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Lesson 2
PART 1  (APPROXIMATELY 1 HOUR):
Thankfulness and joy

PART 2  (APPROXIMATELY 1/2 HOUR):
Mary’s news
Luke 1:39–56

BIG IDEA: 
Elizabeth and Mary believed and rejoiced in the 
promised saviour.
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1Lesson 2: Prepare lesson

 Prepare lesson 

Part 1. Thankfulness and joy

Print resources
 f RESOURCE 2.1.1 – Bingo picture sheet   

Print one sheet per student.
 f RESOURCE 2.1.2 – Bingo tokens 

Print on cardboard and cut out 8 tokens per  
student. 

Additional equipment
 f (Optional) Buttons or coins to use as bingo tokens

Part 2. Mary’s news  
Luke 1:39–56

Read scripture
 f Luke 1:39–56 in your Bible
 f Luke 1:39–56 paraphrase on page 5

Print resources
 f Story sketch 1 (on page 6 in Introduction) 

Print one copy to display.
 f Summary statement 1 (on page 17 in Introduction)  

Print one copy to display.
 f RESOURCE 2.2 – Story sketch 2 

Print one copy to display.
 f RESOURCE 2.3 – Picture sheet 

Print one sheet per pair.
 f RESOURCE 2.4 – Bible text 

Print one Bible text per student.

HEART LANGUAGE
Optional: Print the passage in 
the students’ heart languages for 
them to read or take home. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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2Lesson 2: Part 1. Thankfulness and joy

Part 1. Thankfulness and joy 

 Activate knowledge
Distribute RESOURCE 2.1.1 – Bingo picture sheet to each 
student. 

Invite students to describe the pictures in pairs or as a 
whole class.

Distribute 8 tokens from RESOURCE 2.1.2 – Bingo tokens 
to each student (or use coins, buttons or similar).

Demonstrate that you want students to listen, put a token 
on the picture you describe, and say ‘Bingo’ when they 
have three in a row (indicate vertical, horizontal or  
diagonal with your finger on the sheet).

Describe the pictures one at a time until someone says 
‘Bingo’.

(Try to include these words: hurried, thankful, blessed, 
greet, jumped, inside, joy, promise.)

Play more games of bingo, inviting different students to 
lead the game by describing the pictures.

 Focus on language
Write the following words down the left side of the board: 
hurry, greet, jump, fill, bless, hear, believe, stay, return.

Invite students to say the words as you point to them.

Check students’ understanding by asking them to mime 
actions, point to bingo pictures and use words in new  
sentences.

Invite students to suggest the past tense form of the verbs.

Write these on the board, correcting errors as you go.

Model sentences using the past tense forms (e.g. ‘Last 
week I stayed at my friend’s house.’).

RESOURCE 2.1.1 – 
Bingo picture sheet  
Print one sheet per 
student.

RESOURCE 2.1.2 – 
Bingo tokens  
Print on cardboard and 
cut out 8 tokens per  
student.
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3Lesson 2: Part 1. Thankfulness and joy

Divide students into pairs.

Invite pairs to compose one sentence using the past-tense 
form of each word.

Tell the following story, pointing to the corresponding 
bingo pictures (indicated in italics):

‘When Ayla found out she was pregnant, she was so 
happy she jumped for joy. When she told her best 
friend the news, her friend was delighted and hugged 
her. As her baby grew, Ayla would often feel the baby 
move inside her. When Ayla held her baby for the first 
time, she was filled with thankfulness.’

Divide students into small groups.

Direct each group to cut up one RESOURCE 2.1.1 – Bingo 
picture sheet into individual pictures.

Invite groups to compose a happy story by rearranging 4–5 
pictures into any order and writing or speaking captions for 
them.

Invite groups to tell their stories to the class.

 Undertake speaking tasks 
Choose one or more tasks to suit your context.

Speaking task 1: Sharing stories

Tell a story from your life prompted by a bingo picture.

Invite students to choose a bingo picture that reminds 
them of a happy time in their life.

Divide students into pairs or small groups.

Invite students to share stories with their groups.

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



Lesson 2: Part 1. Thankfulness and joy

Speaking task 2: Pair discussion

Divide students into pairs.

Invite students to talk to each other, prompted by one or 
more of the sentences below.

Write the sentences one at a time on the board, leaving 
time for discussion after each one.

 f Tell us about a time when you had some exciting 
news to share.

 f Tell us about a time when you were in a hurry.
 f Tell us about a time when you felt blessed.

Speaking task 3: Class discussion

Go through the Phrases for discussion on page 27 in 
Introduction, allowing students time to practise.

Write on the board: Keeping a promise isn’t always easy.

Invite students to discuss and give their opinions.

 Lead into Bible
Say ‘Our Bible time is about the joy that two women share 
about some amazing news.’

4
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Part 2. Mary’s news

 Luke 1:39–56 (paraphrase)
This Bible paraphrase will be referred to later in this  
lesson. 

