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Overview
Lesson 1

 f Topic: Decisions
 f Key Question: Why did you come to Australia?
 f Bible text: Ruth 1:1–15

Lesson 2
 f Topic: Belonging
 f Key Question: Where do we belong?
 f Bible text: Ruth 1:15–22

Lesson 3
 f Topic: Farm to plate
 f Key Question: Where does our food come from?
 f Bible text: Ruth 2:1–13

Lesson 4
 f Topic: Collections
 f Key Question: What do you have a lot of?
 f Bible text: Ruth 2:14–23

Lesson 5
 f Topic: Protection
 f Key Question: What protection do we need?
 f Bible text: Ruth 3:1–18

Lesson 6
 f Topic: Changes
 f Key Question: Wow do we change over time?
 f Bible text: Ruth 4:1–22
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Each of these lessons springboards from an experience  
relevant to learners of English and leads into the text of 
Ruth. The topic and key question explored at the beginning 
of each lesson help build concepts and vocabulary  
encountered in the paraphrased Bible text.

Deciding to leave their country, learning to belong in  
another culture and seeking to provide care and protection 
for family members are experiences many of our students 
share with Naomi, Ruth and Boaz. There are many changes 
in Naomi’s life. She returns to Bethlehem grieving, poor 
and vulnerable; but at the end of the book, Naomi rejoices 
in her grandson, is well cared for and praises God for this 
turnaround.

The book of Ruth closes with the genealogy of King David, 
but these lessons conclude with an extension of the family 
tree to include Jesus.

It is our hope and prayer that your students may one day 
come to see that Jesus is King and echo Ruth’s words, 
‘Your God will be my God.’

Language level 
Aimed at High Beginner students who have moved beyond 
the Beginner Level, these lessons could also be suitable  
for the Intermediate Level. Extension activities and some  
of the written work will better suit higher-level learners.

Timing 
These lessons are designed for classes that are 60–90 
minutes long. While they may be broken into 2 roughly 
equal parts with a break between, the lessons also allow for 
a seamless transition into the Bible time. This is especially 
useful if teaching online or in face-to-face classes where  
socialising over food and drinks is scheduled before or 
after the class. Language-focused activities are integrated 
across the 2 parts. 

Overview 2
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Lesson components
Each lesson includes the following components:

Part 1

Aim

To activate knowledge, generate interest, and build 
language and concepts relevant to the Bible text while 
developing students’ proficiency and confidence in 
communicating in English.

Lesson stages

 Activate knowledge

Introduce the topic, find out what your students already 
know, and build language.

 Focus on language

Provide input related to the topic and focus on a specific 
aspect of language to help students improve and refine 
their skills. Mostly speaking and listening activities (with 
some reading and writing).
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4Lesson components

Part 2

Aim

To explore the lives of Naomi, Ruth and Boaz, the 
reasons behind their actions, and their place in the big 
story of the Bible.

Lesson stages
The same procedure is followed in each lesson:

 Link to Bible

This linking sentence connects what has already happened 
in Part 1 with the Bible content in Part 2.

 Read/listen for gist

Read the paraphrased Bible text, pointing to the Large 
sketches with sentences as students listen and follow 
along. Students are also given the opportunity to read the 
full Bible text in their own heart languages.

 Read for detail

Students re-read the text aloud with the teacher, then 
match Sentence strips with corresponding Small sketches. 
Lower-level students may need support as they sequence 
the sketches and match them with their corresponding 
sentences. Check for understanding by asking questions 
and referring students to the text to find answers. Invite 
students to retell the story with the aid of the sketches.

 Reinforce language and concepts

Speaking tasks and written activities provide further  
development of concepts and practice of language from 
the text and earlier activities. Choose which of these  
activities are most suitable for your students to undertake 
in class.
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Resources
The paraphrased Bible text for each lesson is split into 
sentences, each with a corresponding sketch. These Large 
sketches with sentences are provided in large (A4) format 
for use with the whole class.

(If you are doing an activity slightly differently and don’t 
want students to see the text on the page for some reason, 
you can cut the text from the bottom or fold the page to 
hide it.) 

The Small sketches and Sentence strips provided in each 
lesson are for use by individuals or pairs of students.  
Giving one set per pair of students encourages more 
language as they collaborate in matching and sequencing. 
However, giving each student their own set encourages 
them to take them home.

There are 2 student worksheets for each lesson: 

 f The first worksheet builds a foundation by  
introducing some language and concepts found in 
the Bible text. Many tasks are conversational.

 f The second, called the Language-focus worksheet, 
allows further interaction with the Bible text and 
reinforces the language and concepts found there. 
Teachers can choose which tasks to do in class, and 
some tasks can be completed at home if students 
wish to do more written work. Encourage discussion 
and pairs work for tasks done in class.

Following the Prepare lesson section in each lesson you 
will find a table of Language points with examples of some 
of the vocabulary and language features found in the first 
part of the lesson and in the paraphrased Bible text.  
(Note: This is provided as a reference tool for the teacher 
only, and the content is not to be taught to the students.)

Some terms used in the worksheets may be familiar only to 
higher-level students. These more challenging elements are 
included for students who feel success in such written 
work. You know your students best, so omit and adapt  
activities to suit their level and the time available.

