
English for Life 

Luke 1–5
Ten Bible-based English lessons

Intermediate
Written by Danielle McGregor
Illustrations by Jemima Nichols



Lesson 5
PART 1  (APPROXIMATELY 1 HOUR):
Promises

PART 2  (APPROXIMATELY 1/2 HOUR):
Simeon and Anna meet God’s king 
Luke 2:22–40

BIG IDEA: 
After waiting a long time, Simeon and Anna  
recognised Jesus as God’s promised king.  
They praised God and told many people.
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1Lesson 5: Prepare lesson

 Prepare lesson 

Part 1. Promises

Print resources
 f RESOURCE 5.1 – Promises worksheet 

Print one copy per pair.
 f RESOURCE 5.2 – Board game 

Print one copy per small group on cardboard. 

Additional equipment
 f Tokens and some dice for the board game

Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet 
God’s king – Luke 2:22–40

Read scripture
 f Luke 2:22–40 in your Bible
 f Luke 2:22–40 paraphrase on page 4

Print resources
 f Story sketches 1–4 (on pages 6–9 in Introduction) 

Print one copy of each sketch to display.
 f Summary statements 1–4 (on pages 17–20 in  

Introduction)  
Print one copy of each statement to display.

 f RESOURCE 5.3 – Picture sheet 
Print one A4 or A3 copy to display.

 f RESOURCE 5.4 – Bible text 
Print one Bible text per student.

HEART LANGUAGE
Optional: Print the passage in 
the students’ heart languages for 
them to read or take home. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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Lesson 5: Part 1. Promises

Part 1. Promises

 Activate knowledge
Write on the board: I promise …

Divide students into pairs.

Invite pairs to brainstorm as many endings to the sentence 
as they can.

Invite pairs to share their sentences with the class without 
repeating any that have been said.

 Focus on language
Bring students back together as a class.

Ask ‘Are promises hard to keep?’

Accept responses and discuss.

Write these words in a list on the left side of the board: 
easy, possible, difficult, impossible.

Invite students to define the words. Prompt as necessary.

Say ‘Tell me a promise that is easy to keep.’

Write the promise on the board beside easy.

Repeat for possible, difficult and impossible.

 Undertake speaking tasks 
Choose one or more tasks to suit your context.

Speaking task 1: Assessing promises

Divide students into pairs.
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3Lesson 5: Part 1. Promises

Distribute RESOURCE 5.1 – Promises worksheet to pairs.

Ask students to discuss the promises and circle the word 
that best describes each one.

Invite pairs to share their answers with the class.

Discuss points of difference and invite students to give 
reasons for their answers.

Speaking task 2: Sharing stories

Divide students into pairs.

Write the following prompts on the board: 

 f Talk about a promise you have made and kept.
 f Talk about a promise you were not able to keep.
 f Talk about a promise someone has made to you.  

Did they keep it?

Invite students to share in pairs.

Speaking task 3: Board game discussion

Divide students into small groups.

Distribute RESOURCE 5.2 – Board game and the tokens 
and dice you have brought.

Invite students to play the game in their groups.

 Lead into Bible
Say ‘Our Bible time is about two people who have waited a 
long time for a promise to come true.’

RESOURCE 5.1 – 
Promises worksheet 
Print one copy per pair.

RESOURCE 5.2 – 
Board game 
Print one copy 
per small group on 
cardboard.
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Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet
God’s king 

 Luke 2:22–40 (paraphrase)
This Bible paraphrase will be referred to later in this  
lesson. 

When Jesus was a baby, Joseph and Mary took him 
to Jerusalem. There was a man named Simeon in 
Jerusalem. He was waiting for God’s promise to  
Israel to come true. God’s Spirit told Simeon that 
he would not die before he had seen the Messiah. 
When Simeon met Jesus and his parents, he took 
Jesus in his arms and praised God.

He said, ‘Lord, you are the king over all … my eyes 
have seen your salvation.’

He said to Mary, ‘God has sent this child, but many 
will speak against him. The thoughts of many hearts 
will be known. A sword will wound your own soul 
too.’

There was also a prophet named Anna. She was 
an elderly woman. When Anna met Jesus and his  
family she gave thanks to God. She spoke about 
Jesus to many people.

Joseph and Mary returned to Nazareth in Galilee. 
The child grew and became strong and wise.

 

4Lesson 5: Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet God’s king – Luke 2:22–40
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 Review previous lessons
Display Story sketches 1–4 (pages 6–9 in Introduction).

Point to the Story sketches one at a time, inviting students 
to summarise the Bible story from each of the previous  
lessons.

Display Summary statements 1–4 (pages 17–20 in  
Introduction).

Re-read the Summary statements from each lesson,  
pointing to the corresponding sketches.

 Predict content
Display RESOURCE 5.3 – Picture set.

Ask students what they see.

Accept responses.

Elicit vocabulary by pointing to specific things in the  
pictures (e.g. baby, man, parents, elderly woman, family).

Ask ‘What do you think the Bible story will be about?’

 Read and comprehend 
Activity 1: Listen and retell

Divide students into small groups.

Read the following Bible paraphrase aloud twice.

Luke 2:22–40 (paraphrase)

When Jesus was a baby, Joseph and Mary took him to 
Jerusalem. There was a man named Simeon in  
Jerusalem. He was waiting for God’s promise to Israel 
to come true. God’s Spirit told Simeon that he would 
not die before he had seen the Messiah. When Simeon 
met Jesus and his parents, he took Jesus in his arms 
and praised God.

 

RESOURCE 5.3 – 
Picture sheet 
Print one A4 or A3 
copy to display.

Lesson 5: Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet God’s king – Luke 2:22–40

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



He said, ‘Lord, you are the king over all … my eyes 
have seen your salvation.’

