the activities described in this book are not 
practical in a PowerPoint presentation and have not been 
included. Other activities have been adapted to suit lesson 
delivery using a PowerPoint presentation. For example, in 
the ‘Review previous lessons’ section, the PowerPoint  
presentations only include the sketches and summary 
statement from the previous lesson.

Instructions

If you plan to use the PowerPoint presentation, prepare for 
your lesson by opening the PowerPoint file that matches 
the lesson and reading the teaching notes. These notes 
can be found underneath each individual slide.

To open the note box, click on the ‘Notes’ tab on the bar 
below each slide. The size of this box, and therefore how 
much text you can read, can be adjusted by moving the 
line at the top of the box up and down.

To familiarise yourself with the presentation, select the 
‘Slide Show’ tab on the menu bar at the top of the  
PowerPoint window. Open ‘Play from start’ and click 
through the slides (using the arrow button or your mouse).

29

Notes 

Expand notes 
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Lesson 1
!"#$%& !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.!/&0%12
A surprising message

!"#$%' !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.34!/&0%12
A message for Mary
Luke 1:26–38 

()*%)+,"-%
God announced through his messenger to the virgin 
Mary, that she would bear his promised eternal king. 
Mary accepted this message.

30
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31Lesson 1: Prepare lesson

( Prepare lesson 

Part 1. A surprising message
Print resources

 ! RESOURCE 1.1 – Picture sheet  
Print one sheet per small group.

 ! RESOURCE 1.2 – Word cards 
Print enough cards for each student to have one 
word card.

Part 2. A message for Mary 
Luke 1:26–38
Read scripture

 ! Luke 1:26–38 in your Bible
 ! Luke 1:26–38 paraphrase on page 35

Print resources
 ! Story sketch 1 (on page 6) 

Print one copy to display.
 ! Summary statement 1 (on page 17)  

Print one copy to display.
 ! RESOURCE 1.3 – Story strips 

Print one set per pair and cut into strips.
 ! RESOURCE 1.4 – Worksheet 

Print one copy per student.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Print the passage in 
the students’ heart languages for 
them to read or take home. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate
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32Lesson 1: Part 1. A surprising message

Part 1. A surprising message 

" Activate knowledge
Divide students into small groups.

Distribute RESOURCE 1.1 – Picture sheet to small groups.

Ask ‘What do you see?’

Accept responses.

Write the words engaged, pregnant, afraid, upset, forever, 
king and kingdom slowly on the board with letters missing 
for students to guess (e.g. engag_ _, pr_gnan_, for_ _ _ r).

Define the words using pictures as prompts.

# Focus on language
Bring students back together as a class.

Write these words on the board: engaged, pregnant, 
afraid, upset, forever, king and kingdom.

Model sentences using some of the words (e.g. ‘She is 
eight months pregnant.’).

Invite students to suggest sentences using the words.

Distribute one card from RESOURCE 1.2 – Word cards to 
each student. (Two or more students can have the same 
word if necessary.)

Say ‘We are going to tell a story together.’

Invite a confident student to start the story by using their 
word in a sentence.

Invite another student to add to the story by using their 
word in a new sentence.

Continue until everyone has added a sentence to the story.

RESOURCE 1.1 – 
Picture sheet 
Print one picture sheet 
per small group.

RESOURCE 1.2 –  
Word cards  
Print enough cards for 
each student to have 
one word.

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



33Lesson 1: Part 1. A surprising message

Invite students to swap cards, and ask them to tell another 
story.

Write some sentences from the story on the board and 
work together to improve the English.

$ Undertake speaking tasks 
Choose one or more tasks to suit your context.

Speaking task 1: Sharing stories

Tell a story from your life prompted by a picture from  
RESOURCE 1.1 – Picture sheet.

Invite students to choose a picture that helps them share a 
story from their life.

Divide students into pairs or small groups.

Invite students to share their stories in their groups.

Speaking task 2: Pair discussion

Divide students into pairs.

Invite students to talk with their partners, prompted by 
one or more of the 4 sentences below.

Write the sentences one at a time on the board, leaving 
time for discussion after each.

 ! Tell me about a surprising message you’ve received.
 ! Tell me about a promise someone has made to you.
 ! Tell me about a promise you have made.
 ! If you were a king, what would your perfect kingdom 

be like?

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



Lesson 1: Part 1. A surprising message

Speaking task 3: Class discussion

Write on the board: If you don’t believe in miracles,  
perhaps you’ve forgotten that you are one.

Prompt a discussion by asking the following questions:

 ! ‘What is a miracle?’
 ! ‘Do you agree with this quote? Why/why not?’
 ! ‘Have you ever seen something unbelievable?  

Tell us about it.’

! Lead into Bible
Say ‘Our Bible time is about a surprising message from an 
unusual messenger.’

34
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Part 2. A message for Mary 

! Luke 1:26–38 (paraphrase)
This Bible paraphrase will be referred to later in this  
lesson. 

God sent an angel to a virgin in Galilee who was  
engaged to a man named Joseph. He came from 
the family of David. The girl’s name was Mary.  
The angel said, ‘The Lord has blessed you.’

Mary was upset. The angel said, ‘Do not be  
afraid, Mary. You will become pregnant and give  
birth to a son. Call him Jesus. He will be great and  
will be the Son of God. God will make him a king like  
his ancestor David. The Son of God will rule forever 
over his people, and his kingdom will never end.’

‘How can this happen?’ Mary asked the angel.  
‘I am a virgin.’

The angel answered, ‘God’s spirit will come to you. 
The power of God will cover you. Your relative  
Elizabeth will also have a child, even though she 
is old. She has been pregnant for six months now. 
What God says will always come true.’

‘I serve the Lord,’ Mary answered. ‘May it happen 
to me as you have said.’ Then the angel left her.

 

Lesson 1: Part 2. A message for Mary – Luke 1:26–38
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% Introduce Luke
Say ‘We are going to read a history book written by a man 
named Luke. Luke wrote about the life of Jesus so that 
people would know the truth about him. His book is in the 
New Testament section of the Bible.’

Show a Bible, turning first to the beginning of the New  
Testament and then to Luke’s Gospel.

Say ‘Today we’re going to read a section near the  
beginning of Luke’s book.’

Show the passage in Luke.

# Predict content
Write on the board: A messenger visits Mary.

Ask ‘What do you think this part of the Bible will be 
about?’

Accept responses.

! Read and comprehend 
Read the passage aloud slowly. 

Luke 1:26–38 (paraphrase)

God sent an angel to a virgin in Galilee who was  
engaged to a man named Joseph. He came from the 
family of David. The girl’s name was Mary. The angel 
said, ‘The Lord has blessed you.’

Mary was upset. The angel said, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary. 
You will become pregnant and give birth to a son. Call 
him Jesus. He will be great and will be the Son of God. 
God will make him a king like his ancestor David. The 
Son of God will rule forever over his  
people, and his kingdom will never end.’

‘How can this happen?’ Mary asked the angel. ‘I am a 
virgin.’

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Invite students to read 
the passage in their heart 
language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.

Lesson 1: Part 2. A message for Mary – Luke 1:26–38
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The angel answered, ‘God’s spirit will come to you. The 
power of God will cover you. Your relative Elizabeth 
will also have a child, even though she is old. She has 
been pregnant for six months now. What God says will 
always come true.’

‘I serve the Lord,’ Mary answered. ‘May it happen to 
me as you have said.’ Then the angel left her.

Activity 1: Sequencing story strips

Divide students into pairs.

Distribute one set of shuffled strips per pair of students 
from RESOURCE 1.3 – Story strips.

Invite students to read and sequence the story strips,  
allowing time for them to finish.

Read the text, allowing students time to check and  
rearrange their strips if necessary.

Invite students to take turns reading the text strips in their 
pairs.

Ask ‘Are there any words that are new to you?’

Define any new words.

Activity 2: Language worksheet

Distribute RESOURCE 1.4 – Worksheet to each student.

Invite students to complete the word-matching task.

Check answers together.

Invite students to complete the gap-fill task.

Read the version below aloud to check answers.

Luke 1:26–38 

God sent an angel to a virgin in Galilee who was going 
to marry a man named Joseph. He came from the  
family of David. The girl’s name was Mary. 

Lesson 1: Part 2. A message for Mary – Luke 1:26–38

RESOURCE 1.4 –  
Worksheet 
Print one copy per 
student.

RESOURCE 1.3 –  
Story strips 
Print one set per pair.  
Cut into strips.

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



38Lesson 1: Part 2. A message for Mary – Luke 1:26–38

The angel said, ‘The Lord has blessed you. He is with 
you.’

Mary was distressed. The angel said, ‘Do not be  
frightened, Mary. You will become pregnant and give 
birth to a son. Call him Jesus. He will be important 
and will be the Son of God. God will make him a king 
like his father David of long ago. The Son of God will 
rule forever, and his rule will never end.’

‘How can this happen?’ Mary asked the angel. ‘I am a 
virgin.’

The angel answered, ‘God’s spirit will come to you. 
The power of God will come over you. Your relative 
Elizabeth will also have a child even though she is old. 
She has been pregnant for six months now. What God 
says will always happen.’

‘I serve the Lord,’ Mary answered. ‘May it happen to 
me just as you have said.’ Then the angel left her.

Activity 3: Revision

Divide students into pairs.

Invite students to retell the narrative to each other without 
looking at the text.

& Invite curiosity 
Ask ‘Do you have any questions or comments about the 
story?’

$  An important question
Ask ‘What does the angel say about Jesus?’

'  Summary statement
Say ‘God told Mary that she would give birth to his  
promised king who would rule forever.’

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



Lesson 1: Part 1. A surprising message
Print one sheet per small group.1.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – Picture sheet
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Lesson 1: Part 1. A surprising message
Print enough cards for each student to have one word.1.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Word cards

engaged

pregnant

afraid

shocked

upset

forever

kingdom

king
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Lesson 1: Part 2. A message for Mary – Luke 1:26–38
Print one set per pair and cut into strips.1.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Story strips 

God sent an angel to a virgin in Galilee who was engaged to a man 
named Joseph. He came from the family of David. The girl’s name 
was Mary. The angel said, ‘The Lord has blessed you.’

Mary was upset. The angel said, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary. You will 
become pregnant and give birth to a son. Call him Jesus. He will be 
great and will be the Son of God. God will make him a king like  
his ancestor David. The Son of God will rule forever, and his  
kingdom will never end.’

‘How can this happen?’ Mary asked the angel. ‘I am a virgin.’

The angel answered, ‘God’s spirit will come to you. The power of 
God will cover you. Your relative Elizabeth will also have a child even 
though she is old. She has been pregnant for six months now. What 
God says will always come true.’

‘I serve the Lord,’ Mary answered. ‘May it happen to me as you have 
said.’ Then the angel left her.

Luke 1:26–38
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Lesson 1: Part 2. A message for Mary – Luke 1:26–38
Print one copy per student.1.4  RESOURCERESOURCE – Worksheet  

cover

afraid

engaged to

great

come true

kingdom

upset

going to marry

happen

distressed

frightened

important 

rule

come over

Connect the words with their meaning.

Use the words from the box to fill in the gaps.

Luke 1:26–38

God sent an angel to a virgin in Galilee who was     going to marry     a man named Joseph. 

He came from the family of David. The girl’s name was Mary. The angel said, ‘The Lord has 

blessed you. He is with you.’

Mary was __________________.  The angel said, ‘Do not be __________________, Mary. You 

will become pregnant and give birth to a son. Call him Jesus. He will be ________________ 

and will be the Son of God. God will make him a king like his father David of long ago. The 

Son of the God will rule forever, and his _____________________ will never end.’

‘How can this happen?’ Mary asked the angel. ‘I am a virgin.’

The angel answered, ‘God’s spirit will come to you. The power of God will _______________

you. Your relative Elizabeth will also have a child even though she is old. She has been  

pregnant for six months now. What God says will always ___________________________.’

‘I serve the Lord,’ Mary answered. ‘May it happen to me just as you have said.’ Then the 

angel left her. 
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Lesson 2
!"#$%& !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.!/&0%12
Thankfulness and joy

!"#$%' !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.34!/&0%12
Mary’s news
Luke 1:39–56

()*%)+,"-%
Elizabeth and Mary believed and rejoiced in the 
promised saviour.

43
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44Lesson 2: Prepare lesson

( Prepare lesson 

Part 1. Thankfulness and joy
Print resources

 ! RESOURCE 2.1.1 – Bingo picture sheet   
Print one sheet per student.

 ! RESOURCE 2.1.2 – Bingo tokens 
Print on cardboard and cut out 8 tokens per  
student. 

Additional equipment
 ! (Optional) Buttons or coins to use as bingo tokens

Part 2. Mary’s news  
Luke 1:39–56
Read scripture

 ! Luke 1:39–56 in your Bible
 ! Luke 1:39–56 paraphrase on page 48

Print resources
 ! Story sketch 1 (on page 6) 

Print one copy to display.
 ! Summary statement 1 (on page 17)  

Print one copy to display.
 ! RESOURCE 2.2 – Story sketch 2 

Print one copy to display.
 ! RESOURCE 2.3 – Picture sheet 

Print one sheet per pair.
 ! RESOURCE 2.4 – Bible text 

Print one Bible text per student.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Print the passage in 
the students’ heart languages for 
them to read or take home. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate
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45Lesson 2: Part 1. Thankfulness and joy

Part 1. Thankfulness and joy 

" Activate knowledge
Distribute RESOURCE 2.1.1 – Bingo picture sheet to each 
student. 

Invite students to describe the pictures in pairs or as a 
whole class.

Distribute 8 tokens from RESOURCE 2.1.2 – Bingo tokens 
to each student (or use coins, buttons or similar).

Demonstrate that you want students to listen, put a token 
on the picture you describe, and say ‘Bingo’ when they 
have three in a row (indicate vertical, horizontal or  
diagonal with your finger on the sheet).

Describe the pictures one at a time until someone says 
‘Bingo’.

(Try to include these words: hurried, thankful, blessed, 
greet, jumped, inside, joy, promise.)

Play more games of bingo, inviting different students to 
lead the game by describing the pictures.

# Focus on language
Write the following words down the left side of the board: 
hurry, greet, jump, fill, bless, hear, believe, stay, return.

Invite students to say the words as you point to them.

Check students’ understanding by asking them to mime 
actions, point to bingo pictures and use words in new  
sentences.

Invite students to suggest the past tense form of the verbs.

Write these on the board, correcting errors as you go.

Model sentences using the past tense forms (e.g. ‘Last 
week I stayed at my friend’s house.’).

RESOURCE 2.1.1 – 
Bingo picture sheet  
Print one sheet per 
student.

RESOURCE 2.1.2 – 
Bingo tokens  
Print on cardboard and 
cut out 8 tokens per  
student.
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46Lesson 2: Part 1. Thankfulness and joy

Divide students into pairs.

Invite pairs to compose one sentence using the past-tense 
form of each word.

Tell the following story, pointing to the corresponding 
bingo pictures (indicated in italics):

‘When Ayla found out she was pregnant, she was so 
happy she jumped for joy. When she told her best 
friend the news, her friend was delighted and hugged 
her. As her baby grew, Ayla would often feel the baby 
move inside her. When Ayla held her baby for the first 
time, she was filled with thankfulness.’

Divide students into small groups.

Direct each group to cut up one RESOURCE 2.1.1 – Bingo 
picture sheet into individual pictures.

Invite groups to compose a happy story by rearranging 4–5 
pictures into any order and writing or speaking captions for 
them.

