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Lesson 3
PART 1  (APPROXIMATELY 1 HOUR):
Populations and the census

PART 2  (APPROXIMATELY 1/2 HOUR):
The birth of Jesus 
Luke 2:1–7

BIG IDEA: 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the town of his  
ancestor King David.
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1Lesson 3: Prepare lesson

 Prepare lesson 

Part 1. Populations and the census

Print resources
 f RESOURCE 3.1 – ABS population distribution map – 

Australia   
Print one A3 copy to display or one A4 copy per pair.

 f RESOURCE 3.2 – Census information text 
Print one text per student.

Part 2. The birth of Jesus 
Luke 2:1–7

Read scripture
 f Luke 2:1–7 in your Bible
 f Luke 2:1–7 paraphrase on page 5

Print resources
 f Story sketches 1–2 (on pages 6–7 in Introduction) 

Print one copy of each sketch to display.
 f Summary statements 1–2 (on pages 17–18 in  

Introduction)  
Print one copy of each statement to display.

 f RESOURCE 3.3 – Map of Judea and surrounds 
Print one A3 copy to display or one A4 copy per 
pair of students.

 f RESOURCE 3.4 – Bible text 
Print one Bible text per student.

HEART LANGUAGE
Optional: Print the passage in 
the students’ heart languages for 
them to read or take home. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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2Lesson 3: Part 1. Populations and the census

Part 1. Populations and the census 

 Activate knowledge
Display RESOURCE 3.1 – ABS population distribution map 
– Australia.

Discuss the information on the map. Prompt using the 
following questions:

 f ‘What are the names of the states and territories in 
Australia?’

 f ‘What is the capital city of …?’
 f ‘Where do most of the people live?’
 f ‘What is the word for land near the sea?’  

(coast, beach)
 f ‘What is the name for inland Australia?’  

(outback, desert)
 f ‘Where have you been in Australia? Where would 

you like to go in Australia? Why?’

Invite students to compare the population in Australia with 
the populations in their home countries. (They can look 
this information up on their phones if necessary.)

Write the population figures for the countries represented 
in your class on the board, and practise saying the  
numbers.

Write three sentences on the board comparing the  
population figures. For example:

 f China has more people than Australia.
 f Australia has fewer people than Japan.
 f China and India have similar population numbers.

Read these sentences aloud.

Erase the country names from the sentences on the board.

Invite students to compose sentences by filling in the gaps 
with other country names.

RESOURCE 3.1 – ABS 
population distribution 
map – Australia  
Print one A3 copy to 
display or one A4 copy 
per pair.
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3Lesson 3: Part 1. Populations and the census

 Focus on language
Write the word census on the board.

Define the word (see the Glossary on page 28 in  
Introduction).

Say ‘I am going to read a text about the census. I will read 
it twice. Listen the first time, then take notes as you listen 
the second time.’

Read the following text aloud twice:

Every 5 years, the Australian Bureau of Statistics 
counts every person in Australia. We call this the  
census. The census tells the story of how we are 
changing. It includes around 10 million households  
and over 25 million people. Census data helps the  
government to know what we need now and how to 
plan for the future. It tells us about the economic,  
social and cultural make-up of the country.  
 
Governments and businesses use the information to 
make important decisions about transport, schools, 
health care, roads, buildings, and local services. For 
example, knowing the languages spoken in people’s 
homes helps the government to provide the  
community services they need.

Divide students into small groups.

Invite students to work together to write a summary of the 
information.

Invite one group to read out their summary.

Invite others to add details and correct any content.

Divide students into pairs.

Distribute RESOURCE 3.2 – Census information text to 
each student.

Invite students to read the text aloud together.

Ask ‘Are there any words that are new to you?’

Define any new words.

RESOURCE 3.2 – 
Census information 
text 
Print one text per 
student.
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Lesson 3: Part 1. Populations and the census

 Undertake speaking tasks 
Choose one or more tasks to suit your context.

Speaking task 1: Class discussion

Ask ‘What are some examples of services that the  
government provides on the basis of census information?’ 
(e.g. transport, schools, health care, roads, buildings).

Speaking task 2: Sharing stories

Ask ‘Have you ever been part of a census? Tell us about it.’

