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Lesson 8
PART 1  (APPROXIMATELY 1 HOUR):
If I could change the world

PART 2  (APPROXIMATELY 1/2 HOUR):
Jesus heals many
Luke 4:38–43

BIG IDEA: 
Jesus was sent by God to tell and demonstrate the 
good news that he has authority as God’s king.
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1Lesson 8: Prepare lesson

 Prepare lesson 

Part 1. If I could change the world

Print resources
 f RESOURCE 8.1 – Our world in pain picture sheet 

Print one A3 copy to display or one copy per small 
group.

 f RESOURCE 8.2 – Poem 
Print one poem per student.

 f RESOURCE 8.3 – Worksheet 
Print one copy per student.

 f RESOURCE 8.4 – Questions 
Print one set of questions per pair.

Part 2. Jesus heals many
Luke 4:38–43

Read scripture
 f Luke 4:38–43 in your Bible
 f Luke 4:38–43 paraphrase on page 4

Print resources
 f Story sketches 1–7 (on pages 6–12 in Introduction) 

Print one copy of each sketch to display.
 f Summary statements 1–7 (on pages 17–23 in  

Introduction)  
Print one copy of each statement to display.

 f RESOURCE 8.5 – Bible text segments 
Print and cut enough copies of each text segment 
for one-third of the class.

 f RESOURCE 8.6 – Gap-fill activity 
Print one per student, and fold along line before  
handing out, with gap-fill side facing up.

HEART LANGUAGE
Optional: Print the passage in 
the students’ heart languages for 
them to read or take home. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate

https://www.bible.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/


2Lesson 8: Part 1. If I could change the world

Part 1. If I could change the world

 Activate knowledge
Divide students into small groups.

Distribute RESOURCE 8.1 – Our world in pain picture 
sheet to small groups or display an A3 copy.

Invite groups to write a list of everything they see in the 
pictures.

Invite groups to share their observations with the class.

Write them on the board, correcting errors as you go.

 Focus on language
Distribute RESOURCE 8.2 – Poem to each student.

Read the poem aloud to the class, encouraging students to 
read along.

Divide students into pairs.

Invite pairs to re-read the poem and underline things that 
the writer would like to change.

Invite pairs to tell the class what they underlined and write 
a list on the board.

Ask ‘Are there any words that are new to you?’

Define any new words.

Invite questions about the poem and discuss.

Distribute RESOURCE 8.3 – Worksheet to each student.

Invite students to work with those around them to 
complete the worksheet.

Check answers together as a class.

RESOURCE 8.1 –  
Our world in pain 
picture sheet 
Print one A3 copy to 
display or one copy per 
small group.

RESOURCE 8.2 – Poem 
Print one poem per 
student.

RESOURCE 8.3 – 
Worksheet 
Print one copy per 
student.
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3Lesson 8: Part 1. If I could change the world

 Undertake speaking tasks 
Choose one or more tasks to suit your context.

Speaking task 1: Describe and guess

Refer again to RESOURCE 8.1 – Our world in pain picture 
sheet.

Invite a student to describe one picture and ask other  
students to guess which picture it is.

Repeat as time allows.

Speaking task 2: Small group discussion

Divide students into small groups.

Invite groups to agree on one thing they would like to 
change in the world.

Ask groups to discuss:

 f what they could do to help improve the situation
 f what they are not able to change.

Invite groups to share what they have discussed with the 
class.

Speaking task 3: Pair discussion

Divide students into pairs.

Give RESOURCE 8.4 – Questions to pairs.

Invite the students to take turns asking each other the 
questions.

 Lead into Bible
Say ‘In our Bible time, we will see that Jesus has authority 
over evil.’

RESOURCE 8.4 – 
Questions 
Print one set of 
questions per pair.
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Part 2. Jesus heals many  

 Luke 4:38–43 (paraphrase)
This Bible paraphrase will be referred to later in this  
lesson. 

Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s  
mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked Jesus 
to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to 
leave, and it left her. She got up and began to serve 
them.

At sunset, people brought all who were sick to  
Jesus. He placed his hands on each one and 
healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many 
people shouting, ‘You are the Son of God!’ But he  
commanded them to be quiet.

At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could 
be alone. The people went to look for him. When 
they found him, they tried to stop him from l 
eaving them. But he said, ‘I must tell the good news 
of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is 
why I was sent.’

 

Lesson 8: Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43 4
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 Review previous lessons
Display Story sketches 1–7 (pages 6–12 in Introduction).

Point to the Story sketches one at a time, inviting students 
to summarise the Bible story from each of the previous  
lessons.

Display Summary statements 1–7 (pages 17–23 in  
Introduction).

Re-read the Summary statements from each lesson,  
pointing to the corresponding sketches.

 Predict content
Ask ‘How do you think Jesus will show that he has  
authority as God’s king?’

 Read and comprehend 
Activity 1: Read and summarise text segments

Divide the class into three groups.