Invite groups to tell their stories to the class.

$ Undertake speaking tasks 
Choose one or more tasks to suit your context.

Speaking task 1: Sharing stories

Tell a story from your life prompted by a bingo picture.

Invite students to choose a bingo picture that reminds 
them of a happy time in their life.

Divide students into pairs or small groups.

Invite students to share stories with their groups.

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



Lesson 2: Part 1. Thankfulness and joy

Speaking task 2: Pair discussion

Divide students into pairs.

Invite students to talk to each other, prompted by one or 
more of the sentences below.

Write the sentences one at a time on the board, leaving 
time for discussion after each one.

 ! Tell us about a time when you had some exciting 
news to share.

 ! Tell us about a time when you were in a hurry.
 ! Tell us about a time when you felt blessed.

Speaking task 3: Class discussion

Go through the Phrases for discussion on page 27,  
allowing students time to practise.

Write on the board: Keeping a promise isn’t always easy.

Invite students to discuss and give their opinions.

! Lead into Bible
Say ‘Our Bible time is about the joy that two women share 
about some amazing news.’

47
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Part 2. Mary’s news

! Luke 1:39–56 (paraphrase)
This Bible paraphrase will be referred to later in this  
lesson. 

Mary got ready and hurried to a town in Judea. She 
entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby  
inside her jumped and Elizabeth was filled with 
God’s Spirit. She called out, ‘God has blessed you, 
and blessed is the child you will have! But why is 
God so kind to me? Why has the mother of my 
Lord come to me? As soon as I heard your voice, 
the baby inside me jumped for joy. God has blessed 
you. You have believed that the Lord would keep his 
promises to you!’

Mary said, ‘My soul praises the Lord. My spirit  
delights in God my saviour …’

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months. 
Then she returned home.

 

Lesson 2: Part 2. Mary’s news – Luke 1:39–56 
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% Review previous lessons
Display Story sketch 1 (page 6).

Invite students to summarise the Bible story from the  
previous lesson.

Display Summary statement 1 (page 17).

Re-read the Summary statement, pointing to the  
corresponding sketch.

# Predict content
Display RESOURCE 2.2 – Story sketch 2. 

Ask ‘What do you think the Bible story will be about?’

! Read and comprehend 
Activity 1: Introducing the story

Divide students into pairs.

Distribute RESOURCE 2.3 – Picture sheet to pairs.

Invite students to work together to compose a story by 
writing a simple caption under each picture.

Distribute RESOURCE 2.4 – Bible text to each student.

Invite students to read it aloud twice in pairs, taking turns 
to read.

Activity 2: Defining words and phrases

Write these phrases on the board: went quickly, went into, 
said hello to, in her womb, cried out.

Invite students to find and circle the words in the text that 
have the same meaning.

Lesson 2: Part 2. Mary’s news – Luke 1:39–56 

RESOURCE 2.3 – 
Picture sheet  
Print one sheet per 
pair. 

RESOURCE 2.2 –  
Story sketch 2 
Print one A4 or A3 
copy to display.

RESOURCE 2.4 –  
Bible text  
Print one Bible text per 
student.
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Read answers:

Mary got ready and hurried (went quickly) to a town in 
Judea. She entered (went into) Zechariah’s home and 
greeted (said hello to) Elizabeth.  
 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby inside 
her (in her womb) jumped and Elizabeth was filled with 
God’s Spirit. She called out (cried out).

Activity 3: Revision

Divide students into pairs.

Re-read RESOURCE 2.4 – Bible text aloud to the class.

Invite students to retell the narrative to their partners in 
their own words (without looking at the text).

& Invite curiosity 
Ask ‘Do you have any questions or comments about the 
story?’

$  An important question
Ask ‘What do we learn about Jesus?’

'  Summary statement
Say ‘Elizabeth and Mary believed and rejoiced in the  
promised saviour.’

Lesson 2: Part 2. Mary’s news – Luke 1:39–56 

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Invite students to read 
the passage in their heart 
language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate
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Lesson 2: Part 1. Thankfulness and joy 
Print one sheet per student.2.1.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bingo picture sheet
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Lesson 2: Part 1. Thankfulness and joy 
Print on cardboard and cut out 8 tokens per student.2.1.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bingo tokens
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Lesson 2: Part 2. Mary’s news – Luke 1:39–56
Print one A4 or A3 copy to display.2.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Story sketch 2
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Lesson 2: Part 2. Mary’s news – Luke 1:39–56
Print one sheet per pair.2.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Picture sheet
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Lesson 2: Part 2. Mary’s news – Luke 1:39–56
Print one Bible text per student.2.4  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text

Mary got ready and hurried to a town in Judea. She entered Zechariah’s home and greeted 
Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby inside her jumped and Elizabeth was filled 
with God’s Spirit. She called out, ‘God has blessed you, and blessed is the child you will 
have! But why is God so kind to me? Why has the mother of my Lord come to me? As soon 
as I heard your voice, the baby inside me jumped for joy. God has blessed you. You have 
believed that the Lord would keep his promises to you!’

Mary said, ‘My soul praises the Lord. My spirit delights in God my saviour …’

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months. Then she returned home.

Mary got ready and hurried to a town in Judea. She entered Zechariah’s home and greeted 
Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby inside her jumped and Elizabeth was filled 
with God’s Spirit. She called out, ‘God has blessed you, and blessed is the child you will 
have! But why is God so kind to me? Why has the mother of my Lord come to me? As soon 
as I heard your voice, the baby inside me jumped for joy. God has blessed you. You have 
believed that the Lord would keep his promises to you!’

Mary said, ‘My soul praises the Lord. My spirit delights in God my saviour …’

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months. Then she returned home.

Mary got ready and hurried to a town in Judea. She entered Zechariah’s home and greeted 
Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby inside her jumped and Elizabeth was filled 
with God’s Spirit. She called out, ‘God has blessed you, and blessed is the child you will 
have! But why is God so kind to me? Why has the mother of my Lord come to me? As soon 
as I heard your voice, the baby inside me jumped for joy. God has blessed you. You have 
believed that the Lord would keep his promises to you!’

Mary said, ‘My soul praises the Lord. My spirit delights in God my saviour …’

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months. Then she returned home.

Luke 1:39–56

Luke 1:39–56

Luke 1:39–56
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Lesson 3
!"#$%& !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.!/&0%12
Populations and the census

!"#$%' !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.34!/&0%12
The birth of Jesus 
Luke 2:1–7

()*%)+,"-%
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the town of his  
ancestor King David.

56
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57Lesson 3: Prepare lesson

( Prepare lesson 

Part 1. Populations and the census
Print resources

 ! RESOURCE 3.1 – ABS population distribution map – 
Australia   
Print one A3 copy to display or one A4 copy per pair.

 ! RESOURCE 3.2 – Census information text 
Print one text per student.

Part 2. The birth of Jesus 
Luke 2:1–7
Read scripture

 ! Luke 2:1–7 in your Bible
 ! Luke 2:1–7 paraphrase on page 61

Print resources
 ! Story sketches 1–2 (on pages 6–7) 

Print one copy of each sketch to display.
 ! Summary statements 1–2 (on pages 17–18)  

Print one copy of each statement to display.
 ! RESOURCE 3.3 – Map of Judea and surrounds 

Print one A3 copy to display or one A4 copy per 
pair of students.

 ! RESOURCE 3.4 – Bible text 
Print one Bible text per student.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Print the passage in 
the students’ heart languages for 
them to read or take home. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate
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58Lesson 3: Part 1. Populations and the census

Part 1. Populations and the census 

" Activate knowledge
Display RESOURCE 3.1 – ABS population distribution map 
– Australia.

Discuss the information on the map. Prompt using the 
following questions:

 ! ‘What are the names of the states and territories in 
Australia?’

 ! ‘What is the capital city of …?’
 ! ‘Where do most of the people live?’
 ! ‘What is the word for land near the sea?’  

(coast, beach)
 ! ‘What is the name for inland Australia?’  

(outback, desert)
 ! ‘Where have you been in Australia? Where would 

you like to go in Australia? Why?’

Invite students to compare the population in Australia with 
the populations in their home countries. (They can look 
this information up on their phones if necessary.)

Write the population figures for the countries represented 
in your class on the board, and practise saying the  
numbers.

Write three sentences on the board comparing the  
population figures. For example:

 ! China has more people than Australia.
 ! Australia has fewer people than Japan.
 ! China and India have similar population numbers.

Read these sentences aloud.

Erase the country names from the sentences on the board.

Invite students to compose sentences by filling in the gaps 
with other country names.

RESOURCE 3.1 – ABS 
population distribution 
map – Australia  
Print one A3 copy to 
display or one A4 copy 
per pair.
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59Lesson 3: Part 1. Populations and the census

# Focus on language
Write the word census on the board.

Define the word (see the Glossary on page 28).

Say ‘I am going to read a text about the census. I will read 
it twice. Listen the first time, then take notes as you listen 
the second time.’

Read the following text aloud twice:

Every 5 years, the Australian Bureau of Statistics 
counts every person in Australia. We call this the  
census. The census tells the story of how we are 
changing. It includes around 10 million households  
and over 25 million people. Census data helps the  
government to know what we need now and how to 
plan for the future. It tells us about the economic,  
social and cultural make-up of the country.  
 
Governments and businesses use the information to 
make important decisions about transport, schools, 
health care, roads, buildings, and local services. For 
example, knowing the languages spoken in people’s 
homes helps the government to provide the  
community services they need.

Divide students into small groups.

Invite students to work together to write a summary of the 
information.

Invite one group to read out their summary.

Invite others to add details and correct any content.

Divide students into pairs.

Distribute RESOURCE 3.2 – Census information text to 
each student.

Invite students to read the text aloud together.

Ask ‘Are there any words that are new to you?’

Define any new words.

RESOURCE 3.2 – 
Census information 
text 
Print one text per 
student.

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



Lesson 3: Part 1. Populations and the census

$ Undertake speaking tasks 
Choose one or more tasks to suit your context.

Speaking task 1: Class discussion

Ask ‘What are some examples of services that the  
government provides on the basis of census information?’ 
(e.g. transport, schools, health care, roads, buildings).

Speaking task 2: Sharing stories

Ask ‘Have you ever been part of a census? Tell us about it.’

Accept responses and encourage questions from other 
students.

Speaking task 3: Multiple choice quiz

Say the statements below, writing the three possible  
answers for each question on the board: 

 ! ‘About 1 in 11 children in Australia were born in  
New South Wales/overseas/in Tasmania.’

 ! ‘About one-third of Australian children live in  
New South Wales/Victoria/Queensland.’

 ! ‘About six per cent of children in Australia  
are indigenous/live in Darwin/live near the coast.’

Accept responses. (Answers are in bold.)

! Lead into Bible
Say ‘Our Bible time is about a census and an important 
birth.’

60
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Part 2. The birth of Jesus   

! Luke 2:1–7 (paraphrase)
This Bible paraphrase will be referred to later in this  
lesson. 

When Quirinius was governor of Syria, Caesar  
Augustus made a law. He said that a census must 
be taken of everyone in the Roman world. Everyone 
went to their hometowns to be counted.

Joseph went to Bethlehem, the town of David, in 
Judea. Joseph belonged to the family of David. He 
went to Bethlehem with Mary to be counted. Mary 
was engaged to him. She was pregnant.

While Joseph and Mary were there, Mary gave birth 
to her first baby. It was a boy. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger because there 
was no place for them to stay.

 

Lesson 3: Part 2. The birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1–7 
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% Review previous lessons
Display Story sketches 1–2 (pages 6–7).

Point to the Story sketches one at a time, inviting students 
to summarise the Bible story from each of the previous  
lessons.

Display Summary statements 1–2 (pages 17–18).

Re-read the Summary statements from each lesson,  
pointing to the corresponding sketches.

# Predict content
Ask ‘What do you know about the birth of Jesus?’

Accept responses.

Prompt with drawings, through mime, or by writing the 
words slowly on the board. For example, write Bethlehem, 
stable, donkey (or d_ _ _ _ _), animals (or a_im_ls).

Display RESOURCE 3.3 – Map of Judea and surrounds.

Invite students to find Syria, Judea and Bethlehem on the 
map.

Invite advanced students to describe where the places are 
in relation to each other.

! Read and comprehend 
Activity 1: Listen and reconstruct

Read the Bible paraphrase below aloud twice, inviting  
students to listen and take notes.

Luke 2:1–7 (paraphrase)

When Quirinius was governor of Syria, Caesar  
Augustus made a law. He said that a census must be 
taken of everyone in the Roman world. Everyone went 
to their hometowns to be counted.

Lesson 3: Part 2. The birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1–7 

RESOURCE 3.3 – Map 
of Judea and surrounds  
Print one A3 copy to 
display or one A4 copy 
per pair of students.
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Joseph went to Bethlehem, the town of David, in 
Judea. Joseph belonged to the family of David. He 
went to Bethlehem with Mary to be counted. Mary was 
engaged to him. She was pregnant.

While Joseph and Mary were there, Mary gave birth to 
her first baby. It was a boy. She wrapped him in cloths 
and placed him in a manger because there was no 
place for them to stay.

Invite students to identify the main points of the narrative.

Write students’ suggestions on the board.

Activity 2: Read and define new words

Distribute RESOURCE 3.4 – Bible text to each student.

Invite students to read it quietly, circling any words that 
are new to them.

Define any new words together (see the Glossary on page 
28).

Activity 3: Comprehension

Ask the following questions and accept responses:

 ! ‘Who was the governor of Syria when Jesus was 
born?’ Quirinius

 ! ‘Who made a law that everyone must be counted?’ 
Caesar Augustus

 ! ‘Where did Joseph have to go to be counted? 
Why?’ Bethlehem – his hometown

 ! ‘Who did Joseph take with him to Bethlehem? 
Why?’ Mary – they were engaged

 ! ‘Why did Mary put her baby in a manger?’  
There was no place for them to stay

 ! ‘Does anything surprise you about this story?’

Lesson 3: Part 2. The birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1–7 

RESOURCE 3.4 –  
Bible text  
Print one Bible text per 
student.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Invite students to read 
the passage in their heart 
language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate
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& Invite curiosity 
Ask ‘Do you have any questions or comments about the 
story?’

$  An important question
Ask ‘What do we learn about Jesus?’

'  Summary statement
Say ‘Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the town of his  
ancestor King David.’

Lesson 3: Part 2. The birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1–7 64
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Lesson 3: Part 1. Populations and the census 
Print one A3 copy to display or one A4 copy per pair.3.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – ABS population  

distribution map – Australia
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Lesson 3: Part 1. Populations and the census 
Print one text per student.3.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Census information text

Every 5 years, the Australian Bureau of Statistics counts every person in Australia. We call 
this the census. The census tells the story of how we are changing. It includes around 10 
million households and over 25 million people. Census data helps the government to know 
what we need now and how to plan for the future. It tells us about the economic, social and 
cultural make-up of the country. Governments and businesses use the information to make 
important decisions about transport, schools, health care, roads, buildings, and local  
services. For example, knowing the languages spoken in people’s homes helps the  
government to provide the community services they need.

Every 5 years, the Australian Bureau of Statistics counts every person in Australia. We call 
this the census. The census tells the story of how we are changing. It includes around 10 
million households and over 25 million people. Census data helps the government to know 
what we need now and how to plan for the future. It tells us about the economic, social and 
cultural make-up of the country. Governments and businesses use the information to make 
important decisions about transport, schools, health care, roads, buildings, and local  
services. For example, knowing the languages spoken in people’s homes helps the  
government to provide the community services they need.

