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Lesson 6
PART 1  (APPROXIMATELY 1 HOUR):
Childhood

PART 2  (APPROXIMATELY 1/2 HOUR):
Twelve-year-old Jesus
Luke 2:41–52

BIG IDEA: 
Even as a child, Jesus amazed people with his  
understanding about God and his need to be with 
God his father.
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1Lesson 6: Prepare lesson

 Prepare lesson 

Part 1. Childhood

Print resources
 f RESOURCE 6.1 – Picture sheet 

Print one sheet per pair.
 f RESOURCE 6.2.1 – People pictures 

Print one sheet and cut out the pictures.
 f RESOURCE 6.2.2 – Information strips 

Print one copy, cut out strips and shuffle.
 f RESOURCE 6.2.3 – Fact sheet 

Print one copy per student.

Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus 
Luke 2:41–52

Read scripture
 f Luke 2:41–52 in your Bible
 f Luke 2:41–52 paraphrase on page 5

Print resources
 f Story sketches 1–5 (on pages 6–10 in Introduction) 

Print one copy of each sketch to display.
 f Summary statements 1–5 (on pages 17–21 in 

Introduction)  
Print one copy of each statement to display.

 f RESOURCE 6.3 – Story sketch 6 
Print one A4 or A3 copy to display.

 f RESOURCE 6.4 – Bible text 
Print one Bible text per student.

HEART LANGUAGE
Optional: Print the passage in 
the students’ heart languages for 
them to read or take home. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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2Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood

Part 1. Childhood

 Activate knowledge
Divide students into pairs.

Distribute RESOURCE 6.1 – Picture sheet to pairs.

Invite students to work together to write a caption for each 
photo.

Invite pairs to read some captions aloud for the class to 
guess which photos they are referring to.

 Focus on language
Bring students back together as a class.

Display the pictures from RESOURCE 6.2.1 – People  
pictures on a table.

Invite students to guess the names of the people.

Write the correct names on the board: Nyadol Nyuon, 
Anh Do, Cathy Freeman, Kanishka Raffel.

Spread out the shuffled strips from RESOURCE 6.2.2 – 
Information strips on the table.

Invite students to work together to match each strip with 
the person it refers to. 

(This can be done as a class with all of the strips and  
photos on the table. Alternatively, divide students into 
small groups, give a different picture to each group, and 
invite each group to find the strips on the table that match 
their picture.)

Read aloud the information about each person from  
RESOURCE 6.2.3 – Fact sheet.

Invite students to check and move strips if incorrect.

Distribute RESOURCE 6.2.3 – Fact sheet.

RESOURCE 6.1 – 
Picture sheet 
Print one sheet per 
pair.

RESOURCE 6.2.1 – 
People pictures 
Print one sheet and cut 
out the pictures.

RESOURCE 6.2.2 – 
Information strips 
Print one copy, cut out 
strips and shuffle.

RESOURCE 6.2.3 – 
Fact sheet 
Print one copy per 
student.
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3Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood

Divide students into pairs.

Invite students to read aloud to each other and circle any 
words that are new to them.

Define any new words.

Invite students to say something they think is interesting 
about each person.

 Undertake speaking tasks 
Choose one or more tasks to suit your context.

Speaking task 1: Pair discussion 

Divide students into pairs.

Invite students to talk in pairs about their childhood.

Prompt with questions on the board:

 f Where were you born?
 f Where did you go to school?
 f Who were the important people in your life when 

you were a child?
 f What did you enjoy doing as a child?
 f What was your favourite food when you were 12 

years old?
 f What did you want to be when you grew up?

Speaking task 2: Sharing stories

Divide students into pairs or small groups.

Invite students to choose a picture from RESOURCE 6.1 – 
Picture sheet to help them share a childhood memory.

Share a memory from your life in a few sentences,  
prompted by a picture.
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Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood

Invite students to share their memories in their pairs or 
small groups.

 Lead into Bible
Say ‘In our Bible time, we will learn something about Jesus’ 
childhood.’

4

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



5

Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus

 Luke 2:41–52 (paraphrase)
This Bible paraphrase will be referred to later in this  
lesson. 

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for a 
special celebration. When Jesus was 12 years old, 
they went as usual.

When the celebration was finished, his parents left 
to go home. They did not know that Jesus had stayed 
in Jerusalem. They looked for him among their  
relatives and friends, but they did not find him, so 
they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.