Distribute different text segments from RESOURCE 8.5 – 
Bible text segments to small groups so that all members of 
one group have the same text (a, b or c) and each group 
has a different text (i.e. one group has a, one has b, one 
has c).

Invite volunteers to read the text aloud to their groups.

Invite the groups to summarise the text in their own words.

Invite groups to share their summaries with the class.

Read the following Bible paraphrase aloud, inviting  
students to stand up when their text is being read.

Lesson 8: Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43

RESOURCE 8.5 –  
Bible text segments 
Print and cut enough 
copies of each text 
segment for one-third 
of the class.
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Luke 4:38–43 (paraphrase)

Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-
law had a high fever. They asked Jesus to help her. He 
bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left 
her. She got up and began to serve them.

At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. 
He placed his hands on each one and healed them. 
Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, 
‘You are the Son of God!’ But he commanded them to 
be quiet.

At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be 
alone. The people went to look for him. When they 
found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them.
But he said, ‘I must tell the good news of God’s kingdom 
to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’

Activity 2: Gap-fill

Distribute RESOURCE 8.6 – Gap-fill activity folded along 
the line indicated and with the gap-fill activity facing up. 

Indicate that students should not turn it over.

Read the text below aloud, pausing where indicated to 
give students time to write the words in the gaps on their 
sheets.

Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-
law had a high fever [pause]. They asked Jesus to help 
[pause] her. He bent over her and told [pause] the 
fever to leave, and it left her. She got up and began to 
serve them.

At sunset, people brought all who were sick [pause] to 
Jesus. He placed his hands on each one and healed 
[pause] them. Also, evil spirits came out [pause] of 
many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of God!’ But 
he commanded them to be quiet [pause].

At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be 
alone [pause]. The people went to look for him. When 
they found [pause] him, they tried to stop him from 
leaving them. But he said, ‘I must tell [pause] the good 
news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is 
why I was sent [pause].

Lesson 8: Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43

HEART LANGUAGE
Optional: Invite students to read 
the passage in their heart 
language. 

Visit bible.com or  
biblegateway.com to find a  
number of international  
translations.

RESOURCE 8.6 –  
Gap-fill activity 
Print one per student, 
and fold along line 
before handing out, with 
gap-fill side facing up.
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7

Invite students to unfold their gap-fill sheets.

Ask students to check their answers against the text at the 
bottom.

Define vocabulary.

 Invite curiosity 
Ask ‘Do you have any questions or comments about the 
story?’ 

  An important question
Ask ‘Why does Jesus say he was sent?’

  Summary statement
Say ‘Jesus was sent by God. He heals people to show that 
he has authority as God’s king.’

Lesson 8: Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43
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Lesson 8: Part 1. If I could change the world
Print one A3 copy to display or one copy per small group.8.1  RESOURCERESOURCE – Our world 

in pain picture sheet
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Lesson 8: Part 1. If I could change the world
Print one poem per student.8.2  RESOURCERESOURCE – Poem

My child

If I could change the world for you,
Turn your view from grey to blue,
I’d take away the hurt I see,
Make sure our life was safe and free.

If I could change decisions made,
Erase the wrongs, cause pain to fade,
I’d mend all hearts and dry all tears,
Ease the pain and silence fears.

It’s not within my power to do,
Nor can I see a clear way through,
I simply ask you’ll let me guide,
And gently seek to walk beside.

My child

If I could change the world for you,
Turn your view from grey to blue,
I’d take away the hurt I see,
Make sure our life was safe and free.

If I could change decisions made,
Erase the wrongs, cause pain to fade,
I’d mend all hearts and dry all tears,
Ease the pain and silence fears.

It’s not within my power to do,
Nor can I see a clear way through,
I simply ask you’ll let me guide,
And gently seek to walk beside.

My child

If I could change the world for you,
Turn your view from grey to blue,
I’d take away the hurt I see,
Make sure our life was safe and free.

If I could change decisions made,
Erase the wrongs, cause pain to fade,
I’d mend all hearts and dry all tears,
Ease the pain and silence fears.

It’s not within my power to do,
Nor can I see a clear way through,
I simply ask you’ll let me guide,
And gently seek to walk beside.

My child

If I could change the world for you,
Turn your view from grey to blue,
I’d take away the hurt I see,
Make sure our life was safe and free.

If I could change decisions made,
Erase the wrongs, cause pain to fade,
I’d mend all hearts and dry all tears,
Ease the pain and silence fears.

It’s not within my power to do,
Nor can I see a clear way through,
I simply ask you’ll let me guide,
And gently seek to walk beside.