Every 5 years, the Australian Bureau of Statistics counts every person in Australia. We call 
this the census. The census tells the story of how we are changing. It includes around 10 
million households and over 25 million people. Census data helps the government to know 
what we need now and how to plan for the future. It tells us about the economic, social and 
cultural make-up of the country. Governments and businesses use the information to make 
important decisions about transport, schools, health care, roads, buildings, and local  
services. For example, knowing the languages spoken in people’s homes helps the  
government to provide the community services they need.

Every 5 years, the Australian Bureau of Statistics counts every person in Australia. We call 
this the census. The census tells the story of how we are changing. It includes around 10 
million households and over 25 million people. Census data helps the government to know 
what we need now and how to plan for the future. It tells us about the economic, social and 
cultural make-up of the country. Governments and businesses use the information to make 
important decisions about transport, schools, health care, roads, buildings, and local  
services. For example, knowing the languages spoken in people’s homes helps the  
government to provide the community services they need.
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Lesson 3: Part 2. The birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1–7 
Print one A3 copy to display OR one A4 copy per pair of students.3.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Map of  

Judea and surrounds
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Lesson 3: Part 2. The birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1–7 
Print one Bible text per student.3.4  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text

When Quirinius was governor of Syria, Caesar Augustus made a law. He said that a census 
must be taken of everyone in the Roman world. Everyone went to their hometowns to be 
counted.

Joseph went to Bethlehem, the town of David, in Judea. Joseph belonged to the family of 
David. He went to Bethlehem with Mary to be counted. Mary was engaged to him. She was 
pregnant.

While Joseph and Mary were there, Mary gave birth to her first baby. It was a boy. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger because there was no place for them to 
stay.

When Quirinius was governor of Syria, Caesar Augustus made a law. He said that a census 
must be taken of everyone in the Roman world. Everyone went to their hometowns to be 
counted.

Joseph went to Bethlehem, the town of David, in Judea. Joseph belonged to the family of 
David. He went to Bethlehem with Mary to be counted. Mary was engaged to him. She was 
pregnant.

While Joseph and Mary were there, Mary gave birth to her first baby. It was a boy. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger because there was no place for them to 
stay.

When Quirinius was governor of Syria, Caesar Augustus made a law. He said that a census 
must be taken of everyone in the Roman world. Everyone went to their hometowns to be 
counted.

Joseph went to Bethlehem, the town of David, in Judea. Joseph belonged to the family of 
David. He went to Bethlehem with Mary to be counted. Mary was engaged to him. She was 
pregnant.

While Joseph and Mary were there, Mary gave birth to her first baby. It was a boy. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger because there was no place for them to 
stay.

Luke 2:1–7

Luke 2:1–7

Luke 2:1–7
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Lesson 4
!"#$%& !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.!/&0%12
A modern shepherd

!"#$%' !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.34!/&0%12
Shepherds hear good news
Luke 2:8–20

()*%)+,"-%
The shepherds heard through God’s messengers that 
the saviour and king had been born. After they saw 
Jesus, they praised God and told everyone.
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70Lesson 4: Prepare lesson

( Prepare lesson 

Part 1. A modern shepherd
Print resources

 ! RESOURCE 4.1 – Picture sheet 
Print one sheet per small group.

 ! RESOURCE 4.2 – News report 
Print and cut enough of each text segment for  
one-third of the class.

 ! RESOURCE 4.3 – Word search 
Print one copy per student. 

Part 2. Shepherds hear good news 
Luke 2:8–20
Read scripture

 ! Luke 2:8–20 in your Bible
 ! Luke 2:8–20 paraphrase on page 74

Print resources
 ! Story sketches 1–3 (on pages 6–8) 

Print one copy of each sketch to display.
 ! Summary statements 1–3 (on pages 17–19)  

Print one copy of each statement to display.
 ! RESOURCE 4.4 – Story sketch 4 

Print one A4 or A3 copy to display.
 ! RESOURCE 4.5 – Gap-fill activity 

Print one copy per student.
 ! RESOURCE 4.6 – Bible text 

Print one Bible text per student.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Print the passage in 
the students’ heart languages for 
them to read or take home. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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71Lesson 4: Part 1. A modern shepherd

Part 1. A modern shepherd 

" Activate knowledge
Divide the class into small groups.

Distribute RESOURCE 4.1 – Picture sheet to small groups.

Invite students to talk about what they see in the pictures.

Write vocabulary on the board as groups take turns to 
describe the pictures.

Write on the board: Chinese shepherd is praised as a 
saviour.

Say ‘This is a news report headline. What do you think it 
will be about?’

# Focus on language
Divide the class into 3 groups.

Distribute different text segments from RESOURCE 4.2 – 
News report to small groups so that all members of one 
group have the same text (a, b or c) and each group has a 
different text (i.e. one group has a, one has b, one has c).

Invite students to read the text silently and then aloud in 
their groups.

Invite groups to summarise the text in their own words.

Invite each group to share the summary of their segment 
of the text with the class (in order).

Distribute RESOURCE 4.3 – Word search to each student.

Read the text aloud, inviting students to read along:

Chinese shepherd is praised as a saviour
Wednesday 26 May 2021

A shepherd in China was taking care of his sheep.  
He could see that the weather was turning bad. 

RESOURCE 4.1 – 
Picture sheet 
Print one sheet per 
small group.

RESOURCE 4.2 –  
News report 
Print and cut enough of 
each text segment for 
one-third of the class.

RESOURCE 4.3 –  
Word search 
Print one copy per 
student.
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72Lesson 4: Part 1. A modern shepherd

The temperature dropped, the rain came, and the 
wind blew. He hurried to a nearby cave and sheltered 
there. He had everything he needed in the cave.

The shepherd told reporters that he heard people  
outside, and saw some runners looking cold and  
terrified. He brought them into the cave from the field 
and took care of them. 
 
One of the runners was unconscious. The shepherd 
carried him to the cave and wrapped him in blankets, 
saving his life.

Many other marathon runners died that day, but 
the shepherd was able to save six. Later the runners 
thanked the shepherd for saving their lives. The  
shepherd said he was just an ordinary person who did 
an ordinary thing. He said he was no angel and wasn’t 
interested in glory.

Invite students to find and circle the words from the box in 
the news report.

Define the circled words.

Invite students to use some of the circled words in new 
sentences.

$ Undertake speaking tasks 
Choose one or more tasks to suit your context.

Speaking task 1: Sharing stories

Divide students into pairs.

Invite students to share about a time they were:

a. surprised by something

b. saved from something.
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73Lesson 4: Part 1. A modern shepherd

Speaking task 2: Class discussion

Review the Phrases for discussion on page 27, allowing  
students time to practise.

Write on the board: Sometimes what you’re looking for 
comes when you’re not looking at all.

Invite students to discuss and give their opinions.

! Lead into Bible
Say ‘Our Bible time is about some shepherds who also saw 
and heard something surprising.’

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



Part 2. Shepherds hear good news 

! Luke 2:8–20 (paraphrase)
This Bible paraphrase will be referred to later in this  
lesson. 

There were shepherds in the fields nearby. It was 
night, and they were taking care of their sheep.

An angel appeared to them. They were terrified but 
the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring 
you good news for all people. Today in the town of 
David a saviour has been born. He is God’s king. 
You will find a baby wrapped in cloth and lying in a 
manger.’

Suddenly a large group of angels from heaven a 
ppeared. They said, ‘Glory to God and peace to 
those he is pleased with on earth!’

The angels left and the shepherds hurried off 
and found the baby lying in the manger. After the  
shepherds had seen him, they praised God and told 
everyone. Everything they had seen and heard was 
just as they had been told.

 

Lesson 4: Part 2. Shepherds hear good news – Luke 2:8–20 74
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% Review previous lessons
Display Story sketches 1–3 (pages 6–8).

Point to the Story sketches one at a time, inviting students 
to summarise the Bible story from each of the previous  
lessons.

Display Summary statements 1–3 (pages 17–19).

Re-read the Summary statements from each lesson,  
pointing to the corresponding sketches.

# Predict content
Display RESOURCE 4.4 – Story sketch 4.

Ask ‘What do you think this Bible text is about?’

Discuss the meaning of these words: shepherd, angel, 
glory, saviour.

! Read and comprehend 
Activity 1: Gap-fill

Distribute RESOURCE 4.5 – Gap-fill activity.

Invite students to fill in the gaps as you read the following 
Bible paraphrase aloud slowly, pausing on bold words for 
students to write.

Luke 2:8–20 (paraphrase)

There were shepherds in the fields nearby. It was 
night, and they were taking care of their sheep.

An angel appeared to them. They were terrified but 
the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news for all people. Today in the town of David a 
saviour has been born. He is God’s king. You will find a 
baby wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger.’

 

Lesson 4: Part 2. Shepherds hear good news – Luke 2:8–20 

RESOURCE 4.4 –  
Story sketch 4  
Print one A4 or A3 
copy to display.

RESOURCE 4.5 –  
Gap-fill activity 
Print one copy per 
student.
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Suddenly a large group of angels from heaven  
appeared. They said, ‘Glory to God and peace to 
those he is pleased with on earth!’

The angels left and the shepherds hurried off and 
found the baby lying in the manger. After the  
shepherds had seen him, they praised God and told 
everyone. Everything they had seen and heard was 
just as they had been told.

Activity 2: Define new words

Divide students into pairs. 

Distribute RESOURCE 4.6 – Bible text to each student.

Invite students to read the text together and check their 
answers in the gap-fill activity.

Invite students to circle any words that are new to them.

Define any new words (see the Glossary on page 28).

Activity 3: Retell

Invite students to retell the story in their own words, in 
pairs or to the class.

& Invite curiosity 
Ask ‘Do you have any questions or comments about the 
story?’ 

$  An important question
Ask ‘Why do you think the shepherds say the birth of  
Jesus is good news for all people?’

Lesson 4: Part 2. Shepherds hear good news – Luke 2:8–20 

RESOURCE 4.6 –  
Bible text 
Print one Bible text per 
student.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Invite students to read 
the passage in their heart 
language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.

76

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate

https://www.bible.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/


77

'  Summary statement
Say ‘The angels told the shepherds that the saviour and 
king had been born. After they saw Jesus, they praised 
God and told everyone.’

Lesson 4: Part 2. Shepherds hear good news – Luke 2:8–20 
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Lesson 4: Part 1. A modern shepherd 
 Print one sheet per small group.4.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – Picture sheet
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Lesson 4: Part 1. A modern shepherd 
Print and cut enough of each text segment for one-third of the class.4.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – News report

a. A shepherd in China was taking care of his sheep. He could see that the weather was 
changing. The temperature dropped, the rain came, and the wind blew. He hurried to a 
nearby cave and sheltered there. He had everything he needed in the cave.

a. A shepherd in China was taking care of his sheep. He could see that the weather was 
changing. The temperature dropped, the rain came, and the wind blew. He hurried to a 
nearby cave and sheltered there. He had everything he needed in the cave.

a. A shepherd in China was taking care of his sheep. He could see that the weather was 
changing. The temperature dropped, the rain came, and the wind blew. He hurried to a 
nearby cave and sheltered there. He had everything he needed in the cave.

a. A shepherd in China was taking care of his sheep. He could see that the weather was 
changing. The temperature dropped, the rain came, and the wind blew. He hurried to a 
nearby cave and sheltered there. He had everything he needed in the cave.

a. A shepherd in China was taking care of his sheep. He could see that the weather was 
changing. The temperature dropped, the rain came, and the wind blew. He hurried to a 
nearby cave and sheltered there. He had everything he needed in the cave.

a. A shepherd in China was taking care of his sheep. He could see that the weather was 
changing. The temperature dropped, the rain came, and the wind blew. He hurried to a 
nearby cave and sheltered there. He had everything he needed in the cave.
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Lesson 4: Part 1. A modern shepherd 
Print and cut enough of each text segment for one-third of the class.4.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – News report

b. The shepherd told reporters that he heard people outside, and saw some runners  
looking cold and terrified. He brought them into the cave from the field and took care of 
them. One of the runners was unconscious. The shepherd carried him to the cave and 
wrapped him in blankets, saving his life.

 
 b. The shepherd told reporters that he heard people outside, and saw some runners  
looking cold and terrified. He brought them into the cave from the field and took care of 
them. One of the runners was unconscious. The shepherd carried him to the cave and 
wrapped him in blankets, saving his life.

b. The shepherd told reporters that he heard people outside, and saw some runners  
looking cold and terrified. He brought them into the cave from the field and took care of 
them. One of the runners was unconscious. The shepherd carried him to the cave and 
wrapped him in blankets, saving his life.

b. The shepherd told reporters that he heard people outside, and saw some runners  
looking cold and terrified. He brought them into the cave from the field and took care of 
them. One of the runners was unconscious. The shepherd carried him to the cave and 
wrapped him in blankets, saving his life.

b. The shepherd told reporters that he heard people outside, and saw some runners  
looking cold and terrified. He brought them into the cave from the field and took care of 
them. One of the runners was unconscious. The shepherd carried him to the cave and 
wrapped him in blankets, saving his life.

b. The shepherd told reporters that he heard people outside, and saw some runners  
looking cold and terrified. He brought them into the cave from the field and took care of 
them. One of the runners was unconscious. The shepherd carried him to the cave and 
wrapped him in blankets, saving his life.
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Lesson 4: Part 1. A modern shepherd 
Print and cut enough of each text segment for one-third of the class.4.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – News report

c. Many other marathon runners died that day, but the shepherd was able to save six.  
Later the runners thanked the shepherd for saving their lives. The shepherd said he was just 
an ordinary person who did an ordinary thing. He said he was no angel and wasn’t interested 
in glory.

c. Many other marathon runners died that day, but the shepherd was able to save six. 
Later the runners thanked the shepherd for saving their lives. The shepherd said he was just 
an ordinary person who did an ordinary thing. He said he was no angel and wasn’t interested 
in glory.

c. Many other marathon runners died that day, but the shepherd was able to save six. 
Later the runners thanked the shepherd for saving their lives. The shepherd said he was just 
an ordinary person who did an ordinary thing. He said he was no angel and wasn’t interested 
in glory.

c. Many other marathon runners died that day, but the shepherd was able to save six. 
Later the runners thanked the shepherd for saving their lives. The shepherd said he was just 
an ordinary person who did an ordinary thing. He said he was no angel and wasn’t interested 
in glory.

c. Many other marathon runners died that day, but the shepherd was able to save six. 
Later the runners thanked the shepherd for saving their lives. The shepherd said he was just 
an ordinary person who did an ordinary thing. He said he was no angel and wasn’t interested 
in glory.

c. Many other marathon runners died that day, but the shepherd was able to save six. 
Later the runners thanked the shepherd for saving their lives. The shepherd said he was just 
an ordinary person who did an ordinary thing. He said he was no angel and wasn’t interested 
in glory.
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Lesson 4: Part 1. A modern shepherd
Print one copy per student.4.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Word search

shepherd

field

sheep

saviour

glory 

saw

heard

hurried 

wrapped

terrified

praised

told

took care

nearby

Circle these words in the text below.

Chinese shepherd is praised as a saviour

Wednesday 26 May 2021

A  shepherd  in China was taking care of his sheep. He could see that the weather was  

turning bad. The temperature dropped, the rain came, and the wind blew. He hurried to a 

nearby cave and sheltered there. He had everything he needed in the cave.