Accept responses and encourage questions from other 
students.

Speaking task 3: Multiple choice quiz

Say the statements below, writing the three possible  
answers for each question on the board: 

 f ‘About 1 in 11 children in Australia were born in  
New South Wales/overseas/in Tasmania.’

 f ‘About one-third of Australian children live in  
New South Wales/Victoria/Queensland.’

 f ‘About six per cent of children in Australia  
are indigenous/live in Darwin/live near the coast.’

Accept responses. (Answers are in bold.)

 Lead into Bible
Say ‘Our Bible time is about a census and an important 
birth.’

4
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Part 2. The birth of Jesus   

 Luke 2:1–7 (paraphrase)
This Bible paraphrase will be referred to later in this  
lesson. 

When Quirinius was governor of Syria, Caesar  
Augustus made a law. He said that a census must 
be taken of everyone in the Roman world. Everyone 
went to their hometowns to be counted.

Joseph went to Bethlehem, the town of David, in 
Judea. Joseph belonged to the family of David. He 
went to Bethlehem with Mary to be counted. Mary 
was engaged to him. She was pregnant.

While Joseph and Mary were there, Mary gave birth 
to her first baby. It was a boy. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger because there 
was no place for them to stay.

 

Lesson 3: Part 2. The birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1–7 
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 Review previous lessons
Display Story sketches 1–2 (pages 6–7 in Introduction).

Point to the Story sketches one at a time, inviting students 
to summarise the Bible story from each of the previous  
lessons.

Display Summary statements 1–2 (pages 17–18 in  
Introduction).

Re-read the Summary statements from each lesson,  
pointing to the corresponding sketches.

 Predict content
Ask ‘What do you know about the birth of Jesus?’

Accept responses.

Prompt with drawings, through mime, or by writing the 
words slowly on the board. For example, write Bethlehem, 
stable, donkey (or d_ _ _ _ _), animals (or a_im_ls).

Display RESOURCE 3.3 – Map of Judea and surrounds.

Invite students to find Syria, Judea and Bethlehem on the 
map.

Invite advanced students to describe where the places are 
in relation to each other.

 Read and comprehend 
Activity 1: Listen and reconstruct

Read the Bible paraphrase below aloud twice, inviting  
students to listen and take notes.

Luke 2:1–7 (paraphrase)

When Quirinius was governor of Syria, Caesar  
Augustus made a law. He said that a census must be 
taken of everyone in the Roman world. Everyone went 
to their hometowns to be counted.

 

Lesson 3: Part 2. The birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1–7 

RESOURCE 3.3 – Map 
of Judea and surrounds  
Print one A3 copy to 
display or one A4 copy 
per pair of students.
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Joseph went to Bethlehem, the town of David, in 
Judea. Joseph belonged to the family of David. He 
went to Bethlehem with Mary to be counted. Mary was 
engaged to him. She was pregnant.

While Joseph and Mary were there, Mary gave birth to 
her first baby. It was a boy. She wrapped him in cloths 
and placed him in a manger because there was no 
place for them to stay.

Invite students to identify the main points of the narrative.

Write students’ suggestions on the board.

Activity 2: Read and define new words

Distribute RESOURCE 3.4 – Bible text to each student.

Invite students to read it quietly, circling any words that 
are new to them.

Define any new words together (see the Glossary on page 
28 in Introduction).

Activity 3: Comprehension

Ask the following questions and accept responses:

 f ‘Who was the governor of Syria when Jesus was 
born?’ Quirinius

 f ‘Who made a law that everyone must be counted?’ 
Caesar Augustus

 f ‘Where did Joseph have to go to be counted? 
Why?’ Bethlehem – his hometown

 f ‘Who did Joseph take with him to Bethlehem? 
Why?’ Mary – they were engaged

 f ‘Why did Mary put her baby in a manger?’  
There was no place for them to stay

 f ‘Does anything surprise you about this story?’

Lesson 3: Part 2. The birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1–7 

RESOURCE 3.4 –  
Bible text  
Print one Bible text per 
student.

HEART LANGUAGE
Optional: Invite students to read 
the passage in their heart 
language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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 Invite curiosity 
Ask ‘Do you have any questions or comments about the 
story?’

