Lesson 4:

Jesus Begins His
Work
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Jesus heard that Herod had put John in prison, so
Jesus returned to Galilee. He went to a town on
the shore of Lake Galilee. It was in the north of
Israel. Long ago, God spoke to the people in this
region through his prophet lsaiah.

He said: You are living in darkness and in the
shadow of death. God will send a light to shine on
you.

Jesus began to speak God’s message to the
people. He said, ‘Turn to me and change how you

live because the kingdom of heaven is near.’

This fulfilled the prophet Isaiah’s message.
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Read Scripture
Matthew 4:12-17 in your Bible
Matthew 4:12-17 paraphrase (on page 43)

Read Meet Jesus Book
Chapter 4 - Jesus Begins His Work

Print Resources
APPENDIX 4.1 - Print 1 set for the whole group.

APPENDIX 4.2 - Print 1 copy of the text for each pair
of students. There are 2 copies per page.

APPENDIX 4.3 - Print 1 for teacher reference.

APPENDIX 4.4 - Print 1 copy of the text for each pair
of students. There are 2 copies per page.

APPENDIX 1.5 - Reuse print from lesson one.

Other Equipment
Whiteboard / table
Whiteboard markers
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Brainstorm as a class or in groups/pairs:
‘Dark things’ (e.g. crow, bats, underground cave) and

‘Lights’ (e.g. lighthouse, torch, sun, stars).
Say, ‘Darkness can be physical or emotional’.
Display pictures in APPENDIX 4.1

Ask:

For examples of physical darkness e.g. night-time,
cinema.

For examples of emotional darkness e.g. grief,
sadness.

‘Can light shine into these things?’

Pre-teach relevant vocabulary

Prophet: a person who speaks a message from God

Kingdom of heaven: where God rules

Write, ‘The work of Jesus’ on the board.

Ask, ‘What is the work of Jesus?’

Depending on the level of your students you might:
Read the passage of scripture to them;

Direct them to read the passage of scripture in
English;

Direct them to read the passage of scripture in their
heart language; or

Read the passage of scripture later in the lesson.
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http://bible.com
http://biblegateway.com

Activity 1: Listening and identifying gaps

Handout the text. Teacher/helper reads aloud.

Invite students to read silently or aloud in pairs, circling
words they don’t know.

Activity 2: Listening and identifying gaps 2

Clarify vocabulary collaboratively as a class using
APPENDIX 4.3 as necessary.

Activity 3: Vocabulary matching exercise

Students work in pairs to complete the vocabulary
matching exercise.

Place the ? on the table and ask:

Are there any new words?’
What questions might someone have about this text?

What comments might someone have about the text?
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Ask, ‘What does this text say the work of Jesus is?’ (to
speak God's message, to bring light into darkness, to call
people to turn away from wrong and back to God).

As God promised, Jesus came to be a light to people living
in the darkness of death. He called them to turn back to
God.




. Print 1 set of picture per group.
4.1 Appendix P per group
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4.1 Appendix Print 1 set of picture per group. 717
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. ACTIVITY 1: Print 1 copy of the text for each
4.2 Appendlx pair of students. There are 2 copies per page.

Matthew 4:12-17

Jesus heard that Herod had put John in prison, so Jesus returned to Galilee.

He went to a town on the shore of Lake Galilee.

It was in the north of Israel.

Long ago, God spoke to the people in this region through his prophet Isaiah. He said:

“You are living in darkness and in the shadow of death. God will send a light to shine on you.

Jesus began to speak God's message to the people. He said, ‘Turn to me and change how
you live because the kingdom of heaven is near.’

This fulfilled the prophet Isaiah’s message.

Matthew 4:12-17

Jesus heard that Herod had put John in prison, so Jesus returned to Galilee.

He went to a town on the shore of Lake Galilee.

It was in the north of Israel.

Long ago, God spoke to the people in this region through his prophet Isaiah. He said:

You are living in darkness and in the shadow of death. God will send a light to shine on you.’

Jesus began to speak God's message to the people. He said, ‘Turn to me and change how
you live because the kingdom of heaven is near.’

This fulfilled the prophet Isaiah’s message.
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4.3 Appendix ACTIVITY 2: Print 1 for teacher reference.

Glossary for teachers’ reference

Herod the king of Judea

Galilee an area in Israel

the kingdom of heaven where God rules

prophet a person who speaks a message from God
in the shadow of death in the fear of death
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4.4 Appendix

ACTIVITY 3: Print 1 copy of the text for each
pair of students. There are 2 copies per page.

Join the word/phrase from the text with its meaning

Herod

prison

Galilee

the shore

the kingdom of heaven
prophet

in the shadow of death

to shine

an area in Israel

to give out a great light

in the fear of death

where God rules

a place where people are held as punishment
land along the edge of water

a person who speaks a message from God

the king of Judea

Join the word/phrase from the text with its meaning

Herod

prison

Galilee

the shore

the kingdom of heaven
prophet

in the shadow of death

to shine
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an area in Israel

to give out a great light

in the fear of death

where God rules

a place where people are held as punishment
land along the edge of water

a person who speaks a message from God

the king of Judea