The shepherd told reporters that he heard people outside, and saw some runners looking 

cold and terrified. He brought them into the cave from the field and took care of them.  

One of the runners was unconscious. The shepherd carried him to the cave and wrapped 

him in blankets, saving his life.

Many other marathon runners died that day, but the shepherd was able to save six. Later 

the runners thanked the shepherd for saving their lives. The shepherd said he was just an 

ordinary person who did an ordinary thing. He said he was no angel and wasn’t interested in 

glory.
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Lesson 4: Part 2. Shepherds hear good news – Luke 2:8–20 
Print one A4 or A3 copy to display.4.4  RESOURCERESOURCE – Story sketch 4
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Lesson 4: Part 2. Shepherds hear good news – Luke 2:8–20 
Print one copy per student.4.5  RESOURCERESOURCE – Gap-fill activity

born

found

heard

shepherds

baby

seen 

nearby

Suddenly

afraid

sheep

news

everyone

Choose the correct word from the box to fill the gaps in the text.

Luke 2:8–20

There were    shepherds   in the fields __________________. It was night, and they were  

taking care of their __________________. 

An angel appeared to them. They were terrified but the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 

__________________. I bring you good ________________ for all people. Today in the town of 

David a saviour has been ______________. He is God’s king. You will find a ______________ 

wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger.’

 _________________ a large group of angels from heaven appeared. They said, ‘Glory to God 

in the highest and peace to those he is pleased with on earth!’

The angels left, and the shepherds hurried off and ____________________ the baby  

lying in the manger. After the shepherds had seen him, they praised God and told 

___________________. Everything they had ________________ and ________________ was just 

as they had been told.
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Lesson 4: Part 2. Shepherds hear good news – Luke 2:8–20 
Print one Bible text per student.4.6  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text

There were shepherds in the fields nearby. It was night, and they were taking care of their 
sheep.

An angel appeared to them. They were terrified but the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news for all people. Today in the town of David a saviour has been 
born. He is God’s king. You will find a baby wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger.’

Suddenly a large group of angels from heaven appeared. They said, ‘Glory to God and 
peace to those he is pleased with on earth!’

The angels left and the shepherds hurried off and found the baby lying in the manger. After 
the shepherds had seen him, they praised God and told everyone. Everything they had seen 
and heard was just as they had been told.

There were shepherds in the fields nearby. It was night, and they were taking care of their 
sheep.

An angel appeared to them. They were terrified but the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news for all people. Today in the town of David a saviour has been 
born. He is God’s king. You will find a baby wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger.’

Suddenly a large group of angels from heaven appeared. They said, ‘Glory to God and 
peace to those he is pleased with on earth!’

The angels left and the shepherds hurried off and found the baby lying in the manger. After 
the shepherds had seen him, they praised God and told everyone. Everything they had seen 
and heard was just as they had been told.

There were shepherds in the fields nearby. It was night, and they were taking care of their 
sheep.

An angel appeared to them. They were terrified but the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news for all people. Today in the town of David a saviour has been 
born. He is God’s king. You will find a baby wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger.’

Suddenly a large group of angels from heaven appeared. They said, ‘Glory to God and 
peace to those he is pleased with on earth!’

The angels left and the shepherds hurried off and found the baby lying in the manger. After 
the shepherds had seen him, they praised God and told everyone. Everything they had seen 
and heard was just as they had been told.

Luke 2:8–20

Luke 2:8–20

Luke 2:8–20
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Lesson 5
!"#$%& !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.!/&0%12
Promises

!"#$%' !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.34!/&0%12
Simeon and Anna meet God’s king 
Luke 2:22–40

()*%)+,"-%
After waiting a long time, Simeon and Anna  
recognised Jesus as God’s promised king.  
They praised God and told many people.
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87Lesson 5: Prepare lesson

( Prepare lesson 

Part 1. Promises
Print resources

 ! RESOURCE 5.1 – Promises worksheet 
Print one copy per pair.

 ! RESOURCE 5.2 – Board game 
Print one copy per small group on cardboard. 

Additional equipment
 ! Tokens and some dice for the board game

Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet 
God’s king – Luke 2:22–40
Read scripture

 ! Luke 2:22–40 in your Bible
 ! Luke 2:22–40 paraphrase on page 90

Print resources
 ! Story sketches 1–4 (on pages 6–9) 

Print one copy of each sketch to display.
 ! Summary statements 1–4 (on pages 17–20)  

Print one copy of each statement to display.
 ! RESOURCE 5.3 – Picture sheet 

Print one A4 or A3 copy to display.
 ! RESOURCE 5.4 – Bible text 

Print one Bible text per student.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Print the passage in 
the students’ heart languages for 
them to read or take home. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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Lesson 5: Part 1. Promises

Part 1. Promises

" Activate knowledge
Write on the board: I promise …

Divide students into pairs.

Invite pairs to brainstorm as many endings to the sentence 
as they can.

Invite pairs to share their sentences with the class without 
repeating any that have been said.

# Focus on language
Bring students back together as a class.

Ask ‘Are promises hard to keep?’

Accept responses and discuss.

Write these words in a list on the left side of the board: 
easy, possible, difficult, impossible.

Invite students to define the words. Prompt as necessary.

Say ‘Tell me a promise that is easy to keep.’

Write the promise on the board beside easy.

Repeat for possible, difficult and impossible.

$ Undertake speaking tasks 
Choose one or more tasks to suit your context.

Speaking task 1: Assessing promises

Divide students into pairs.

88
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89Lesson 5: Part 1. Promises

Distribute RESOURCE 5.1 – Promises worksheet to pairs.

Ask students to discuss the promises and circle the word 
that best describes each one.

Invite pairs to share their answers with the class.

Discuss points of difference and invite students to give 
reasons for their answers.

Speaking task 2: Sharing stories

Divide students into pairs.

Write the following prompts on the board: 

 ! Talk about a promise you have made and kept.
 ! Talk about a promise you were not able to keep.
 ! Talk about a promise someone has made to you.  

Did they keep it?

Invite students to share in pairs.

Speaking task 3: Board game discussion

Divide students into small groups.

Distribute RESOURCE 5.2 – Board game and the tokens 
and dice you have brought.

Invite students to play the game in their groups.

! Lead into Bible
Say ‘Our Bible time is about two people who have waited a 
long time for a promise to come true.’

RESOURCE 5.1 – 
Promises worksheet 
Print one copy per pair.

RESOURCE 5.2 – 
Board game 
Print one copy 
per small group on 
cardboard.
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Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet
God’s king 

! Luke 2:22–40 (paraphrase)
This Bible paraphrase will be referred to later in this  
lesson. 

When Jesus was a baby, Joseph and Mary took him 
to Jerusalem. There was a man named Simeon in 
Jerusalem. He was waiting for God’s promise to  
Israel to come true. God’s Spirit told Simeon that 
he would not die before he had seen the Messiah. 
When Simeon met Jesus and his parents, he took 
Jesus in his arms and praised God.

He said, ‘Lord, you are the king over all … my eyes 
have seen your salvation.’

He said to Mary, ‘God has sent this child, but many 
will speak against him. The thoughts of many hearts 
will be known. A sword will wound your own soul 
too.’

There was also a prophet named Anna. She was 
an elderly woman. When Anna met Jesus and his  
family she gave thanks to God. She spoke about 
Jesus to many people.

Joseph and Mary returned to Nazareth in Galilee. 
The child grew and became strong and wise.

 

90Lesson 5: Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet God’s king – Luke 2:22–40
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% Review previous lessons
Display Story sketches 1–4 (pages 6–9).

Point to the Story sketches one at a time, inviting students 
to summarise the Bible story from each of the previous  
lessons.

Display Summary statements 1–4 (pages 17–20).

Re-read the Summary statements from each lesson,  
pointing to the corresponding sketches.

# Predict content
Display RESOURCE 5.3 – Picture set.

Ask students what they see.

Accept responses.

Elicit vocabulary by pointing to specific things in the  
pictures (e.g. baby, man, parents, elderly woman, family).

Ask ‘What do you think the Bible story will be about?’

! Read and comprehend 
Activity 1: Listen and retell

Divide students into small groups.

Read the following Bible paraphrase aloud twice.

Luke 2:22–40 (paraphrase)

When Jesus was a baby, Joseph and Mary took him to 
Jerusalem. There was a man named Simeon in  
Jerusalem. He was waiting for God’s promise to Israel 
to come true. God’s Spirit told Simeon that he would 
not die before he had seen the Messiah. When Simeon 
met Jesus and his parents, he took Jesus in his arms 
and praised God.

 

RESOURCE 5.3 – 
Picture sheet 
Print one A4 or A3 
copy to display.

Lesson 5: Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet God’s king – Luke 2:22–40
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He said, ‘Lord, you are the king over all … my eyes 
have seen your salvation.’

He said to Mary, ‘God has sent this child, but many 
will speak against him. The thoughts of many hearts 
will be known. A sword will wound your own soul too.’

There was also a prophet named Anna. She was an  
elderly woman. When Anna met Jesus and his  
family she gave thanks to God. She spoke about Jesus 
to many people.

Joseph and Mary returned to Nazareth in Galilee.  
The child grew and became strong and wise.

Invite students to retell the story to each other in their 
small groups.

Invite groups to share their recounts with the class.

Encourage other groups to help each other with details as 
they listen.

Activity 2: Define new words

Distribute RESOURCE 5.4 – Bible text to each student.

Invite students to read it in their small groups and circle 
any words that are new to them.

Define any new words (see the Glossary on page 28).

Invite students to practise using these new words in  
sentences.

Activity 3: Spoken gap-fill activity

Read the text below slowly, pausing to invite students to 
call out the missing content.

When Jesus was a [pause] baby, Joseph and Mary 
took him to Jerusalem. There was a man named  
Simeon in Jerusalem. He was [pause] waiting for 
God’s promise to Israel to come true. God’s Spirit told  
Simeon that he would not die before he had seen 
[pause] the Messiah. 

RESOURCE 5.4 –  
Bible text 
Print one Bible text per 
student.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Invite students to read 
the passage in their heart 
language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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When Simeon met Jesus and his parents, he took  
Jesus in his arms and [pause] praised God.

He said, ‘Lord, you are the king over all … my eyes 
have seen your [pause] salvation.’

He said to Mary, ‘God has sent this child, but many 
will speak against him. The thoughts of many hearts 
will be known. A sword will wound your own soul too.’

There was also a prophet named Anna. She was an  
[pause] elderly woman. When Anna met Jesus and 
his family, she [pause] gave thanks to God. She spoke 
about Jesus to [pause] many people.

Joseph and Mary returned to Nazareth in Galilee.  
The child grew and became strong and wise.

& Invite curiosity 
Ask ‘Do you have any questions or comments about the 
story?’ 

$  An important question
Ask ‘What does Simeon say about Jesus?’

'  Summary statement
Say ‘After waiting a long time, Simeon and Anna saw that 
baby Jesus was God’s promised king. They praised God 
and told many people.’

Lesson 5: Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet God’s king – Luke 2:22–40
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Lesson 5: Part 1. Promises
Print one copy per pair.5.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – Promises worksheet

I promise to clean up my room.

I promise I will never lie again.

I promise to love you forever. 

I promise I will always forgive you.

I promise to repay the money I owe you.

I promise to take you to the beach on the 
weekend.

I promise to take you to Paris next year.

I promise you will get better.

I promise we can have pizza for dinner  
tomorrow night.

I promise I will never hurt you again. 

I promise your parcel will arrive on Monday.

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

Circle the word that best describes the promise.

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



Lesson 5: Part 1. Promises
Print one copy per small group on cardboard.5.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Board game

You kept a 
promise! 

Move forward 
5 spaces.

You broke 
a promise. 

Move back 3 
spaces.

Have you ever 
broken a  
promise?

Talk about a 
time when you 
were waiting for 

something.

What does it 
mean to break 

a promise?

Are you  
waiting for  

anything now?

Talk about a 
promise you 

kept.

What does  
‘regret’ mean?

Are promises 
good or bad?

What’s the  
biggest promise 
you’ve made?

What is a  
promise you will 

never make?

What is happening in 
this picture?

What is a 
promise?

What is one 
promise 

made at a 
wedding?

How is this picture 
about a promise? 

Describe this  
picture.

What sort of  
promise is this?

What is this person 
saying about their 

promise?

START

FINISH

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



 Lesson 5: Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet God’s king – Luke 2:22–40 
Print one A4 or A3 copy to display.5.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Picture sheet
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 Lesson 5: Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet God’s king – Luke 2:22–40 
Print one Bible text per student.5.4  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text

When Jesus was a baby, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem. There was a man named 
Simeon in Jerusalem. He was waiting for God’s promise to Israel to come true. God’s Spirit 
told Simeon that he would not die before he had seen the Messiah. When Simeon met  
Jesus and his parents, he took Jesus in his arms and praised God.

He said, ‘Lord, you are the king over all … my eyes have seen your salvation.’

He said to Mary, ‘God has sent this child, but many will speak against him. The thoughts of 
many hearts will be known. A sword will wound your own soul too.’

There was also a prophet named Anna. She was an elderly woman. When Anna met Jesus 
and his family she gave thanks to God. She spoke about Jesus to many people.

Joseph and Mary returned to Nazareth in Galilee. The child grew and became strong and 
wise.

When Jesus was a baby, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem. There was a man named 
Simeon in Jerusalem. He was waiting for God’s promise to Israel to come true. God’s Spirit 
told Simeon that he would not die before he had seen the Messiah. When Simeon met  
Jesus and his parents, he took Jesus in his arms and praised God.

He said, ‘Lord, you are the king over all … my eyes have seen your salvation.’

He said to Mary, ‘God has sent this child, but many will speak against him. The thoughts of 
many hearts will be known. A sword will wound your own soul too.’

There was also a prophet named Anna. She was an elderly woman. When Anna met Jesus 
and his family she gave thanks to God. She spoke about Jesus to many people.

Joseph and Mary returned to Nazareth in Galilee. The child grew and became strong and 
wise.

Luke 2:22–40

Luke 2:22–40
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Lesson 6
!"#$%& !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.!/&0%12
Childhood

!"#$%' !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.34!/&0%12
Twelve-year-old Jesus
Luke 2:41–52

()*%)+,"-%
Even as a child, Jesus amazed people with his  
understanding about God and his need to be with 
God his father.
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99Lesson 6: Prepare lesson

( Prepare lesson 

Part 1. Childhood
Print resources

 ! RESOURCE 6.1 – Picture sheet 
Print one sheet per pair.

 ! RESOURCE 6.2.1 – People pictures 
Print one sheet and cut out the pictures.

 ! RESOURCE 6.2.2 – Information strips 
Print one copy, cut out strips and shuffle.

 ! RESOURCE 6.2.3 – Fact sheet 
Print one copy per student.

Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus 
Luke 2:41–52
Read scripture

 ! Luke 2:41–52 in your Bible
 ! Luke 2:41–52 paraphrase on page 103

Print resources
 ! Story sketches 1–5 (on pages 6–10) 

Print one copy of each sketch to display.
 ! Summary statements 1–5 (on pages 17–21)  

Print one copy of each statement to display.
 ! RESOURCE 6.3 – Story sketch 6 

Print one A4 or A3 copy to display.
 ! RESOURCE 6.4 – Bible text 

Print one Bible text per student.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Print the passage in 
the students’ heart languages for 
them to read or take home. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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100Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood

Part 1. Childhood

" Activate knowledge
Divide students into pairs.

Distribute RESOURCE 6.1 – Picture sheet to pairs.