He said to Mary, ‘God has sent this child, but many 
will speak against him. The thoughts of many hearts 
will be known. A sword will wound your own soul too.’

There was also a prophet named Anna. She was an  
elderly woman. When Anna met Jesus and his  
family she gave thanks to God. She spoke about Jesus 
to many people.

Joseph and Mary returned to Nazareth in Galilee.  
The child grew and became strong and wise.

Invite students to retell the story to each other in their 
small groups.

Invite groups to share their recounts with the class.

Encourage other groups to help each other with details as 
they listen.

Activity 2: Define new words

Distribute RESOURCE 5.4 – Bible text to each student.

Invite students to read it in their small groups and circle 
any words that are new to them.

Define any new words (see the Glossary on page 28 in 
Introduction).

Invite students to practise using these new words in  
sentences.

Activity 3: Spoken gap-fill activity

Read the text below slowly, pausing to invite students to 
call out the missing content.

When Jesus was a [pause] baby, Joseph and Mary 
took him to Jerusalem. There was a man named  
Simeon in Jerusalem. He was [pause] waiting for 
God’s promise to Israel to come true. 

RESOURCE 5.4 –  
Bible text 
Print one Bible text per 
student.

HEART LANGUAGE
Optional: Invite students to read 
the passage in their heart 
language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.

6Lesson 5: Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet God’s king – Luke 2:22–40

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate

https://www.bible.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/


7

God’s Spirit told Simeon that he would not die before 
he had seen [pause] the Messiah. 

When Simeon met Jesus and his parents, he took  
Jesus in his arms and [pause] praised God.

He said, ‘Lord, you are the king over all … my eyes 
have seen your [pause] salvation.’

He said to Mary, ‘God has sent this child, but many 
will speak against him. The thoughts of many hearts 
will be known. A sword will wound your own soul too.’

There was also a prophet named Anna. She was an  
[pause] elderly woman. When Anna met Jesus and 
his family, she [pause] gave thanks to God. She spoke 
about Jesus to [pause] many people.

Joseph and Mary returned to Nazareth in Galilee.  
The child grew and became strong and wise.

 Invite curiosity 
Ask ‘Do you have any questions or comments about the 
story?’ 

  An important question
Ask ‘What does Simeon say about Jesus?’

  Summary statement
Say ‘After waiting a long time, Simeon and Anna saw that 
baby Jesus was God’s promised king. They praised God 
and told many people.’

Lesson 5: Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet God’s king – Luke 2:22–40
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Lesson 5: Part 1. Promises
Print one copy per pair.5.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – Promises worksheet

I promise to clean up my room.

I promise I will never lie again.

I promise to love you forever. 

I promise I will always forgive you.

I promise to repay the money I owe you.

I promise to take you to the beach on the 
weekend.

I promise to take you to Paris next year.

I promise you will get better.

I promise we can have pizza for dinner  
tomorrow night.

I promise I will never hurt you again. 

I promise your parcel will arrive on Monday.

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

easy      possible      difficult      impossible

Circle the word that best describes the promise.
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Lesson 5: Part 1. Promises
Print one copy per small group on cardboard.5.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Board game

You kept a 
promise! 

Move forward 
5 spaces.

You broke 
a promise. 

Move back 3 
spaces.

Have you ever 
broken a  
promise?

Talk about a 
time when you 
were waiting for 

something.

What does it 
mean to break 

a promise?

Are you  
waiting for  

anything now?

Talk about a 
promise you 

kept.

What does  
‘regret’ mean?

Are promises 
good or bad?

What’s the  
biggest promise 
you’ve made?

What is a  
promise you will 

never make?

What is happening in 
this picture?

What is a 
promise?

What is one 
promise 

made at a 
wedding?

How is this picture 
about a promise? 

Describe this  
picture.

What sort of  
promise is this?

What is this person 
saying about their 

promise?

START

FINISH
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 Lesson 5: Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet God’s king – Luke 2:22–40 
Print one A4 or A3 copy to display.5.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Picture sheet
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 Lesson 5: Part 2. Simeon and Anna meet God’s king – Luke 2:22–40 
Print one Bible text per student.5.4  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text

When Jesus was a baby, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem. There was a man named 
Simeon in Jerusalem. He was waiting for God’s promise to Israel to come true. God’s Spirit 
told Simeon that he would not die before he had seen the Messiah. When Simeon met  
Jesus and his parents, he took Jesus in his arms and praised God.

He said, ‘Lord, you are the king over all … my eyes have seen your salvation.’

He said to Mary, ‘God has sent this child, but many will speak against him. The thoughts of 
many hearts will be known. A sword will wound your own soul too.’

There was also a prophet named Anna. She was an elderly woman. When Anna met Jesus 
and his family she gave thanks to God. She spoke about Jesus to many people.

Joseph and Mary returned to Nazareth in Galilee. The child grew and became strong and 
wise.

When Jesus was a baby, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem. There was a man named 
Simeon in Jerusalem. He was waiting for God’s promise to Israel to come true. God’s Spirit 
told Simeon that he would not die before he had seen the Messiah. When Simeon met  
Jesus and his parents, he took Jesus in his arms and praised God.

He said, ‘Lord, you are the king over all … my eyes have seen your salvation.’

He said to Mary, ‘God has sent this child, but many will speak against him. The thoughts of 
many hearts will be known. A sword will wound your own soul too.’

There was also a prophet named Anna. She was an elderly woman. When Anna met Jesus 
and his family she gave thanks to God. She spoke about Jesus to many people.

Joseph and Mary returned to Nazareth in Galilee. The child grew and became strong and 
wise.

Luke 2:22–40

Luke 2:22–40
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