After three days they found him in the temple 
courtyard. He was sitting with the teachers. He 
was listening to them and asking them questions.  
Everyone who heard him was amazed at how much 
he understood. They were also amazed at his  
answers.

His mother said to him, ‘Son, your father and I have 
been worried about you. We have been looking for 
you everywhere.’

Jesus answered, ‘Why were you looking for me? 
Didn’t you know I had to be in my father’s house?’ 
Then he went home with them and obeyed them. 
Jesus grew and became more and more pleasing to 
God and to people.

 

Lesson 6: Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus – Luke 2:41–52 
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 Review previous lessons
Display Story sketches 1–5 (pages 6–10 in Introduction).

Point to the Story sketches one at a time, inviting students 
to summarise the Bible story from each of the previous  
lessons.

Display Summary statements 1–5 (pages 17–21 in  
Introduction).

Invite students to match each sketch with its  
corresponding statement.

Re-read the Summary statements from each lesson,  
pointing to the corresponding sketches.

 Predict content
Ask ‘Do you know anything about Jesus’ childhood?’

Accept responses.

Display RESOURCE 6.3 – Story sketch 6.

Ask ‘What is happening in the picture?’

 Read and comprehend 
Activity 1: Listen and summarise

Read the following Bible paraphrase aloud to the class.

Luke 2:41–52 (paraphrase)

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for a 
special celebration. When Jesus was 12 years old, they 
went as usual.

When the celebration was finished, his parents left to 
go home. They did not know that Jesus had stayed in 
Jerusalem. They looked for him among their relatives 
and friends, but they did not find him, so they went 
back to Jerusalem to look for him.

 

Lesson 6: Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus – Luke 2:41–52 

RESOURCE 6.3 –  
Story sketch 6 
Print one A4 or A3 
copy to display.
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After three days they found him in the temple  
courtyard. He was sitting with the teachers. He was 
listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone 
who heard him was amazed at how much he  
understood. They were also amazed at his answers.

His mother said to him, ‘Son, your father and I have 
been worried about you. We have been looking for you 
everywhere.’

Jesus answered, ‘Why were you looking for me? Didn’t 
you know I had to be in my father’s house?’ Then he 
went home with them and obeyed them. Jesus grew 
and became more and more pleasing to God and to 
people.

Invite students to summarise the text in their own words.

Activity 2: Define new words

Distribute RESOURCE 6.4 – Bible text to each student.

Re-read the passage and invite students to circle any words 
that are new to them.

Define any new words (see the Glossary on page 28 in 
Introduction).

Activity 3: Comprehension

Invite students to recall details about the story.

Prompt with questions such as:

 f Why did Jesus’ family go to Jerusalem?  
For a special celebration.

 f What happened after the celebration?  
They began to travel home.

 f What did Jesus’ parents discover on their way 
home? Jesus was missing.

 f Where did they find Jesus? What was he doing?  
In the temple, listening and asking questions.

 f What did the people think about Jesus?  
They were amazed.

Lesson 6: Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus – Luke 2:41–52 

RESOURCE 6.4 –  
Bible text 
Print one Bible text per 
student.

HEART LANGUAGE
Optional: Invite students to read 
the passage in their heart 
language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.
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 f Where did Jesus say he had to be?  
In his father’s house.

Activity 3: Retell from a different perspective

Divide students into pairs. 

Invite students to read the passage aloud to each other. 

Invite students to take turns retelling the story from the 
perspective of Mary or Joseph. 

Invite volunteers to share their retelling with the class.

 Invite curiosity 
Ask ‘Do you have any questions or comments about the 
story?’ 

  An important question
Ask ‘What do we learn about Jesus?’

  Summary statement
Say ‘As a child, Jesus amazed people with his understanding 
about God and his need to be with God his father.’

Lesson 6: Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus – Luke 2:41–52 8

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood
Print one sheet per pair.6.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – Picture sheet
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Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood
Print one sheet and cut out the pictures.6.2.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – People pictures

https://thewest.com.au/entertainment/tv/anh-dos-
breakout-abc-series-returns-ng-b88438989z

Used by permission

New Harmony Alliance chair Nyadol Nyuon on Aus-
tralia’s African communities being heard (sbs.com.au)

https://eu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cathy_Freeman
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Anh Do (author, actor, comedian and painter)

I was born in Vietnam in 1977.