Invite students to work together to write a caption for each 
photo.

Invite pairs to read some captions aloud for the class to 
guess which photos they are referring to.

# Focus on language
Bring students back together as a class.

Display the pictures from RESOURCE 6.2.1 – People  
pictures on a table.

Invite students to guess the names of the people.

Write the correct names on the board: Nyadol Nyuon, 
Anh Do, Cathy Freeman, Kanishka Raffel.

Spread out the shuffled strips from RESOURCE 6.2.2 – 
Information strips on the table.

Invite students to work together to match each strip with 
the person it refers to. 

(This can be done as a class with all of the strips and  
photos on the table. Alternatively, divide students into 
small groups, give a different picture to each group, and 
invite each group to find the strips on the table that match 
their picture.)

Read aloud the information about each person from  
RESOURCE 6.2.3 – Fact sheet.

Invite students to check and move strips if incorrect.

Distribute RESOURCE 6.2.3 – Fact sheet.

RESOURCE 6.1 – 
Picture sheet 
Print one sheet per 
pair.

RESOURCE 6.2.1 – 
People pictures 
Print one sheet and cut 
out the pictures.

RESOURCE 6.2.2 – 
Information strips 
Print one copy, cut out 
strips and shuffle.

RESOURCE 6.2.3 – 
Fact sheet 
Print one copy per 
student.

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



101Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood

Divide students into pairs.

Invite students to read aloud to each other and circle any 
words that are new to them.

Define any new words.

Invite students to say something they think is interesting 
about each person.

$ Undertake speaking tasks 
Choose one or more tasks to suit your context.

Speaking task 1: Pair discussion 

Divide students into pairs.

Invite students to talk in pairs about their childhood.

Prompt with questions on the board:

 ! Where were you born?
 ! Where did you go to school?
 ! Who were the important people in your life when 

you were a child?
 ! What did you enjoy doing as a child?
 ! What was your favourite food when you were 12 

years old?
 ! What did you want to be when you grew up?

Speaking task 2: Sharing stories

Divide students into pairs or small groups.

Invite students to choose a picture from RESOURCE 6.1 – 
Picture sheet to help them share a childhood memory.

Share a memory from your life in a few sentences,  
prompted by a picture.

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood

Invite students to share their memories in their pairs or 
small groups.

! Lead into Bible
Say ‘In our Bible time, we will learn something about Jesus’ 
childhood.’

102
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Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus

! Luke 2:41–52 (paraphrase)
This Bible paraphrase will be referred to later in this  
lesson. 

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for a 
special celebration. When Jesus was 12 years old, 
they went as usual.

When the celebration was finished, his parents left 
to go home. They did not know that Jesus had stayed 
in Jerusalem. They looked for him among their  
relatives and friends, but they did not find him, so 
they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.

After three days they found him in the temple 
courtyard. He was sitting with the teachers. He 
was listening to them and asking them questions.  
Everyone who heard him was amazed at how much 
he understood. They were also amazed at his  
answers.

His mother said to him, ‘Son, your father and I have 
been worried about you. We have been looking for 
you everywhere.’

Jesus answered, ‘Why were you looking for me? 
Didn’t you know I had to be in my father’s house?’ 
Then he went home with them and obeyed them. 
Jesus grew and became more and more pleasing to 
God and to people.

 

Lesson 6: Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus – Luke 2:41–52 
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% Review previous lessons
Display Story sketches 1–5 (pages 6–10).

Point to the Story sketches one at a time, inviting students 
to summarise the Bible story from each of the previous  
lessons.

Display Summary statements 1–5 (pages 17–21).

Invite students to match each sketch with its  
corresponding statement.

Re-read the Summary statements from each lesson,  
pointing to the corresponding sketches.

# Predict content
Ask ‘Do you know anything about Jesus’ childhood?’

Accept responses.

Display RESOURCE 6.3 – Story sketch 6.

Ask ‘What is happening in the picture?’

! Read and comprehend 
Activity 1: Listen and summarise

Read the following Bible paraphrase aloud to the class.

Luke 2:41–52 (paraphrase)

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for a 
special celebration. When Jesus was 12 years old, they 
went as usual.

When the celebration was finished, his parents left to 
go home. They did not know that Jesus had stayed in 
Jerusalem. They looked for him among their relatives 
and friends, but they did not find him, so they went 
back to Jerusalem to look for him.

 

Lesson 6: Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus – Luke 2:41–52 

RESOURCE 6.3 –  
Story sketch 6 
Print one A4 or A3 
copy to display.
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After three days they found him in the temple  
courtyard. He was sitting with the teachers. He was 
listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone 
who heard him was amazed at how much he  
understood. They were also amazed at his answers.

His mother said to him, ‘Son, your father and I have 
been worried about you. We have been looking for you 
everywhere.’

Jesus answered, ‘Why were you looking for me? Didn’t 
you know I had to be in my father’s house?’ Then he 
went home with them and obeyed them. Jesus grew 
and became more and more pleasing to God and to 
people.

Invite students to summarise the text in their own words.

Activity 2: Define new words

Distribute RESOURCE 6.4 – Bible text to each student.

Re-read the passage and invite students to circle any words 
that are new to them.

Define any new words (see the Glossary on page 28).

Activity 3: Comprehension

Invite students to recall details about the story.

Prompt with questions such as:

 ! Why did Jesus’ family go to Jerusalem?  
For a special celebration.

 ! What happened after the celebration?  
They began to travel home.

 ! What did Jesus’ parents discover on their way 
home? Jesus was missing.

 ! Where did they find Jesus? What was he doing?  
In the temple, listening and asking questions.

 ! What did the people think about Jesus?  
They were amazed.

Lesson 6: Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus – Luke 2:41–52 

RESOURCE 6.4 –  
Bible text 
Print one Bible text per 
student.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Invite students to read 
the passage in their heart 
language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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 ! Where did Jesus say he had to be?  
In his father’s house.

Activity 3: Retell from a different perspective

Divide students into pairs. 

Invite students to read the passage aloud to each other. 

Invite students to take turns retelling the story from the 
perspective of Mary or Joseph. 

Invite volunteers to share their retelling with the class.

& Invite curiosity 
Ask ‘Do you have any questions or comments about the 
story?’ 

$  An important question
Ask ‘What do we learn about Jesus?’

'  Summary statement
Say ‘As a child, Jesus amazed people with his understanding 
about God and his need to be with God his father.’

Lesson 6: Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus – Luke 2:41–52 106
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Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood
Print one sheet per pair.6.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – Picture sheet

1

3

5

2

4

6
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Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood
Print one sheet and cut out the pictures.6.2.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – People pictures

https://thewest.com.au/entertainment/tv/anh-dos-
breakout-abc-series-returns-ng-b88438989z

Used by permission

New Harmony Alliance chair Nyadol Nyuon on Aus-
tralia’s African communities being heard (sbs.com.au)

https://eu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathy_Freeman
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Anh Do (author, actor, comedian and painter)

I was born in Vietnam in 1977.

I spent 3 months in a Malaysian refugee camp.

I came to Australia as a refugee when I was 3.

I started a business selling tropical fish when I was 14.

Nyadol Nyuon (lawyer and human rights advocate)

I was born in a refugee camp in 1987.

When I was 4, I walked for 40 days to Southern Sudan.

I went to primary and secondary school in a refugee camp in Kenya.

I arrived in Australia when I was 18.

Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood 
Print one copy, cut out strips and shuffle.6.2.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Information strips
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Kanishka Raffel (Anglican Archbishop of Sydney)

I was born in London to Sri Lankan parents.

I lived in Canada before coming to Australia in 1972.

I was raised a Buddhist.

I became a Christian at 21 after reading about Jesus in the Bible.

Cathy Freeman (former Olympic athlete)

I was born in Queensland in 1973.

I began athletics when I was 5 years.

As a child, I was coached by my stepfather.

I started attending an international school near Brisbane when I was 15.

Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood 
Print one copy, cut out strips and shuffle.6.2.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Information strips

2/2
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https://eu.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
Cathy_Freeman

Cathy Freeman (former Olympic athlete)

I was born in Queensland in 1973.

I began athletics when I was 5 years.

As a child, I was coached by my stepfather.

I started attending an international school near Brisbane when I 
was 15.

New Harmony Alliance chair Nyadol 
Nyuon on Australia’s African  

communities being heard (sbs.com.au)

Nyadol Nyuon (lawyer and human rights advocate)

I was born in a refugee camp in 1987.

When I was 4, I walked for 40 days to Southern Sudan.

I went to primary and secondary school in a refugee camp in Kenya.

I arrived in Australia when I was 18.

Anh Do (author, actor, comedian and painter)

 was born in Vietnam in 1977.

I spent 3 months in a Malaysian refugee camp.

I came to Australia as a refugee when I was 3.

I started a business selling tropical fish when I was 14.

Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood
Print one copy per student.6.2.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Fact sheet

https://thewest.com.au/entertain-
ment/tv/anh-dos-breakout-abc-series-

returns-ng-b88438989z

Used by permission

Kanishka Raffel (Anglican Archbishop of Sydney)

 was born in London to Sri Lankan parents.

I lived in Canada before coming to Australia in 1972.

I was raised a Buddhist.

I became a Christian at 21 after reading about Jesus in the Bible.
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Lesson 6: Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus – Luke 2:41–52 
Print one A4 or A3 copy to display.6.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Story sketch
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Lesson 6: Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus – Luke 2:41–52 
Print one Bible text per student.6.4  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for a special celebration. When Jesus was 12 
years old, they went as usual.

When the celebration was finished, his parents left to go home. They did not know that  
Jesus had stayed in Jerusalem. They looked for him among their relatives and friends, but 
they did not find him, so they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.

After three days they found him in the temple courtyard. He was sitting with the teachers. 
He was listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed 
at how much he understood. They were also amazed at his answers.

His mother said to him, ‘Son, your father and I have been worried about you. We have been 
looking for you everywhere.’

Jesus answered, ‘Why were you looking for me? Didn’t you know I had to be in my father’s 
house?’ Then he went home with them and obeyed them. Jesus grew and became more and 
more pleasing to God and to people.

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for a special celebration. When Jesus was 12 
years old, they went as usual.

When the celebration was finished, his parents left to go home. They did not know that  
Jesus had stayed in Jerusalem. They looked for him among their relatives and friends, but 
they did not find him, so they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.

After three days they found him in the temple courtyard. He was sitting with the teachers. 
He was listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed 
at how much he understood. They were also amazed at his answers.

His mother said to him, ‘Son, your father and I have been worried about you. We have been 
looking for you everywhere.’

Jesus answered, ‘Why were you looking for me? Didn’t you know I had to be in my father’s 
house?’ Then he went home with them and obeyed them. Jesus grew and became more and 
more pleasing to God and to people.

Luke 2:41–52

Luke 2:41–52
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Lesson 7
!"#$%& !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.!/&0%12
Authority

!"#$%' !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.34!/&0%12
Jesus has authority over an evil spirit 
Luke 4:31–37

()*%)+,"-%
Jesus was recognised by evil spirits and his words had 
authority over them.

114
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( Prepare lesson 

Part 1. Authority
Print resources

 ! RESOURCE 7.1 – Board game 
Print one copy per small group on cardboard.

 ! RESOURCE 7.2 – Superpower discussion sheet 
Print one copy per pair. 

Additional equipment
 ! Tokens and some dice for the board game

Part 2. Jesus has authority over an 
evil spirit – Luke 4:31–37
Read scripture

 ! Luke 4:31–37 in your Bible
 ! Luke 4:31–37 paraphrase on page 118

Print resources
 ! Story sketches 1–6 (on pages 6–11) 

Print one copy of each sketch to display.
 ! Summary statements 1–6 (on pages 17–22)  

Print one copy of each statement to display.
 ! RESOURCE 7.3 – Bible text 

Print one Bible text per student.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Print the passage in 
the students’ heart languages for 
them to read or take home. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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Part 1. Authority

" Activate knowledge
Write the word authority on the board.

Invite students to define the word and use it in sentences 
(e.g. the premier has the authority to tell us to stay home 
during a COVID-19 outbreak).

# Focus on language
Brainstorm people who have authority, writing suggestions 
across the top of the board (e.g. police, teachers, parents).

Suggest examples of people using their authority for good 
or bad (e.g. a good parent stops their child from running 
across a busy road; a bad boss bullies their employees).

Write the following sentence starters on the board:

 ! A good …
 ! A bad …

Invite the class to give other examples of good and bad use 
of authority.

Write their suggested examples on the board, correcting 
the language as you go.

$ Undertake speaking tasks 
Choose one or more tasks to suit your context.

Speaking task 1: Board game

Divide students into small groups.

Distribute RESOURCE 7.1 – Board game to groups with the 
tokens and dice you have brought.

Invite groups to play the game together.

RESOURCE 7.1 –  
Board game 
Print one copy 
per small group on 
cardboard.
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Speaking task 2: Superpower discussion

Divide students into pairs.

Distribute RESOURCE 7.2 – Superpower discussion sheet 
to pairs.

Read through the sheet aloud and define any new words 
and concepts.

Invite students to choose one superpower they would like 
to have and tell their partner why.

Speaking task 3: Class discussion

Bring students back together as a class.

Review the Phrases for discussion on page 27.

Write on the board: Knowledge is power.

Invite students to discuss and give their opinions.

! Lead into Bible
Say ‘In our Bible time, we will see that Jesus has authority 
over evil.’

RESOURCE 7.2 – 
Superpower discussion 
sheet 
Print one copy per pair.
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Part 2. Jesus has authority over an 
evil spirit

! Luke 4:31–37 (paraphrase)
This Bible paraphrase will be referred to later in this  
lesson. 

Then Jesus went to Capernaum. He taught the 
people. They were amazed at his teaching because 
his words had authority.

In the synagogue, there was a man controlled by 
an evil spirit. He yelled, ‘What do you want with us, 
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us?  
I know who you are. You are the Holy One of God!’

Jesus said firmly, ‘Be quiet. Come out of him.’ 
The evil spirit threw the man down and came out  
without hurting him.

The people were amazed. They said to each other, 
‘He gives orders to evil spirits with authority and 
power, and they come out!’ The news about Jesus 
spread throughout the whole area.

 

Lesson 7: Part 2. Jesus has authority over an evil spirit – Luke 4:31–37 118
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% Review previous lessons
Display Story sketches 1–6 (pages 6–11).

Point to the Story sketches one at a time, inviting students 
to summarise the Bible story from each of the previous  
lessons.

Display Summary statements 1–6 (pages 17–22).

Re-read the Summary statements from each lesson,  
pointing to the corresponding sketches.

# Predict content
Write on the board: authority, evil spirit, amazed.

Say ‘These are words in the Bible text. What do you think 
it will be about?’

Accept responses.

! Read and comprehend 
Activity 1: Read and define new words

Read the following Bible paraphrase aloud to the students.

Luke 4:31–37 (paraphrase)

Then Jesus went to Capernaum. He taught the people. 
They were amazed at his teaching because his words 
had authority.

In the synagogue, there was a man controlled by an 
evil spirit. He yelled, ‘What do you want with us, Jesus 
of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are. You are the Holy One of God!’

Jesus said firmly, ‘Be quiet. Come out of him.’ The evil 
spirit threw the man down and came out without  
hurting him.

Lesson 7: Part 2. Jesus has authority over an evil spirit – Luke 4:31–37 119
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The people were amazed. They said to each other, ‘He 
gives orders to evil spirits with authority and power, 
and they come out!’ The news about Jesus spread 
throughout the whole area.