Lu
ke

.In
.8

Lu
ke

.In
.8

Lu
ke

.In
.8

Lu
ke

.In
.8

English for Life. Luke 1–5: Intermediate



Lesson 8: Part 1. If I could change the world
Print one copy per student.8.3  RESOURCERESOURCE – Worksheet

take away

make sure

turn your view from grey to blue

erase the wrongs

cause pain to fade

dry all tears

within my power

walk beside

to ensure that something happens

to remove

to support someone by being there for them

to remove sadness everywhere

to delete mistakes that have been made

to help you to see something in a more positive way

something I am able to do

to reduce hurt feelings

1. Match these phrases with their meanings in the poem.

2. Use these phrases in a sentence. 

take away _________________________________________________________________________

make sure _________________________________________________________________________

within my power ___________________________________________________________________

walk beside ________________________________________________________________________

3. Use the correct form of the word ‘change’ to complete the following sentences.

Some things will never ______________________.

I ______________________ my surname when I married my husband.

I would like to ______________________ a lot of things in the world.

My daughter is ______________________ all the time as she grows.

It makes a ______________________ to see someone show kindness.

I was ______________________ by a visit to villages in Africa.

The world we live in is ______________________ all the time.
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Lesson 8: Part 1. If I could change the world
Print one set of questions per pair.8.4  RESOURCERESOURCE – Questions

1. Can you think of a good change that has happened in history?

2. Can you tell me about a change you have made in your life?

3. What is something you would like to change?

4. Can love change the world?

5. What is something that love can’t change?

1. Can you think of a good change that has happened in history?

2. Can you tell me about a change you have made in your life?

3. What is something you would like to change?

4. Can love change the world?

5. What is something that love can’t change?

1. Can you think of a good change that has happened in history?

2. Can you tell me about a change you have made in your life?

3. What is something you would like to change?

4. Can love change the world?

5. What is something that love can’t change?

1. Can you think of a good change that has happened in history?

2. Can you tell me about a change you have made in your life?

3. What is something you would like to change?

4. Can love change the world?

5. What is something that love can’t change?
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Lesson 8: Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43
Print and cut enough of each text segment

for one-third of the class.
8.5  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text segments

a. Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked 
Jesus to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up 
and began to serve them.

a. Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked 
Jesus to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up 
and began to serve them.

a. Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked 
Jesus to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up 
and began to serve them.

a. Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked 
Jesus to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up 
and began to serve them.

a. Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked 
Jesus to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up 
and began to serve them.

a. Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked 
Jesus to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up 
and began to serve them.

1/3
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Lesson 8: Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43
Print and cut enough of each text segment

for one-third of the class.
8.5  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text segments

b. At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. He placed his hands on each one 
and healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of 
God!’ But he commanded them to be quiet.

b. At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. He placed his hands on each one 
and healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of 
God!’ But he commanded them to be quiet.

b. At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. He placed his hands on each one 
and healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of 
God!’ But he commanded them to be quiet.

b. At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. He placed his hands on each one 
and healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of 
God!’ But he commanded them to be quiet.

b. At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. He placed his hands on each one 
and healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of 
God!’ But he commanded them to be quiet.

b. At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. He placed his hands on each one 
and healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of 
God!’ But he commanded them to be quiet.
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Lesson 8: Part 2. Jesus heals many – Luke 4:38–43
Print and cut enough of each text segment

for one-third of the class.
8.5  RESOURCERESOURCE – Bible text segments

c. At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be alone. The people went to look for 
him. When they found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must 
tell the good news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’

c. At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be alone. The people went to look for 
him. When they found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must 
tell the good news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’

c. At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be alone. The people went to look for 
him. When they found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must 
tell the good news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’

c. At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be alone. The people went to look for 
him. When they found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must 
tell the good news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’

c. At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be alone. The people went to look for 
him. When they found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must 
tell the good news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’

c. At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be alone. The people went to look for 
him. When they found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must 
tell the good news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’
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Lesson 8: Part 1. If I could change the world
Print one per student, and fold along line

before handing out, with gap-fill side facing up.
8.6  RESOURCERESOURCE – Gap-fill activity

Fill in the missing words as you listen to the text being read.

Luke 4:38–43

Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a _________________. They 

asked Jesus to______________________ her. He bent over her and ____________________ 

the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up and began to serve them.

At sunset, people brought all who were____________ to Jesus. He placed his hands on 

each one and______________________ them. Also, evil spirits ________________________ 

of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of God!’ But he commanded them to 

____________________.

At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be ______________________. The people 

went to look for him. When they ______________________him, they tried to stop him from 

leaving them. But he said, ‘I must ___________________ the good news of God’s kingdom to 

the other towns also. That is why I was ________________.’

Luke 4:38–43 complete text

Jesus went to the home of Simon. Simon’s mother-in-law had a high fever. They asked  
Jesus to help her. He bent over her and told the fever to leave, and it left her. She got up 
and began to serve them.

At sunset, people brought all who were sick to Jesus. He placed his hands on each one and 
healed them. Also, evil spirits came out of many people shouting, ‘You are the Son of God!’ 
But he commanded them to be quiet.

At dawn, Jesus went to a place where he could be alone. The people went to look for him. 
When they found him, they tried to stop him from leaving them. But he said, ‘I must tell the 
good news of God’s kingdom to the other towns also. That is why I was sent.’

FOLD LINE

high fever
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