  An important question
Ask ‘What do we learn about Jesus?’

  Summary statement
Say ‘Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the town of his  
ancestor King David.’

Lesson 3: Part 2. The birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1–7 8
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Lesson 3: Part 1. Populations and the census 
Print one A3 copy to display or one A4 copy per pair.3.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – ABS population  

distribution map – Australia
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Lesson 3: Part 1. Populations and the census 
Print one text per student.3.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Census information text

Every 5 years, the Australian Bureau of Statistics counts every person in Australia. We call 
this the census. The census tells the story of how we are changing. It includes around 10 
million households and over 25 million people. Census data helps the government to know 
what we need now and how to plan for the future. It tells us about the economic, social and 
cultural make-up of the country. Governments and businesses use the information to make 
important decisions about transport, schools, health care, roads, buildings, and local  
services. For example, knowing the languages spoken in people’s homes helps the  
government to provide the community services they need.

Every 5 years, the Australian Bureau of Statistics counts every person in Australia. We call 
this the census. The census tells the story of how we are changing. It includes around 10 
million households and over 25 million people. Census data helps the government to know 
what we need now and how to plan for the future. It tells us about the economic, social and 
cultural make-up of the country. Governments and businesses use the information to make 
important decisions about transport, schools, health care, roads, buildings, and local  
services. For example, knowing the languages spoken in people’s homes helps the  
government to provide the community services they need.

Every 5 years, the Australian Bureau of Statistics counts every person in Australia. We call 
this the census. The census tells the story of how we are changing. It includes around 10 
million households and over 25 million people. Census data helps the government to know 
what we need now and how to plan for the future. It tells us about the economic, social and 
cultural make-up of the country. Governments and businesses use the information to make 
important decisions about transport, schools, health care, roads, buildings, and local  
services. For example, knowing the languages spoken in people’s homes helps the  
government to provide the community services they need.

Every 5 years, the Australian Bureau of Statistics counts every person in Australia. We call 
this the census. The census tells the story of how we are changing. It includes around 10 
million households and over 25 million people. Census data helps the government to know 
what we need now and how to plan for the future. It tells us about the economic, social and 
cultural make-up of the country. Governments and businesses use the information to make 
important decisions about transport, schools, health care, roads, buildings, and local  
services. For example, knowing the languages spoken in people’s homes helps the  
government to provide the community services they need.
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Lesson 3: Part 2. The birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1–7 
Print one A3 copy to display OR one A4 copy per pair of students.3.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Map of  

Judea and surrounds
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Lesson 3: Part 2. The birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1–7 
Print one Bible text per student.3.4  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text

When Quirinius was governor of Syria, Caesar Augustus made a law. He said that a census 
must be taken of everyone in the Roman world. Everyone went to their hometowns to be 
counted.

Joseph went to Bethlehem, the town of David, in Judea. Joseph belonged to the family of 
David. He went to Bethlehem with Mary to be counted. Mary was engaged to him. She was 
pregnant.

While Joseph and Mary were there, Mary gave birth to her first baby. It was a boy. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger because there was no place for them to 
stay.

When Quirinius was governor of Syria, Caesar Augustus made a law. He said that a census 
must be taken of everyone in the Roman world. Everyone went to their hometowns to be 
counted.

Joseph went to Bethlehem, the town of David, in Judea. Joseph belonged to the family of 
David. He went to Bethlehem with Mary to be counted. Mary was engaged to him. She was 
pregnant.

While Joseph and Mary were there, Mary gave birth to her first baby. It was a boy. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger because there was no place for them to 
stay.

When Quirinius was governor of Syria, Caesar Augustus made a law. He said that a census 
must be taken of everyone in the Roman world. Everyone went to their hometowns to be 
counted.

Joseph went to Bethlehem, the town of David, in Judea. Joseph belonged to the family of 
David. He went to Bethlehem with Mary to be counted. Mary was engaged to him. She was 
pregnant.

While Joseph and Mary were there, Mary gave birth to her first baby. It was a boy. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger because there was no place for them to 
stay.

Luke 2:1–7

Luke 2:1–7

Luke 2:1–7
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