Distribute RESOURCE 7.3 – Bible text to each student and 
re-read.

Define vocabulary (e.g. authority, evil spirit, amazed, 
recognised).

Activity 2: Retelling in pairs

Divide students into pairs.

Invite students to turn the Bible text page over so they 
can’t see the text and summarise it in their own words.

Activity 3: True or False

Bring students back together as a class.

Ask True/False questions, inviting students to respond with 
a thumbs up or thumbs down:

 ! ‘Jesus went to Bethlehem.’ F
 ! ‘Jesus danced with people.’ F
 ! ‘Jesus taught people.’ T
 ! ‘The people were angry at Jesus’ teaching.’ F
 ! ‘There was a man who was controlled by his  

mother.’ F
 ! ‘The evil spirit knew who Jesus was.’ T
 ! ‘Jesus told the man to go away.’ F
 ! ‘Jesus told the evil spirit to come out.’ T
 ! ‘The news about Jesus spread.’ T
 ! ‘Jesus had power over the evil spirit.’ T

RESOURCE 7.3 –  
Bible text  
Print one Bible text per 
student.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Invite students to read 
the passage in their heart 
language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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Activity 4: Re-read

Divide students into pairs.

Invite students to re-read the passage, taking turns to read.

& Invite curiosity 
Ask ‘Do you have any questions or comments about the 
story?’ 

$  An important question
Ask ‘Who did the evil spirit say Jesus was?’

'  Summary statement
Say ‘The evil spirits know Jesus, and his words have  
authority over them.’

121Lesson 7: Part 2. Jesus has authority over an evil spirit – Luke 4:31–37 
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What is this person 
saying about their 

promise?

Lesson 7: Part 1. Authority
Print one copy per small group on cardboard.7.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – Board game

You are a 
good leader! 

Move forward 
5 spaces.

Move back 3 
spaces.

Finish this  
sentence: ‘I 

wish I could …’

When do you 
feel powerful?

Name someone 
with power  

in your  
community.

Who has power 
over you?

When do you 
feel weak?

Name someone 
in Australia with 

power.

Is authority 
good or bad?

Name  
somebody you 
wish had more 

power.

Finish this  
sentence:  
‘If I could,  
I would …’

What is happening in 
this picture?

If you had the 
power to change 
anything in the 

world, what 
would it be?

What are the 
limits of human 

authority?

How is this picture 
about authority? 

Describe this  
picture.

How is this picture 
about authority?

START

FINISH
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Lesson 7: Part 1. Authority
Print one copy per pair.7.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Superpower discussion sheet

to feel no pain to become
invisible

to breathe 
underwater

to have a
photographic 

memory

to run very fast

to know what 
people are 

thinking

to talk to animals

to see through 
walls

to erase people’s 
memories

to heal sickness

to be very strong

to fly

Choose one superpower you would like to have and say why you chose it.
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Lesson 7: Part 2. Jesus has authority over an evil spirit – Luke 4:31–37  
Print one Bible text per student.7.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text

Then Jesus went to Capernaum. He taught the people. They were amazed at his teaching 
because his words had authority. In the synagogue, there was a man controlled by an evil 
spirit. He yelled, ‘What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 
us? I know who you are. You are the Holy One of God!’

Jesus said firmly, ‘Be quiet. Come out of him.’ The evil spirit threw the man down and came 
out without hurting him.

The people were amazed. They said to each other, ‘He gives orders to evil spirits with  
authority and power, and they come out!’ The news about Jesus spread throughout the 
whole area.

Then Jesus went to Capernaum. He taught the people. They were amazed at his teaching 
because his words had authority. In the synagogue, there was a man controlled by an evil 
spirit. He yelled, ‘What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 
us? I know who you are. You are the Holy One of God!’

Jesus said firmly, ‘Be quiet. Come out of him.’ The evil spirit threw the man down and came 
out without hurting him.

The people were amazed. They said to each other, ‘He gives orders to evil spirits with  
authority and power, and they come out!’ The news about Jesus spread throughout the 
whole area.

Then Jesus went to Capernaum. He taught the people. They were amazed at his teaching 
because his words had authority. In the synagogue, there was a man controlled by an evil 
spirit. He yelled, ‘What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 
us? I know who you are. You are the Holy One of God!’

Jesus said firmly, ‘Be quiet. Come out of him.’ The evil spirit threw the man down and came 
out without hurting him.

The people were amazed. They said to each other, ‘He gives orders to evil spirits with  
authority and power, and they come out!’ The news about Jesus spread throughout the 
whole area.

Luke 4:31–37

Luke 4:31–37

Luke 4:31–37
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Lesson 8
!"#$%& !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.!/&0%12
If I could change the world

!"#$%' !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.34!/&0%12
Jesus heals many
Luke 4:38–43

()*%)+,"-%
Jesus was sent by God to tell and demonstrate the 
good news that he has authority as God’s king.

125
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126Lesson 8: Prepare lesson

( Prepare lesson 

Part 1. If I could change the world
Print resources

 ! RESOURCE 8.1 – Our world in pain picture sheet 
Print one A3 copy to display or one copy per small 
group.

 ! RESOURCE 8.2 – Poem 
Print one poem per student.

 ! RESOURCE 8.3 – Worksheet 
Print one copy per student.

 ! RESOURCE 8.4 – Questions 
Print one set of questions per pair.

Part 2. Jesus heals many
Luke 4:38–43
Read scripture

 ! Luke 4:38–43 in your Bible
 ! Luke 4:38–43 paraphrase on page 129

Print resources
 ! Story sketches 1–7 (on pages 6–12) 

Print one copy of each sketch to display.
 ! Summary statements 1–7 (on pages 17–23)  

Print one copy of each statement to display.
 ! RESOURCE 8.5 – Bible text segments 

Print and cut enough copies of each text segment 
for one-third of the class.

 ! RESOURCE 8.6 – Gap-fill activity 
Print one per student, and fold along line before  
handing out, with gap-fill side facing up.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Print the passage in 
the students’ heart languages for 
them to read or take home. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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127Lesson 8: Part 1. If I could change the world

Part 1. If I could change the world

" Activate knowledge
Divide students into small groups.

Distribute RESOURCE 8.1 – Our world in pain picture 
sheet to small groups or display an A3 copy.

Invite groups to write a list of everything they see in the 
pictures.

Invite groups to share their observations with the class.

Write them on the board, correcting errors as you go.

# Focus on language
Distribute RESOURCE 8.2 – Poem to each student.

Read the poem aloud to the class, encouraging students to 
read along.

Divide students into pairs.

Invite pairs to re-read the poem and underline things that 
the writer would like to change.

Invite pairs to tell the class what they underlined and write 
a list on the board.

Ask ‘Are there any words that are new to you?’

Define any new words.

Invite questions about the poem and discuss.

Distribute RESOURCE 8.3 – Worksheet to each student.

Invite students to work with those around them to 
complete the worksheet.

Check answers together as a class.

RESOURCE 8.1 –  
Our world in pain 
picture sheet 
Print one A3 copy to 
display or one copy per 
small group.

RESOURCE 8.2 – Poem 
Print one poem per 
student.

RESOURCE 8.3 – 
Worksheet 
Print one copy per 
student.
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128Lesson 8: Part 1. If I could change the world

$ Undertake speaking tasks 
Choose one or more tasks to suit your context.

Speaking task 1: Describe and guess

Refer again to RESOURCE 8.1 – Our world in pain picture 
sheet.

Invite a student to describe one picture and ask other  
students to guess which picture it is.

Repeat as time allows.

Speaking task 2: Small group discussion

Divide students into small groups.

Invite groups to agree on one thing they would like to 
change in the world.

Ask groups to discuss:

 ! what they could do to help improve the situation
 ! what they are not able to change.

Invite groups to share what they have discussed with the 
class.

Speaking task 3: Pair discussion

Divide students into pairs.

Give RESOURCE 8.4 – Questions to pairs.

Invite the students to take turns asking each other the 
questions.

! Lead into Bible
Say ‘In our Bible time, we will see that Jesus has authority 
over evil.’

RESOURCE 8.4 – 
Questions 
Print one set of 
questions per pair.
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Part 2. Jesus heals many  

! Luke 4:38–43 (paraphrase)
This Bible paraphrase will be referred to later in this  
lesson. 

Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s  
mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked Jesus 
to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to 
leave, and it left her. She got up and began to serve 
them.

At sunset, people brought all who were sick to  
Jesus. He placed his hands on each one and 
healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many 
people shouting, ‘You are the Son of God!’ But he  
commanded them to be quiet.

At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could 
be alone. The people went to look for him. When 
they found him, they tried to stop him from l 
eaving them. But he said, ‘I must tell the good news 
of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is 
why I was sent.’

 

Lesson 8: Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43 129
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% Review previous lessons
Display Story sketches 1–7 (pages 6–12).

Point to the Story sketches one at a time, inviting students 
to summarise the Bible story from each of the previous  
lessons.

Display Summary statements 1–7 (pages 17–23).

Re-read the Summary statements from each lesson,  
pointing to the corresponding sketches.

# Predict content
Ask ‘How do you think Jesus will show that he has  
authority as God’s king?’

! Read and comprehend 
Activity 1: Read and summarise text segments

Divide the class into three groups.

Distribute different text segments from RESOURCE 8.5 – 
Bible text segments to small groups so that all members of 
one group have the same text (a, b or c) and each group 
has a different text (i.e. one group has a, one has b, one 
has c).

Invite volunteers to read the text aloud to their groups.

Invite the groups to summarise the text in their own words.

Invite groups to share their summaries with the class.

Read the following Bible paraphrase aloud, inviting  
students to stand up when their text is being read.

Lesson 8: Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43

RESOURCE 8.5 –  
Bible text segments 
Print and cut enough 
copies of each text 
segment for one-third 
of the class.

130
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Luke 4:38–43 (paraphrase)

Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-
law had a high fever. They asked Jesus to help her. He 
bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left 
her. She got up and began to serve them.

At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. 
He placed his hands on each one and healed them. 
Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, 
‘You are the Son of God!’ But he commanded them to 
be quiet.

At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be 
alone. The people went to look for him. When they 
found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them.
But he said, ‘I must tell the good news of God’s kingdom 
to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’

Activity 2: Gap-fill

Distribute RESOURCE 8.6 – Gap-fill activity folded along 
the line indicated and with the gap-fill activity facing up. 

Indicate that students should not turn it over.

Read the text below aloud, pausing where indicated to 
give students time to write the words in the gaps on their 
sheets.

Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-
law had a high fever [pause]. They asked Jesus to help 
[pause] her. He bent over her and told [pause] the 
fever to leave, and it left her. She got up and began to 
serve them.

At sunset, people brought all who were sick [pause] to 
Jesus. He placed his hands on each one and healed 
[pause] them. Also, evil spirits came out [pause] of 
many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of God!’ But 
he commanded them to be quiet [pause].

At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be 
alone [pause]. The people went to look for him. When 
they found [pause] him, they tried to stop him from 
leaving them. But he said, ‘I must tell [pause] the good 
news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is 
why I was sent [pause].

Lesson 8: Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Invite students to read 
the passage in their heart 
language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.

RESOURCE 8.6 –  
Gap-fill activity 
Print one per student, 
and fold along line 
before handing out, with 
gap-fill side facing up.
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Invite students to unfold their gap-fill sheets.

Ask students to check their answers against the text at the 
bottom.

Define vocabulary.

& Invite curiosity 
Ask ‘Do you have any questions or comments about the 
story?’ 

$  An important question
Ask ‘Why does Jesus say he was sent?’

'  Summary statement
Say ‘Jesus was sent by God. He heals people to show that 
he has authority as God’s king.’

Lesson 8: Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43
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Lesson 8: Part 1. If I could change the world
Print one A3 copy to display or one copy per small group.8.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – Our world 

in pain picture sheet

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



Lesson 8: Part 1. If I could change the world
Print one poem per student.8.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Poem

My child

If I could change the world for you,
Turn your view from grey to blue,
I’d take away the hurt I see,
Make sure our life was safe and free.

If I could change decisions made,
Erase the wrongs, cause pain to fade,
I’d mend all hearts and dry all tears,
Ease the pain and silence fears.

It’s not within my power to do,
Nor can I see a clear way through,
I simply ask you’ll let me guide,
And gently seek to walk beside.

My child

If I could change the world for you,
Turn your view from grey to blue,
I’d take away the hurt I see,
Make sure our life was safe and free.

If I could change decisions made,
Erase the wrongs, cause pain to fade,
I’d mend all hearts and dry all tears,
Ease the pain and silence fears.

It’s not within my power to do,
Nor can I see a clear way through,
I simply ask you’ll let me guide,
And gently seek to walk beside.

My child

If I could change the world for you,
Turn your view from grey to blue,
I’d take away the hurt I see,
Make sure our life was safe and free.

If I could change decisions made,
Erase the wrongs, cause pain to fade,
I’d mend all hearts and dry all tears,
Ease the pain and silence fears.

It’s not within my power to do,
Nor can I see a clear way through,
I simply ask you’ll let me guide,
And gently seek to walk beside.

My child

If I could change the world for you,
Turn your view from grey to blue,
I’d take away the hurt I see,
Make sure our life was safe and free.

If I could change decisions made,
Erase the wrongs, cause pain to fade,
I’d mend all hearts and dry all tears,
Ease the pain and silence fears.

It’s not within my power to do,
Nor can I see a clear way through,
I simply ask you’ll let me guide,
And gently seek to walk beside.
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Lesson 8: Part 1. If I could change the world
Print one copy per student.8.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Worksheet

take away

make sure

turn your view from grey to blue

erase the wrongs

cause pain to fade

dry all tears

within my power

walk beside

to ensure that something happens

to remove

to support someone by being there for them

to remove sadness everywhere

to delete mistakes that have been made

to help you to see something in a more positive way

something I am able to do

to reduce hurt feelings

1. Match these phrases with their meanings in the poem.

2. Use these phrases in a sentence. 

take away _________________________________________________________________________

make sure _________________________________________________________________________

within my power ___________________________________________________________________

walk beside ________________________________________________________________________

3. Use the correct form of the word ‘change’ to complete the following sentences.

Some things will never ______________________.

I ______________________ my surname when I married my husband.

I would like to ______________________ a lot of things in the world.

My daughter is ______________________ all the time as she grows.

It makes a ______________________ to see someone show kindness.

I was ______________________ by a visit to villages in Africa.

The world we live in is ______________________ all the time.
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Lesson 8: Part 1. If I could change the world
Print one set of questions per pair.8.4  RESOURCERESOURCE – Questions

1. Can you think of a good change that has happened in history?

2. Can you tell me about a change you have made in your life?

3. What is something you would like to change?

4. Can love change the world?

5. What is something that love can’t change?

1. Can you think of a good change that has happened in history?

2. Can you tell me about a change you have made in your life?

3. What is something you would like to change?

4. Can love change the world?

5. What is something that love can’t change?

1. Can you think of a good change that has happened in history?

2. Can you tell me about a change you have made in your life?

3. What is something you would like to change?

4. Can love change the world?

5. What is something that love can’t change?

1. Can you think of a good change that has happened in history?

2. Can you tell me about a change you have made in your life?

3. What is something you would like to change?

4. Can love change the world?

5. What is something that love can’t change?
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Lesson 8: Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43
Print and cut enough of each text segment

for one-third of the class.
8.5  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text segments

a. Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked 
Jesus to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up 
and began to serve them.

a. Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked 
Jesus to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up 
and began to serve them.

a. Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked 
Jesus to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up 
and began to serve them.

a. Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked 
Jesus to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up 
and began to serve them.

a. Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked 
Jesus to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up 
and began to serve them.

a. Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked 
Jesus to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up 
and began to serve them.