For online classes, resources can be shared in advance by 
email, uploaded during the class or emailed after the class 
for revision.
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Equipment for each lesson

 f Whiteboard and markers
 f Large table for displaying resources
 f The Bible text for the lesson in your students’ heart 

languages (links to help you find Bible texts in more 
commonly used languages other than English can be 
found in the Prepare lesson section at the beginning 
of each lesson)

 f If possible, some copies of the Bible in an  
easy-to-read translation (NIrV or similar)

Teaching tips 

 f Give instructions clearly by modelling, repeating, 
and writing key words on the board as needed.

 f Encourage collaboration when students are  
completing any activity. A lower-level student can be 
paired with a more able student or helper.

 f Direct questions to specific students, being mindful 
of their ability and confidence. This will help less 
confident students participate more and keep  
more confident students from dominating.

 f Use more capable students to model answering 
questions, and also to model asking similar questions 
to other students.

 f When asking students a question (e.g. ‘What is the 
past tense of …’) and the answer that a student gives 
is incorrect, ask ‘What do others think?’ before you 
give the correct answer. If no-one gives the correct 
answer, prompt (e.g. slowly write the beginning of 
the word on the board). Always try to draw students 
out before you give an answer or definition.

 f Allow enough time for most students to complete 
an activity before moving on. However, ensure that 
activities early in the lesson don’t crowd out the 
second part. Games and sharing activities can be 
returned to at the end of the lesson or repeated 
another time.

6
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 f It is helpful for students to read the full Bible text for 
each lesson in their heart languages as many details 
are omitted in the paraphrased English text. 

 f Having a simple English translation (e.g. NIrV, CEV, 
Easy-to-Read) available is also ideal for any students 
who are keen to explore further.

 f These lessons use the story of Ruth as an English 
text, not a Bible study. Students will encounter 
something of God and his grace through these  
lessons, but some may want to find out more.  
Do offer an opportunity, both along the way and at 
the conclusion of these lessons, to explore more of 
the Bible and God’s provision, protection and  
inclusion in Jesus.

 f Directions to teachers are given in bold type.
 f Words that the teacher is to say out loud are  

generally enclosed in single quotation marks.
 f Words to be written on the board are generally in 

italic type.
 f Answers to questions are generally in bold italic 

type.
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PowerPoint resources
A PowerPoint presentation has been produced to  
accompany these lessons. The slides are especially useful 
for teaching online but can be used for in-person classes 
as an additional resource for those who would like to use it.

Instructions

If you plan to use the PowerPoint presentation, prepare for 
your lesson by opening the PowerPoint file that matches 
the lesson and reading the teaching notes. These notes 
can be found underneath each individual slide.

To open the note box, click on the ‘Notes’ tab on the bar 
below each slide. The size of this box, and therefore how 
much text you can read, can be adjusted by moving the 
line at the top of the box up and down.

To familiarise yourself with the presentation, select the 
‘Slide Show’ tab on the menu bar at the top of the  
PowerPoint window. Open ‘Play from start’ and click 
through the slides (using the arrow button or your mouse).

Notes 

Expand notes 
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They cried together then Orpah
said goodbye to Naomi.

Summary of lesson sentences and sketches
Lesson 1: Part 2. A decision to leave home – Ruth 1:1–15

9

Life was hard in Bethlehem where Naomi lived.

Naomi’s husband died in Moab.

Ten years later, Naomi’s sons died.

Naomi and her family moved to Moab because 
they had no food in their country.

Her two sons married Moabite women
called Ruth and Orpah.

Naomi decided to return to her country. 
There was plenty of food there again.

The three women left together but Naomi said 
Ruth and Orpah should return to their families.
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Summary of lesson sentences and sketches
Lesson 2: Part 2. Ruth chooses Naomi and her God – Ruth 1:15–22

Orpah returned to her family but Ruth held
on to Naomi and wouldn’t let go.

Ruth answered, ‘I will go where you go.’

Your people will be my people. 
Your God will be my God.’

It was harvest time when they
arrived in Bethlehem.

Naomi said to Ruth, ‘Why don’t you go back to 
your country? Orpah is going back.’

‘I will live where you live.
I will die where you die.’

Ruth and Naomi went back to
Naomi’s home country.

10

… where
you live

your people …
your God ...
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Summary of lesson sentences and sketches
Lesson 3: Part 2. God provides for Naomi and Ruth – Ruth 2:1–13

Ruth and Naomi needed food. Ruth decided
to collect leftover grain in the harvest fields.

Boaz owned many fields and grew a lot of grain.

Boaz told his workers not to hurt Ruth.
She was welcome in his fields.

Boaz owned the field Ruth went to.
He was an important man in Bethlehem.

Ruth picked up the grain that the
workers left behind.

Boaz knew Ruth was a widow and had left
her country to come back with Naomi.

11
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Summary of lesson sentences and sketches
Lesson 4: Part 2. Lots of grain and kindness – Ruth 2:14–23

Boaz was kind to Ruth.
He said, ‘Come and eat with us.’

Ruth stayed working in Boaz’s field.
She collected lots of grain.

Naomi knew that Boaz was her relative.
He had been very kind to her and Ruth.

Boaz told his workers to leave extra
grain for Ruth to collect.

Naomi was very excited when she saw the
grain and heard who owned the field.

12
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Summary of lesson sentences and sketches
Lesson 5: Part 2. Boaz protects Ruth and Naomi – Ruth 3:1–18

Naomi said to Ruth, ‘You should have a husband 
who will protect you and provide for you.’

Ruth agreed to do what Naomi said.

Boaz spoke to the town leaders and Naomi’s 
other relatives about marrying Ruth.

‘Boaz is my relative and he has been kind
to you. You should speak with him.

Boaz wanted to protect Ruth and to
care for his relative Naomi.
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Summary of lesson sentences and sketches
Lesson 6: Part 2. Naomi praises God for her changed life – Ruth 4:1–22

Everyone agreed that Boaz and
Ruth should get married.

Naomi had been very sad.
Now she was very happy.

Obed grew up and had a son called Jesse.

About 1000 years later,
Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem.

Boaz and Ruth had a son.
The baby’s name was Obed.

The women in the town
praised God with Naomi.

Jesse had a son called David.
He became the king of Israel.

Jesus is a relative of King David.
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