Mary got ready and hurried to a town in Judea. She 
entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby  
inside her jumped and Elizabeth was filled with 
God’s Spirit. She called out, ‘God has blessed you, 
and blessed is the child you will have! But why is 
God so kind to me? Why has the mother of my 
Lord come to me? As soon as I heard your voice, 
the baby inside me jumped for joy. God has blessed 
you. You have believed that the Lord would keep his 
promises to you!’

Mary said, ‘My soul praises the Lord. My spirit  
delights in God my saviour …’

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months. 
Then she returned home.

 

Lesson 2: Part 2. Mary’s news – Luke 1:39–56 
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 Review previous lessons
Display Story sketch 1 (page 6 in Introduction).

Invite students to summarise the Bible story from the  
previous lesson.

Display Summary statement 1 (page 17 in Introduction).

Re-read the Summary statement, pointing to the  
corresponding sketch.

 Predict content
Display RESOURCE 2.2 – Story sketch 2. 

Ask ‘What do you think the Bible story will be about?’

 Read and comprehend 
Activity 1: Introducing the story

Divide students into pairs.

Distribute RESOURCE 2.3 – Picture sheet to pairs.

Invite students to work together to compose a story by 
writing a simple caption under each picture.

Distribute RESOURCE 2.4 – Bible text to each student.

Invite students to read it aloud twice in pairs, taking turns 
to read.

Activity 2: Defining words and phrases

Write these phrases on the board: went quickly, went into, 
said hello to, in her womb, cried out.

Invite students to find and circle the words in the text that 
have the same meaning.

Lesson 2: Part 2. Mary’s news – Luke 1:39–56 

RESOURCE 2.3 – 
Picture sheet  
Print one sheet per 
pair. 

RESOURCE 2.2 –  
Story sketch 2 
Print one A4 or A3 
copy to display.

RESOURCE 2.4 –  
Bible text  
Print one Bible text per 
student.
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Read answers:

Mary got ready and hurried (went quickly) to a town in 
Judea. She entered (went into) Zechariah’s home and 
greeted (said hello to) Elizabeth.  
 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby inside 
her (in her womb) jumped and Elizabeth was filled with 
God’s Spirit. She called out (cried out).

Activity 3: Revision

Divide students into pairs.

Re-read RESOURCE 2.4 – Bible text aloud to the class.

Invite students to retell the narrative to their partners in 
their own words (without looking at the text).

 Invite curiosity 
Ask ‘Do you have any questions or comments about the 
story?’

  An important question
Ask ‘What do we learn about Jesus?’

  Summary statement
Say ‘Elizabeth and Mary believed and rejoiced in the  
promised saviour.’

Lesson 2: Part 2. Mary’s news – Luke 1:39–56 

HEART LANGUAGE
Optional: Invite students to read 
the passage in their heart 
language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate

https://www.bible.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/


Lesson 2: Part 1. Thankfulness and joy 
Print one sheet per student.2.1.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bingo picture sheet
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Lesson 2: Part 1. Thankfulness and joy 
Print on cardboard and cut out 8 tokens per student.2.1.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bingo tokens
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Lesson 2: Part 2. Mary’s news – Luke 1:39–56
Print one A4 or A3 copy to display.2.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Story sketch 2
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Lesson 2: Part 2. Mary’s news – Luke 1:39–56
Print one sheet per pair.2.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Picture sheet
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Lesson 2: Part 2. Mary’s news – Luke 1:39–56
Print one Bible text per student.2.4  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text

Mary got ready and hurried to a town in Judea. She entered Zechariah’s home and greeted 
Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby inside her jumped and Elizabeth was filled 
with God’s Spirit. She called out, ‘God has blessed you, and blessed is the child you will 
have! But why is God so kind to me? Why has the mother of my Lord come to me? As soon 
as I heard your voice, the baby inside me jumped for joy. God has blessed you. You have 
believed that the Lord would keep his promises to you!’

Mary said, ‘My soul praises the Lord. My spirit delights in God my saviour …’

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months. Then she returned home.

Mary got ready and hurried to a town in Judea. She entered Zechariah’s home and greeted 
Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby inside her jumped and Elizabeth was filled 
with God’s Spirit. She called out, ‘God has blessed you, and blessed is the child you will 
have! But why is God so kind to me? Why has the mother of my Lord come to me? As soon 
as I heard your voice, the baby inside me jumped for joy. God has blessed you. You have 
believed that the Lord would keep his promises to you!’

Mary said, ‘My soul praises the Lord. My spirit delights in God my saviour …’

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months. Then she returned home.

Mary got ready and hurried to a town in Judea. She entered Zechariah’s home and greeted 
Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby inside her jumped and Elizabeth was filled 
with God’s Spirit. She called out, ‘God has blessed you, and blessed is the child you will 
have! But why is God so kind to me? Why has the mother of my Lord come to me? As soon 
as I heard your voice, the baby inside me jumped for joy. God has blessed you. You have 
believed that the Lord would keep his promises to you!’

Mary said, ‘My soul praises the Lord. My spirit delights in God my saviour …’

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months. Then she returned home.

Luke 1:39–56
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