1/3
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Lesson 8: Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43
Print and cut enough of each text segment

for one-third of the class.
8.5  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text segments

b. At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. He placed his hands on each one 
and healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of 
God!’ But he commanded them to be quiet.

b. At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. He placed his hands on each one 
and healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of 
God!’ But he commanded them to be quiet.

b. At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. He placed his hands on each one 
and healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of 
God!’ But he commanded them to be quiet.

b. At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. He placed his hands on each one 
and healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of 
God!’ But he commanded them to be quiet.

b. At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. He placed his hands on each one 
and healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of 
God!’ But he commanded them to be quiet.

b. At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. He placed his hands on each one 
and healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of 
God!’ But he commanded them to be quiet.

2/3
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Lesson 8: Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43
Print and cut enough of each text segment

for one-third of the class.
8.5  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text segments

c. At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be alone. The people went to look for 
him. When they found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must 
tell the good news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’

c. At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be alone. The people went to look for 
him. When they found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must 
tell the good news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’

c. At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be alone. The people went to look for 
him. When they found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must 
tell the good news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’

c. At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be alone. The people went to look for 
him. When they found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must 
tell the good news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’

c. At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be alone. The people went to look for 
him. When they found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must 
tell the good news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’

c. At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be alone. The people went to look for 
him. When they found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must 
tell the good news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’

3/3
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Lesson 8: Part 1. If I could change the world
Print one per student, and fold along line

before handing out, with gap-fill side facing up.
8.6  RESOURCERESOURCE – Gap-fill activity

Fill in the missing words as you listen to the text being read.

Luke 4:38–43

Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a _________________. They 

asked Jesus to______________________ her. He bent over her and ____________________ 

the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up and began to serve them.

At sunset, people brought all who were____________ to Jesus. He placed his hands on 

each one and______________________ them. Also, evil spirits ________________________ 

of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of God!’ But he commanded them to 

____________________.

At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be ______________________. The people 

went to look for him. When they ______________________him, they tried to stop him from 

leaving them. But he said, ‘I must ___________________ the good news of God’s kingdom to 

the other towns also. That is why I was ________________.’

Luke 4:38–43 complete text

Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked  
Jesus to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up 
and began to serve them.

At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. He placed his hands on each one and 
healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of God!’ 
But he commanded them to be quiet.

At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be alone. The people went to look for him. 
When they found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must tell the 
good news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’

FOLD LINE

high fever
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Obtaining a medical certificate
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Jesus heals a man with leprosy  
Luke 5:12–15

()*%)+,"-%
A priest could declare someone clean. Jesus can heal 
and make someone clean.
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( Prepare lesson 

Part 1. Obtaining a medical  
certificate
Print resources

 ! RESOURCE 9.1 – Medical certificate puzzle 
Print one A3 copy. Cut along the cutting lines to  
create puzzle pieces.

 ! RESOURCE 9.2 – Medical certificate 
Print one A4 copy per small group.

 ! RESOURCE 9.3 – Medical appointment scenario 
Print one scenario per pair.

Part 2. Jesus heals a man with  
leprosy – Luke 5:12–15
Read scripture

 ! Luke 5:12–15 in your Bible
 ! Luke 5:12–15 paraphrase on page 146

Print resources
 ! Story sketches 1–8 (on pages 6–13) 

Print one copy of each sketch to display.
 ! Summary statements 1–8 (on pages 17–24)  

Print one copy of each statement to display.
 ! RESOURCE 9.4 – Bible text 

Print one Bible text per student.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Print the passage in 
the students’ heart languages for 
them to read or take home. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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143Lesson 9: Part 1. Obtaining a medical certificate

Part 1.Obtaining a medical  
certificate

" Activate knowledge
Divide class into groups.

Distribute a different puzzle piece from RESOURCE 9.1 
– Medical certificate puzzle to each group, ensuring that 
they don’t show it to other groups.

Invite each group to discuss elements of their picture  
(e.g. features, words, colours).

Invite groups to share information about their pictures with 
the class.

Ask the class what they think the whole picture will be.

Invite groups to reveal their pictures and assemble them to 
complete the jigsaw puzzle.

Say ‘It’s a medical certificate.’

# Focus on language
Display RESOURCE 9.2 – Medical certificate.

Invite students to describe what they can see on the  
medical certificate.

Discuss the following questions as a class or in small 
groups:

 ! ‘What is a medical certificate?’ A document stating 
that someone is not fit for work/school.

 ! ‘When is a medical certificate needed?’ When you 
need several days off work/school due to illness.

 ! ‘Who can write a medical certificate that declares 
you are unable to work?’ Doctor, GP, specialist.

 ! ‘Who can ask you to get a medical certificate?’  
Employer, school, TAFE, university.

 ! ‘How is this medical certificate the same as or  
different from others you have seen?’

RESOURCE 9.1 – 
Medical certificate 
puzzle 
Print one A3 copy. Cut 
along the cutting lines 
to create puzzle pieces.

RESOURCE 9.2 – 
Medical certificate 
Print one A4 copy per 
small group.
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144Lesson 9: Part 1. Obtaining a medical certificate

Brainstorm health conditions (and their symptoms) that 
might require a medical certificate.

Write new vocabulary on the board.

Practise the pronunciation of medical terms.

Model describing symptoms (e.g. I have a fever and my 
muscles ache).

Invite students to practise describing symptoms.

Practise the pronunciation of the words below,  
emphasising stressed syllables: 

medical, certificate, employer, specialist.

Divide students into pairs.

Invite pairs to compose and practise sentences using these 
words.

Invite pairs to share some of their sentences with the class.

$ Undertake speaking tasks 
Choose one or more tasks to suit your context.

Speaking task 1: Sharing in pairs

Divide students into pairs.

Invite students to talk with each other about a time when 
they have been unwell.

Speaking task 2: Create and practise a dialogue

Divide students into pairs.

Distribute RESOURCE 9.3 – Medical appointment  
scenario to pairs.

Invite students to read the scenario.

RESOURCE 9.3 – 
Medical appointment 
scenario 
Print one scenario per 
pair.
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Lesson 9: Part 1. Obtaining a medical certificate

Model a short dialogue including the following stages: 

 ! greetings
 ! patient describes symptoms
 ! doctor diagnoses and suggests treatment
 ! patient asks for a medical certificate
 ! doctor writes certificate and gives it to the patient.

Invite pairs to create a dialogue between Divya and the 
doctor based on the scenario.

Speaking task 3: Complete the sentence

Write on the board: A doctor can … but a doctor can’t …  
(e.g. ‘a doctor can give someone a walking stick, but a  
doctor can’t make a missing leg grow back’).

Invite the class to come up with as many ways to complete 
this sentence as they can.

! Lead into Bible
Say ‘In our Bible time, Jesus does more than a doctor can 
do.’

145
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Part 2. Jesus heals a man with 
leprosy

! Luke 5:12–15 (paraphrase)
This Bible paraphrase will be referred to later in this  
lesson. 

While Jesus was in a town, a man came along. He 
had a skin disease all over his body. When he saw 
Jesus, the man fell with his face to the ground. He 
begged him, ‘Lord, if you are willing to make me 
clean, you can do it.’

Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. ‘I 
am willing to do it,’ he said. ‘Be clean!’ Immediately 
the disease left him.

Then Jesus told him, ‘Go and show the priest that 
I have made you clean.’ The news about Jesus 
spread. Crowds of people came to hear him. They 
were also healed.

 

Lesson 9: Part 2 . Jesus heals a man with leprosy – Luke 5:12–15 
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% Review previous lessons
Display Story sketches 1–8 (pages 6–13).

Point to the Story sketches one at a time, inviting students 
to summarise the Bible story from each of the previous  
lessons.

Display Summary statements 1–8 (pages 17–24).

Re-read the Summary statements from each lesson,  
pointing to the corresponding sketches.

# Predict content
Say ‘In this Bible story, a man asks Jesus to make him 
clean.’

Ask ‘What do you think the man wants Jesus to do?’

! Read and comprehend 
Activity 1: Listen and summarise

Invite students to listen carefully while you read the  
following Bible paraphrase twice.

Luke 5:12–15 (paraphrase)

While Jesus was in a town, a man came along. He had 
a skin disease all over his body. When he saw Jesus, 
the man fell with his face to the ground. He begged 
him, ‘Lord, if you are willing to make me clean, you 
can do it.’

Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man.  
‘I am willing to do it,’ he said. ‘Be clean!’ Immediately 
the disease left him.

Then Jesus told him, ‘Go and show the priest that I 
have made you clean.’ The news about Jesus spread. 
Crowds of people came to hear him. They were also 
healed.

Lesson 9: Part 2. Jesus heals a man with leprosy – Luke 5:12–15 
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Divide students into small groups.

Invite small groups to summarise the main points of the 
narrative.

Invite groups to share their summaries with the class.

Activity 2: Define and practise new words

Distribute RESOURCE 9.4 – Bible text to each student.

Invite students to read it quietly, circling any words that 
are new to them.

Define any new words (see the Glossary on page 28).

Practise any new words in sentences.

Activity 3: Comprehension questions

Ask the following questions about the text (students can 
discuss in groups or as a class):

 ! ‘Why do you think the man fell with his face to the 
ground?’ He knew Jesus had authority.

 ! ‘What is the difference between “begged” and 
“asked”?’ Begged is more desperate.

 ! ‘What is the connection between a skin disease and 
being clean?’’ Disease meant you were unclean 
and outside the community. Being clean meant you 
could be part of the community.

 ! ‘As well as healing the man, Jesus did another  
surprising thing. What was it?’ He touched him.

 ! ‘Why do you think Jesus told the man to show  
himself to the priest?’ So that the priest could see 
that Jesus had made the man clean, and the priest 
would declare him clean.

 ! ‘The priest could declare that someone was clean. 
What could Jesus do?’ Actually make someone 
clean.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Invite students to read 
the passage in their heart 
language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.

RESOURCE 9.4 –  
Bible text 
Print one Bible text per 
student.

Lesson 9: Part 2. Jesus heals a man with leprosy – Luke 5:12–15 
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& Invite curiosity 
Ask ‘Do you have any questions or comments about the 
story?’ 

$  An important question
Ask ‘What did the man know about Jesus?’

'  Summary statement
Say ‘A priest could say that someone was clean. Jesus can 
heal and make someone clean.’

Lesson 9: Part 2. Jesus heals a man with leprosy – Luke 5:12–15 149
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Lesson 9: Part 1. Obtaining a medical certificate 
Print one A3 copy. Cut along the

cutting lines to create puzzle pieces.
9.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – Medical certificate puzzle

Lofty Medical Centre
High Street, Lofty
Date: 7th July, 2021

To Whom it May Concern,

This is to certify that ______________________ is unfit to attend 
work due to medical reasons from 7/7/21 to 9/7/21.

Dr. P. Campbell
Provider No. 419916K

PH: 0432 008 945  |  E: contact@loftymedicalcentre.com
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Lesson 9: Part 1. Obtaining a medical certificate
Print one A4 copy per group.9.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Medical certificate picture

Lofty Medical Centre
High Street, Lofty
Date: 7th July, 2021

To Whom it May Concern,

This is to certify that ______________________ is unfit to attend 
work due to medical reasons from 7/7/21 to 9/7/21.

Dr. P. Campbell
Provider No. 419916K

PH: 0432 008 945  |  E: contact@loftymedicalcentre.com
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Lesson 9: Part 1. Obtaining a medical certificate
Print one scenario per pair.9.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Medical appointment scenario

Divya has been vomiting all evening. She goes to see the doctor. The doctor asks her how 
long she has been vomiting. He asks if she has eaten any food that didn’t smell or taste 
good. She remembers that she had chicken biryani from a new takeaway shop for lunch. The 
doctor tells her she probably has food poisoning. He tells her to sip small amounts of water 
at first, slowly increasing the amount. He says to have only bread or boiled rice and water 
the next day. He gives her a medical certificate to take two days off work until she recovers.

Divya has been vomiting all evening. She goes to see the doctor. The doctor asks her how 
long she has been vomiting. He asks if she has eaten any food that didn’t smell or taste 
good. She remembers that she had chicken biryani from a new takeaway shop for lunch. The 
doctor tells her she probably has food poisoning. He tells her to sip small amounts of water 
at first, slowly increasing the amount. He says to have only bread or boiled rice and water 
the next day. He gives her a medical certificate to take two days off work until she recovers.

Divya has been vomiting all evening. She goes to see the doctor. The doctor asks her how 
long she has been vomiting. He asks if she has eaten any food that didn’t smell or taste 
good. She remembers that she had chicken biryani from a new takeaway shop for lunch. The 
doctor tells her she probably has food poisoning. He tells her to sip small amounts of water 
at first, slowly increasing the amount. He says to have only bread or boiled rice and water 
the next day. He gives her a medical certificate to take two days off work until she recovers.

Divya has been vomiting all evening. She goes to see the doctor. The doctor asks her how 
long she has been vomiting. He asks if she has eaten any food that didn’t smell or taste 
good. She remembers that she had chicken biryani from a new takeaway shop for lunch. The 
doctor tells her she probably has food poisoning. He tells her to sip small amounts of water 
at first, slowly increasing the amount. He says to have only bread or boiled rice and water 
the next day. He gives her a medical certificate to take two days off work until she recovers.
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Lesson 9: Part 2. Jesus heals a man with leprosy – Luke 5:12–15   
Print one Bible text per student.9.4  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text

While Jesus was in a town, a man came along. He had a skin disease all over his body.  
When he saw Jesus, the man fell with his face to the ground. He begged him, ‘Lord, if you 
are willing to make me clean, you can do it.’

Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. ‘I am willing to do it,’ he said. ‘Be clean!’ 
Immediately the disease left him.

Then Jesus told him, ‘Go and show the priest that I have made you clean.’ The news about 
Jesus spread. Crowds of people came to hear him. They were also healed.

While Jesus was in a town, a man came along. He had a skin disease all over his body.  
When he saw Jesus, the man fell with his face to the ground. He begged him, ‘Lord, if you 
are willing to make me clean, you can do it.’

Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. ‘I am willing to do it,’ he said. ‘Be clean!’ 
Immediately the disease left him.

Then Jesus told him, ‘Go and show the priest that I have made you clean.’ The news about 
Jesus spread. Crowds of people came to hear him. They were also healed.

While Jesus was in a town, a man came along. He had a skin disease all over his body.  
When he saw Jesus, the man fell with his face to the ground. He begged him, ‘Lord, if you 
are willing to make me clean, you can do it.’

Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. ‘I am willing to do it,’ he said. ‘Be clean!’ 
Immediately the disease left him.

Then Jesus told him, ‘Go and show the priest that I have made you clean.’ The news about 
Jesus spread. Crowds of people came to hear him. They were also healed.

Luke 5:12–15

Luke 5:12–15

Luke 5:12–15

Lu
ke

.In
.9

Lu
ke

.In
.9

Lu
ke

.In
.9

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



Lesson 10
!"#$%& !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.!/&0%12
An underlying problem

!"#$%' !"#$$%&'()#*+,-!.34!/&0%12
Jesus heals and forgives a paralysed man
Luke 5:17–26

()*%)+,"-%
Jesus used his power to heal a paralysed man, to 
show that he also has power to forgive sins.