I spent 3 months in a Malaysian refugee camp.

I came to Australia as a refugee when I was 3.

I started a business selling tropical fish when I was 14.

Nyadol Nyuon (lawyer and human rights advocate)

I was born in a refugee camp in 1987.

When I was 4, I walked for 40 days to Southern Sudan.

I went to primary and secondary school in a refugee camp in Kenya.

I arrived in Australia when I was 18.

Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood 
Print one copy, cut out strips and shuffle.6.2.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Information strips

1/2

Lu
ke

.In
.6

Lu
ke

.In
.6

Lu
ke

.In
.6

Lu
ke

.In
.6

Lu
ke

.In
.6

Lu
ke

.In
.6

Lu
ke

.In
.6

Lu
ke

.In
.6

Lu
ke

.In
.6

Lu
ke

.In
.6

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



Kanishka Raffel (Anglican Archbishop of Sydney)

I was born in London to Sri Lankan parents.

I lived in Canada before coming to Australia in 1972.

I was raised a Buddhist.

I became a Christian at 21 after reading about Jesus in the Bible.

Cathy Freeman (former Olympic athlete)

I was born in Queensland in 1973.

I began athletics when I was 5 years.

As a child, I was coached by my stepfather.

I started attending an international school near Brisbane when I was 15.

Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood 
Print one copy, cut out strips and shuffle.6.2.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Information strips
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https://eu.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
Cathy_Freeman

Cathy Freeman (former Olympic athlete)

I was born in Queensland in 1973.

I began athletics when I was 5 years.

As a child, I was coached by my stepfather.

I started attending an international school near Brisbane when I 
was 15.

New Harmony Alliance chair Nyadol 
Nyuon on Australia’s African  

communities being heard (sbs.com.au)

Nyadol Nyuon (lawyer and human rights advocate)

I was born in a refugee camp in 1987.

When I was 4, I walked for 40 days to Southern Sudan.

I went to primary and secondary school in a refugee camp in Kenya.

I arrived in Australia when I was 18.

Anh Do (author, actor, comedian and painter)

 was born in Vietnam in 1977.

I spent 3 months in a Malaysian refugee camp.

I came to Australia as a refugee when I was 3.

I started a business selling tropical fish when I was 14.

Lesson 6: Part 1. Childhood
Print one copy per student.6.2.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Fact sheet

https://thewest.com.au/entertain-
ment/tv/anh-dos-breakout-abc-series-

returns-ng-b88438989z

Used by permission

Kanishka Raffel (Anglican Archbishop of Sydney)

 was born in London to Sri Lankan parents.

I lived in Canada before coming to Australia in 1972.

I was raised a Buddhist.

I became a Christian at 21 after reading about Jesus in the Bible.
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Lesson 6: Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus – Luke 2:41–52 
Print one A4 or A3 copy to display.6.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Story sketch
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Lesson 6: Part 2. Twelve-year-old Jesus – Luke 2:41–52 
Print one Bible text per student.6.4  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for a special celebration. When Jesus was 12 
years old, they went as usual.

When the celebration was finished, his parents left to go home. They did not know that  
Jesus had stayed in Jerusalem. They looked for him among their relatives and friends, but 
they did not find him, so they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.

After three days they found him in the temple courtyard. He was sitting with the teachers. 
He was listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed 
at how much he understood. They were also amazed at his answers.

His mother said to him, ‘Son, your father and I have been worried about you. We have been 
looking for you everywhere.’

Jesus answered, ‘Why were you looking for me? Didn’t you know I had to be in my father’s 
house?’ Then he went home with them and obeyed them. Jesus grew and became more and 
more pleasing to God and to people.

Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for a special celebration. When Jesus was 12 
years old, they went as usual.

When the celebration was finished, his parents left to go home. They did not know that  
Jesus had stayed in Jerusalem. They looked for him among their relatives and friends, but 
they did not find him, so they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.

After three days they found him in the temple courtyard. He was sitting with the teachers. 
He was listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed 
at how much he understood. They were also amazed at his answers.

His mother said to him, ‘Son, your father and I have been worried about you. We have been 
looking for you everywhere.’

Jesus answered, ‘Why were you looking for me? Didn’t you know I had to be in my father’s 
house?’ Then he went home with them and obeyed them. Jesus grew and became more and 
more pleasing to God and to people.

Luke 2:41–52

Luke 2:41–52
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