154
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( Prepare lesson 

Part 1. An underlying problem
Print resources

 ! RESOURCE 10.1.1 – Phone-labelling worksheet 
Print one copy per student.

 ! RESOURCE 10.1.2 – Phone parts labelled 
Print one copy to consult for answers.

 ! RESOURCE 10.2 – Matching-activity sheet 
Print one copy per student.

 ! RESOURCE 10.3 – A cracked phone screen  
is good news 
Print one text per student.

 ! RESOURCE 10.4 – Response slips 
Print enough for one slip per student. 

Part 2. Jesus heals and forgives a 
paralysed man – Luke 5:17–26
Read scripture

 ! Luke 5:17–26 in your Bible
 ! Luke 5:17–26 paraphrase on page 159

Print resources
 ! Story sketches 1–9 (on pages 6–14) 

Print one copy of each sketch to display.
 ! Summary statements 1–9 (on pages 17–25)  

Print one copy of each statement to display.
 ! RESOURCE 10.5 – Story sketch 10 

Print one A4 or A3 copy to display.
 ! RESOURCE 10.6 – Bible text 

Print one Bible text per student.
 ! RESOURCE 10.7 – Worksheet 

Print one copy per student.

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Print the passage in 
the students’ heart languages for 
them to read or take home. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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Part 1. An underlying problem

" Activate knowledge
Invite students to get out their mobile phones.

Ask ‘What do you use your phones for?’

Accept responses.

Distribute RESOURCE 10.1.1 – Phone-labelling worksheet 
to each student.

Divide students into pairs.

Encourage pairs to complete the worksheet by labelling 
the apps and phone parts.

Check the worksheet answers as a class (see RESOURCE 
10.1.2 – Phone parts labelled for answers).

# Focus on language
Brainstorm things that can go wrong with a mobile phone 
(e.g. a cracked screen).

Distribute RESOURCE 10.2 – Matching-activity sheet to 
each student.

Read the sentences on the sheet and invite students to 
point to the corresponding pictures.

Invite students to write the correct sentence underneath 
each picture.

RESOURCE 10.1.1 
– Phone-labelling 
worksheet 
Print one copy per 
student.

RESOURCE 10.1.2 – 
Phone parts labelled 
Print one copy to 
consult for answers.

RESOURCE 10.2 – 
Matching-activity sheet 
Print one copy per 
student.
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$ Undertake speaking tasks 
Choose one or more tasks to suit your context.

Speaking task 1: Listen and summarise

Divide students into small groups and invite them to listen 
carefully while you read aloud.

Read the story in RESOURCE 10.3 – A cracked phone 
screen is good news twice.

Invite groups to discuss the story and write a short  
summary.

Invite groups to share their summaries with the class.

Invite other students to make comments or ask questions 
about the story.

Speaking task 2: Read and define new words

Distribute RESOURCE 10.3 – A cracked phone screen is 
good news to each student.

Invite students to read it in small groups and circle any 
words that are new to them.

Define any new words.

Speaking task 3: Phone problem dialogue

Distribute a different slip from RESOURCE 10.4 –  
Response slips to each student. (If you have more than six 
students, more than one student can have the same slip.)

RESOURCE 10.3 –  
A cracked phone 
screen is good news 
Print one text per 
student.

RESOURCE 10.4 – 
Response slips 
Print enough for one 
slip per student.
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Lesson 10: Part 1. An underlying problem

Read the following phone problems aloud, inviting students 
to hold up and read the matching response:

 ! ‘The battery on my phone won’t recharge.’
 ! ‘I dropped my phone and the screen is cracked.’
 ! ‘I dropped my phone in water and it’s not working.’
 ! ‘My phone cord is broken.’
 ! ‘My phone keeps overheating.’
 ! ‘My phone is very slow.’

! Lead into Bible
Say ‘In our Bible time, a man comes to Jesus with a  
problem. Jesus heals him but also fixes an even bigger 
problem.’

158
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Part 2. Jesus heals and forgives a
paralysed man

! Luke 5:17–26 (paraphrase)
This Bible paraphrase will be referred to later in this  
lesson. 

Jewish leaders and teachers came from all over the 
region to see Jesus. While Jesus was teaching in a 
house, some men arrived carrying a man who could 
not walk. He was lying on a mat. They tried to take 
him into the house but it was too crowded, so they 
went onto the roof. They lowered the man through 
the roof into the middle of the crowd, in front of 
Jesus.

Jesus saw that they had faith, and said to the man, 
‘Friend, your sins are forgiven.’ The Jewish leaders 
and teachers thought, ‘Who is this man? Who can 
forgive sins but God alone?’

Jesus knew what they were thinking. He said, ‘Is it 
easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven” or “Get up 
and walk”? Let me show you that I have authority 
to forgive sins.’ He said to the man who could not 
walk, ‘Get up. Take your mat and go home.’ The 
man stood up and went home praising God.

 

Lesson 10: Part 2. Jesus heals and forgives a paralysed man
Luke 5:17–26
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% Review previous lessons
Display Story sketches 1–9 (pages 6–14).

Point to the Story sketches one at a time, inviting students 
to summarise the Bible story from each of the previous  
lessons.

Display Summary statements 1–9 (pages 7–25).

Invite students to match each sketch with its  
corresponding statement.

Re-read the Summary statements from each lesson,  
pointing to the corresponding sketches.

# Predict content
Display RESOURCE 10.5 – Story sketch 10.

Invite students to describe what they see.

Invite students to tell a story about the picture.

! Read and comprehend 
Activity 1: Listen, read and summarise

Read the following Bible paraphrase aloud to the class.

Luke 5:17–26 (paraphrase)

Jewish leaders and teachers came from all over the  
region to see Jesus. While Jesus was teaching in a 
house, some men arrived carrying a man who could 
not walk. He was lying on a mat. They tried to take him 
into the house but it was too crowded, so they went 
onto the roof. They lowered the man through the roof 
into the middle of the crowd, in front of Jesus.

Jesus saw that they had faith, and said to the man, 
‘Friend, your sins are forgiven.’ The Jewish leaders and 
teachers thought, ‘Who is this man? Who can forgive 
sins but God alone?’

 

Lesson 10: Part 2. Jesus heals and forgives a paralysed man
Luke 5:17–26

RESOURCE 10.5 – 
Story sketch 10 
Print one A4 or A3 
copy to display.
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Jesus knew what they were thinking. He said, ‘Is it 
easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven” or “Get up and 
walk”? Let me show you that I have authority to forgive 
sins.’ He said to the man who could not walk, ‘Get up. 
Take your mat and go home.’ The man stood up and 
went home praising God.

Distribute RESOURCE 10.6 – Bible text to each student.

Re-read the passage aloud.

Ask ‘Are there any words that are new to you?’

Define any new words (e.g. sins).

Invite the class to work together to summarise the text.

Write summary points on the board.

Activity 2: Worksheet

Distribute RESOURCE 10.7 – Worksheet to each student.

Invite students to work with those around them to  
complete it.

Check answers together.

Activity 3: Retell from a different perspective

Divide students into pairs.

Invite pairs to retell the story from the perspective of the 
paralysed man and/or his friends.

Invite volunteers to share their retelling with the class.

Activity 4: True or False

Bring students back together as a class.

Lesson 10: Part 2. Jesus heals and forgives a paralysed man
Luke 5:17–26

.,"#$%/"0*1"*,
Optional: Invite students to read 
the passage in their heart 
language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.

RESOURCE 10.7 – 
Worksheet 
Print one copy per 
student.

RESOURCE 10.6 – 
Bible text 
Print one Bible text per 
student.
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Ask True/False questions, inviting students to respond with 
a thumbs up or thumbs down. 

 ! ‘Nobody had heard about Jesus.’ F
 ! ‘The Jewish leaders came from all over Israel.’ T
 ! ‘Jesus was teaching in a garden.’ F
 ! ‘Some men arrived with a sick woman.’ F
 ! ‘The house was empty.’ F
 ! ‘The men lowered their friend through the roof.’ T
 ! ‘Jesus told the man to roll over.’ F
 ! ‘Jesus forgave the man.’ T
 ! ‘Jesus healed the man.’ T

& Invite curiosity 
Ask ‘Do you have any questions or comments about the 
story?’ 

$  An important question
Ask ‘What was surprising about what Jesus did?’

'  Summary statement
Say ‘Jesus healed a paralysed man to show that he can also 
forgive sins.’

Lesson 10: Part 2. Jesus heals and forgives a paralysed man
Luke 5:17–26 162
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Lesson 10: Part 1. An underlying problem
Print one copy per student.10.1.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – Phone-labelling worksheet

Label the apps and parts of the phone. 
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Lesson 10: Part 1. An underlying problem
Print one copy to consult for answers.10.1.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Phone parts labelled

Camera

Volume

Label the apps and parts of the phone. 

Power on / off

Power socket

Case Charger / adaptor

Screen protector
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Lesson 10: Part 1. An underlying problem
Print one copy per student.10.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Matching-activity sheet

Write the correct sentence under its matching picture below.

 ! My phone cord is broken.
 ! I dropped my phone in water and it’s not working.
 ! My phone keeps overheating.
 ! The battery on my phone won’t recharge.
 ! My phone is very slow.
 ! I dropped my phone and the screen is cracked.

 

1

3

5

2

4

6

My phone is very slow.
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Lesson 10: Part 1. An underlying problem
Print one text per student.

Lily dropped her mobile phone. The screen cracked. Lily went to a phone repair shop. It was 
crowded in the shop. Lily moved through the crowd until she was in front of the repairer.  
He said he could fix the screen for $150 dollars. Lily left the phone and went back later  
to get it. The man told her that she didn’t have to pay. Lily was surprised. The man told  
her that her phone was faulty. He said it was easier to give Lily a new phone than to fix a 
faulty one. For Lily, a cracked phone screen was good news. She went home praising the 
phone repairer!

Lily dropped her mobile phone. The screen cracked. Lily went to a phone repair shop. It was 
crowded in the shop. Lily moved through the crowd until she was in front of the repairer.  
He said he could fix the screen for $150 dollars. Lily left the phone and went back later  
to get it. The man told her that she didn’t have to pay. Lily was surprised. The man told  
her that her phone was faulty. He said it was easier to give Lily a new phone than to fix a 
faulty one. For Lily, a cracked phone screen was good news. She went home praising the 
phone repairer!

Lily dropped her mobile phone. The screen cracked. Lily went to a phone repair shop. It was 
crowded in the shop. Lily moved through the crowd until she was in front of the repairer.  
He said he could fix the screen for $150 dollars. Lily left the phone and went back later  
to get it. The man told her that she didn’t have to pay. Lily was surprised. The man told  
her that her phone was faulty. He said it was easier to give Lily a new phone than to fix a 
faulty one. For Lily, a cracked phone screen was good news. She went home praising the 
phone repairer!

Lily dropped her mobile phone. The screen cracked. Lily went to a phone repair shop. It was 
crowded in the shop. Lily moved through the crowd until she was in front of the repairer.  
He said he could fix the screen for $150 dollars. Lily left the phone and went back later  
to get it. The man told her that she didn’t have to pay. Lily was surprised. The man told  
her that her phone was faulty. He said it was easier to give Lily a new phone than to fix a 
faulty one. For Lily, a cracked phone screen was good news. She went home praising the 
phone repairer!

10.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – A cracked 
phone screen is good news
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Lesson 10: Part 1. An underlying problem
Print enough for one strip per student.10.4  RESOURCERESOURCE – Response slips

Have you tried deleting the apps you don’t use?

Have you tried removing the battery and putting the phone in a bowl of rice?

Have you tried buying a new cord?

How old is your phone battery?

Have you asked whether it can be repaired?

Is the battery or the screen hot?
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Lesson 10: Part 2. Jesus heals and forgives a paralysed man
Luke 5:17–26

Print one A4 or A3 copy to display.
10.5  RESOURCERESOURCE – Story sketch
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Lesson 10: Part 2. Jesus heals and forgives a paralysed man
Luke 5:17–26

Print one Bible text per student.
10.6  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text

Jewish leaders and teachers came from all over the region to see Jesus. While Jesus was 
teaching in a house, some men arrived carrying a man who could not walk. He was lying on 
a mat. They tried to take him into the house but it was too crowded, so they went onto the 
roof. They lowered the man through the roof into the middle of the crowd, in front of Jesus.

Jesus saw that they had faith, and said to the man, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven.’ The Jewish 
leaders and teachers thought, ‘Who is this man? Who can forgive sins but God alone?’

Jesus knew what they were thinking. He said, ‘Is it easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven” or 
“Get up and walk”? Let me show you that I have authority to forgive sins.’ He said to the 
man who could not walk, ‘Get up. Take your mat and go home.’ The man stood up and went 
home praising God.

Jewish leaders and teachers came from all over the region to see Jesus. While Jesus was 
teaching in a house, some men arrived carrying a man who could not walk. He was lying on 
a mat. They tried to take him into the house but it was too crowded, so they went onto the 
roof. They lowered the man through the roof into the middle of the crowd, in front of Jesus.

Jesus saw that they had faith, and said to the man, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven.’ The Jewish 
leaders and teachers thought, ‘Who is this man? Who can forgive sins but God alone?’

Jesus knew what they were thinking. He said, ‘Is it easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven” or 
“Get up and walk”? Let me show you that I have authority to forgive sins.’ He said to the 
man who could not walk, ‘Get up. Take your mat and go home.’ The man stood up and went 
home praising God.

Jewish leaders and teachers came from all over the region to see Jesus. While Jesus was 
teaching in a house, some men arrived carrying a man who could not walk. He was lying on 
a mat. They tried to take him into the house but it was too crowded, so they went onto the 
roof. They lowered the man through the roof into the middle of the crowd, in front of Jesus.

Jesus saw that they had faith, and said to the man, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven.’ The Jewish 
leaders and teachers thought, ‘Who is this man? Who can forgive sins but God alone?’

Jesus knew what they were thinking. He said, ‘Is it easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven” or 
“Get up and walk”? Let me show you that I have authority to forgive sins.’ He said to the 
man who could not walk, ‘Get up. Take your mat and go home.’ The man stood up and went 
home praising God.

Luke 5:17–26

Luke 5:17–26

Luke 5:17–26

Lu
ke

.In
.10

Lu
ke

.In
.10

Lu
ke

.In
.10

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



Lesson 10: Part 2. Jesus heals and forgives a paralysed man
Luke 5:17–26

Print one copy per student.
10.7  RESOURCERESOURCE – Worksheet

lowered

faith

sin(s)

forgiven

faith

lowered

region

authority

sins

forgiven

trust; belief

disobeying God and doing what is wrong

moved down

area

power

no longer counted against you

authority

region

Circle the following words in the text.

Jewish leaders and teachers came from all over the region to see Jesus. While Jesus was 

teaching in a house, some men arrived carrying a man who could not walk. He was lying on 

a mat. They tried to take him into the house but it was too crowded, so they went onto the 

roof. They lowered the man through the roof into the middle of the crowd, in front of Jesus.

Jesus saw that they had faith, and said to the man, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven.’ The Jewish 

leaders and teachers thought, ‘Who is this man? Who can forgive sins but God alone?’

Jesus knew what they were thinking. He said, ‘Is it easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven” or 

“Get up and walk”? Let me show you that I have authority to forgive sins.’ He said to the 

man who could not walk, ‘Get up. Take your mat and go home.’ The man stood up and went 

home praising God.

Draw a line from each word to its meaning in this text.
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